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ABOUT

WWF NEPAL
From its origins as a small group of committed wildlife
enthusiasts, WWF has grown into one of the world's largest and
most respected independent conservation organizations, active
in over 100 countries. Over this time, WWF’s focus has evolved
from localized efforts in favor of a single species and individual
habitats to an ambitious strategy to preserve biodiversity and
achieve sustainable development across the globe.
WWF first started working in Nepal in 1967 through a rhino
conservation program in Chitwan, however the WWF Nepal
office was formally established only in 1993. WWF’s work in
Nepal is centered on five thematic goals–forests, wildlife,
freshwater, climate & energy and governance across the
Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), Sacred Himalayan Landscape
(SHL), Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape (CHAL) and
National Conservation Priority Areas (NCPA). The effective
delivery of conservation results under the five thematic areas
are supported by crosscutting programs on sustainable
livelihoods, monitoring and evaluation, knowledge
management, communications and conservation education.

AT WWF, WE FIRMLY
BELIEVE PEOPLE
AND NATURE ARE
INEXTRICABLY LINKED.
©Wim van Passel/WWF
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At WWF, we firmly believe people
and nature are inextricably linked.
Through the years, WWF Nepal has
progressed towards a landscape
approach that prioritizes communitybased conservation as the foundation
for a sustainable future, benefiting
approximately 2.1 million people.
Guided by the Government of Nepal’s priorities for biodiversity
conservation, WWF Nepal works closely with the Ministry of
Forests and Environment through the Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation and Department of Forests
and Soil Conservation. Besides the national priority areas,
WWF Nepal also works in conservation issues of regional and
trans-boundary importance.
Dedicated mothers: tigresses raise their cubs
alone, protecting them from predators and
teaching them how to hunt.
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COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE

MESSAGE

WWF Nepal was awarded the Nature Conservation Award 2077 by the Nepal
Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) recognizing the organization’s
invaluable contribution to biodiversity conservation.
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the physical, emotional,
and economic health of millions of people. In the past year,
Nepal has had to deal with an exponential rise in COVID cases
and face the risks of the pandemic derailing conservation
achievements. For instance, despite the achievement of seven
occasions of zero poaching of rhinos, illegal wildlife trade
during the pandemic resulted in the loss of four rhinos to
poaching in a single year, an indication of the fragility of our
achievements and the need for sustained conservation action.
While this year has been challenging, it also had its moments
of celebration and achievements, on both an institutional
and personal leadership front. WWF Nepal was awarded
the Nature Conservation Award 2077 by the Nepal
Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) recognizing
the organization’s invaluable contribution to biodiversity
conservation, and I was honored to receive the award on
the organization’s behalf. I was also humbled to receive the
National Conservationist Medal from the President of Nepal,
the first award in this category, presented annually by the
Government of Nepal.

©Rajendra Suwal/WWF Nepal
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I am privileged to have a great team, who have been able
to deliver conservation impact with national and global
recognition despite the political instability, independent
review, media allegations and ongoing pandemic. This
year, WWF Nepal successfully closed the USAID funded
Hariyo Ban Program after ten years of operation with many
conservation milestones achieved for people and nature.
Nepal is also on track to achieve the global goals of doubling

Nepal's tiger numbers, and has recorded tigers at altitudes of
~2500 meters in western Nepal, and ~3200 meters in eastern©WWF
Nepal. Meanwhile, rhino conservation has reached a historic
record with 752 rhinos this year, a 16% increase since the last
national rhino count in 2015. Likewise, Nepal also collared
two additional snow leopards in Shey Phoksundo National
Park, which will help strengthen climate smart conservation
and management plans in the Western Himalayan Snow
Leopard Landscape. WWF is also pleased to have provided
immediate relief support to our key partners to deal with the
impact of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Most importantly, this year WWF Nepal prepared and
rolled out its first landscape level Environmental and Social
Safeguards Framework (ESSF) screening tool and mitigation
plan with strong support from WWF Nepal’s headquarter in
2015 and the network. These achievements have been made
possible by a committed government, supported by dedicated
communities, and determined conservation actors. As we
continue our conservation journey, we are committed to
establish Nepal as a living example of center of excellence.
Thank you for your continued support.

Ghana S Gurung, PhD
Country Representative
Snow Leopard Champion, WWF Network
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TRAINING CONDUCTED FOR
400 YOUNG CONSERVATION
ENTHUSIASTS

NATIONAL YOUTH
CONFERENCE BRINGS
TOGETHER 500 YOUTH
NATIONWIDE

BOOKLET ON “EFFECTIVE
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT IN
SDGS” PUBLISHED

SYSTEM SCALE PLANNING OF
KARNALI BASIN CONDUCTED

DECEMBER 2020

NOVEMBER 2020
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GREENOVATION
PROGRAM REACHES
500 YOUTH BUSINESS
ASPIRANTS THROUGH
IDEA STUDIO NEPAL

METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
FOR ASSESSING NEPAL’S
WETLAND HEALTH DRAFTED.
NEPAL BAGS FIRST POSITION
IN THE INTERNATIONAL WILD
WISDOM QUIZ 2020!

10 WETLANDS ADOPTED AND
CLEANED BY SCHOOLS IN
LUMBINI UNDER THE ADOPT
A WETLAND CAMPAIGN

POLICY BRIEF ON “RENEWABLE
ENERGY AS A CATALYSER
FOR GREEN RECOVERY FROM
COVID-19 IMPACTS IN NEPAL”
PUBLISHED

HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE
RIVERS AND POWER SYSTEM
PATHWAYS ASSESSMENTS
CONDUCTED

FREE FLOWING RIVERS IN
NEPAL MAPPED

APRIL 2021

ERPA SIGNED BETWEEN
GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL AND
THE WORLD BANK TO REDUCE
CARBON EMISSIONS FROM
DEFORESTATION AND FOREST
DEGRADATION IN TAL

SCIENTIFIC STUDY ON
WILDLIFE-IRRIGATION
INFRASTRUCTURE
INTERVENTIONS COMPLETED

“WILDLIFE CRIME
INVESTIGATION
PROSECUTION HANDBOOK”
AND “WILDLIFE CRIME
PROCESSING, ADJUDICATION
AND JUDGEMENT
EXECUTION TRAINING
MANUAL” PUBLISHED

CAPACITY BUILDING
INITIATIVE FOR
TRANSPARENCY (CBIT)
UNDER GEF FUNDING
ENDORSED BY MINISTRY OF
FINANCE FOR SUBMISSION

550 BIOGAS PLANTS
CONSTRUCTED UNDER GOLD
STANDARD BIOGAS PROJECT

EARTH HOUR NEPAL
CELEBRATED THROUGH A
VIRTUAL SPOTLIGHT EVENT
LIVESTREAMED WITH A DIGITAL
REACH OF 5+ MILLION

MULTI-ACTOR PARTNERSHIPS
PLATFORM ESTABLISHED, TO
SUPPORT IMPLEMENTATION
OF NDCS, AND PROMOTE 100%
RENEWABLE ENERGY IN NEPAL
BY 2050

MARCH 2021

OCTOBER 2020

WILDLIFE ADAPTATION
INNOVATION FUND TO IMPROVE
ADAPTATION CAPACITY OF
TIGERS IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE
CHANGE APPROVED

ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT
GUIDELINES PREPARED AND
ROLLED OUT IN 753 LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS

RHINO POPULATION
INCREASES BY 16.5% IN
NEPAL

MAY 2021

PROJECT INFORMATION FORM
(PIF) FOR LEAST DEVELOPMENT
COUNTRIES FUND (LDCF)
ENDORSED AND APPROVED BY
GEF SECRETARIAT

FEBRUARY 2021

LEOPARD OCCUPANCY BASELINE
IN TERAI ARC LANDSCAPE
ESTIMATED

RED PANDA OCCUPANCY
ALONG ITS RANGING
HABITAT ESTIMATED FOR
NEPAL

PHOKSUNDO LAKE BASIN
MANAGEMENT PLAN
DRAFTED

JUNE 2021

TIGER SPOTTED AT A RECORD
HIGH ALTITUDE OF 3,165 M IN
EASTERN NEPAL

NDC PARTNERSHIP FUND
APPROVED UNDER CLIMATE
ACTION ENHANCEMENT
PACKAGE (CAEP) GLOBAL
YOUTH ADVOCACY

AUGUST 2020

JULY 2020

VIABLE POPULATION OF
BLACKBUCKS ACHIEVED
IN ITS FORMER RANGE OF
SHUKLAPHANTA NATIONAL
PARK

JANUARY 2021

HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE YEAR

SATELLITE TELEMETRY
MANUAL FOR SNOW
LEOPARD ENDORSED BY
GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL

ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY
LOCAL GOVERNANCE
FRAMEWORK APPROVED
BY MINISTRY OF FEDERAL
AFFAIRS AND GENERAL
ADMINISTRATION

SUSTAINABLE FOREST
MANAGEMENT RESOURCE
BOOK PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH
5

WILDLIFE
HIGHLIGHTS
2017-2021

16%

INCREASE IN NEPAL’S RHINO
POPULATIONS

NEPAL'S

RECORD FOR HIGH ALTITUDE
TIGER BEATEN AT 3165M

61,886

HOUSEHOLDS ENGAGED AND
BENEFITED FROM HABITAT
AND CORRIDOR EFFORTS

8

SNOW LEOPARDS
SUCCESSFULLY COLLARED
©WWF Nepal/Samir Jung Thapa
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(2013-2020)
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RHINO NUMBERS ON THE RISE
Nepal’s Greater One Horned Rhinoceros population has shown a promising
16% increment as indicated by the results of the National Rhino Count 2021—a
process undertaken by the Government of Nepal every five years. The current
population of the species stands at 752 individuals (Parsa NP: 3, Chitwan NP:
694, Bardia NP: 38, Shuklaphanta NP: 17) compared to the 2015 estimate of 645
in Nepal’s Terai Arc Landscape. This achievement marks the highest population
size achieved since the establishment of the first protected area in the country
in the 1970s, demonstrating the success and management effectiveness of
conservation efforts of the species. While the species is still threatened by illegal
wildlife trade, water pollution upstream, and habitat destruction, the rhino
count indicates that efforts are headed in the right direction.

©DNPWC/WWF Nepal

©WWF Nepal/Samir Jung Thapa
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© DoFSC/Red Panda Network

UNDERSTANDING THE ELUSIVE

TIGERS CLIMB NORTH

As part of the Government of Nepal’s priority program
to collar four snow leopards in the Western Himalayan
Landscape, two additional snow leopards were collared in
Shey Phoksundo National Park (SPNP); making them the
third and fourth collared snow leopard in the region. The two
male snow leopards, collared on 19th May and 25th May 2021,
have been named Ghangri (6 years) and Langyen (7 years)
respectively. Post tracking data collected suggests normal
movement for both animals and that the home range of both
species do not overlap as per the minimum convex polygon
(MCP) which separates their movements into two blocks on
either side of the Karnali river—giving Ghangri the north and
Langyen the south of Saldang, SPNP. During this period, both
animals had hunted four major kills each; indicating sound
health and normal predatory behavior. Meanwhile, a twoweek prey base monitoring (Himalayan Tahr and Blue Sheep)
was conducted across 1,366 sq.km of SPNP and 502 sq.km
in Tinjure Milke Jaljale using double observer method, the
findings of which are currently being processed.

Nepal first qualified as a site for high altitude tigers in April
2020 with the discovery of a wild tiger at ~2,500m in the
forested mountains of Dadeldhura, Far-Western Nepal. On
the other side of the continuum, beating the current record,
a tiger’s presence was captured on camera trap at 3,165m
which makes this the highest altitudinal presence for tigers
in Nepal—a complete 250 km away from Nepal’s known
and eastern most limit for tigers. Such sightings add further
impetus to studies that qualify Nepal as a high-altitude tiger
habitat. With tigers being recorded beyond their known range,
a species distribution model called MaxENT was mobilized to
model and map tiger distribution in the landscape in hopes of
exploring new opportunities for tiger conservation in Nepal.
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IMPROVING CRITICAL HABITATS

ZERO TOLERANCE FOR WILDLIFE CRIMES

Approximately 1,348 Ha of critical wildlife habitats were
protected, managed, and restored across the Terai Arc
Landscape (289.13 Ha), Chitwan Annapurna Landscape
(540.5 Ha), and Sacred Himalayan Landscape (529.29
Ha) through interventions such as the removal of invasive
species, woody perennials, herb plantation, and ensuring
access to pasturelands. These critical habitats are imperative
for the conservation of key wildlife species and also supports
in improved biophysical conditions such as regeneration,
reduced invasive species coverage and increased focal species
and herbivore populations.

Long term relationship and collaboration with the
Government of Nepal has helped sustain zero poaching of
rhinos on seven occasions between 2011-2021. Unfortunately,
four cases of rhino poaching were detected across Chitwan
National Park between September to November 2020
during the COVID-19 pandemic period. While on the ground
vigilance through patrols and CCTV surveillance has been
strengthened, pressure on protected areas has increased four
fold for forest related products. Despite the success in tiger
conservation, confiscation of two tiger hides suggest that
the western part of the Terai Arc Landscape is increasingly
vulnerable to tiger poaching. Improved inter-agency
coordination between the Nepal Army’s Central Investigation
Bureau and Armed Police Force, led to numerous arrests
(n=172) and wildlife part seizures (n=85); 38% of which were
endangered species including tiger, rhinoceros, red panda,
and pangolin.

A Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) study was also
conducted in the pasturelands of SPNP with the objective
of promoting traditional ecological knowledge, fused with
scientific knowledge in wildlife habitat management.
Through a desktop and data collection approach, a rangeland
management study was conducted in Tinjure Milke Jaljale
(TMJ) landscape to map possible and available rangelands
and ensure sound understanding of rangeland extent, quality,
and conservation threats in the landscape. Data analysis will
aid in the formulation of effective park management plans
and interventions.

A Wildlife Conservation Unit was formed by the Armed Police
Force (APF) to address wildlife crimes. Likewise, a handbook
and manual on wildlife crime investigation and prosecution
was also published providing detailed guidance for protection
staff, alongside a syllabus for conducting such trainings in

the future. Efforts to strengthen and mobilize Community
Based Anti-Poaching Units (CBAPU), and Wildlife Crime
Control Bureau (WCCB) through capacity building trainings
and workshops, support for equipment, awareness activities,
and wildlife monitoring were also conducted this fiscal year.
WWF Nepal also supported the Attorney General Office in
holding their third national workshop and were sensitized
on environmental security and legal issues on wildlife crime
investigation and prosecution.

LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY AGAINST ILLEGAL
WILDLIFE TRADE
Making big leaps in technology-based monitoring, Real
Time SMART patrolling was scaled up to include corridors
& mountain protected areas as well. A cumulative of ~1.17
million km of area was patrolled to safeguard critical habitats
and wildlife species leveraging technologies against wildlife.
WWF Nepal also supported the installation of CCTVs at Arjuni
post that lies in the East-West highway along Shuklaphanta
National Park (ShNP) to deter illegal activities. Likewise, Real
Time Vehicle Tracking and Recognition systems were also
installed to track vehicles plying through Bardia National Park
to increase surveillance and improve efficiency.

MANAGING NEGATIVE HUMAN WILDLIFE
INTERACTIONS

© Madhav Khadka/WWF Nepal
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This fiscal year saw an increase in negative human wildlife
interactions across WWF Nepal’s working landscapes.
Subsequently, interventions and measures were undertaken
to mitigate negative interactions and reduce damage inflicted
upon communities. For instance, prevention measures such
as streetlights, watchtowers, predator proof pens, mesh wire
fencing, electric wire fencing, plantation of unpalatable crops
like lemon and chilli, awareness programs, relief support
through Livestock Insurance Schemes, and damage relief
funds were mobilized to manage negative human wildlife
interactions. Active mobilization and support of Rapid
Response Team (RRT) in the form of first aid trainings,
emergency RRT funds, and capacity building were also
conducted to supplement proactive response to negative
human wildlife incidences; mobilized in at least 15 events
resulting in the capture of a conflict tiger and rescue of many
wildlife species. Additionally, WWF Nepal also continued its
educational support for children of victims of negative human
wildlife interactions, while also supporting local communities
with alternate income generating streams such as tailoring
trainings and tunnel farming.

© WWF Nepal/ Samir Jung Thapa

RESTORING HERBIVORE ASSEMBLAGES
In maintaining herbivore assemblages to support the
ecosystem, WWF Nepal follows strategic interventions
for four species: rhino, wild water buffalo, blackbuck and
swamp deer. Efforts to establish a second viable population
of rhinos in western TAL are showing good results with a
current population of 38 rhinos in BNP and 17 in ShNP.
Likewise, monitoring of reintroduced blackbuck populations
in ShNP indicate a viable population has been reached (~150
individuals) following seven years of support guided by the
site-specific Conservation Action Plan (2016-2020).
Despite unpredictable stochastic events such as floods
affecting the habitat and viability of wild water buffaloes, the
presence of an F2 generation and recruitment of five calves
into the population indicates that the habitat is suitable for
these bovine species. However, populations of swamp deer
were lost in the 2016 high floods in Chitwan and have not
been able to recover. WWF Nepal will continue advocating
and working with the government to stabilize swamp deer
populations through translocations in the future. A Wild
Water Buffalo Conservation Action Plan (2020-2025) was also
endorsed by the Department of National Park and Wildlife
Conservation and launched on Global Tiger Day 2020. The
action plan includes priority actions for conservation of the
species in its founder population site of Koshi Tappu Wildlife
Reserve and for the reintroduced population in Chitwan
National Park.
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FORESTS
HIGHLIGHTS
2017-2021

17,335

HECTARES OF FORESTS
UNDER RESTORATION

0.53 MILLION

HECTARES OF FORESTS
UNDER COMMUNITY
MANAGEMENT

64,290+

FOREST DEPENDENT
HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITED
FROM ALTERNATE
LIVELIHOODS OPTIONS

3530+

HECTARES OF FORESTS
UNDER SUSTAINABLE
FOREST MANAGEMENT
©WWF Nepal/Prasiit Sthapit
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FOREST PROTECTION
With the onset of COVID 19 impacting people nationwide, there was an alarming
rise in forest dependency, which led to illegal harvests, forest fires, and overgrazing.
To address these concerns and challenges, continuous support was provided to
the government and communities aimed at reducing drivers of deforestation and
forest degradation. This fiscal year, WWF Nepal’s support contributed towards
the protection of 161,813 Ha of forests by strengthening Forest Conservation Areas
and institutional capacity of authorities, forest protection through maintenance of
guard posts, and fire lines, policy assistance in the form of revised management
plans (BNP, ShNP, Barandabhar FCA) and transboundary meetings with India
to develop a cross border information sharing mechanism. Meanwhile, direct
support was provided to 119 households in integrated grazing management
through livestock farming and stall feeding through installation of cement troughs
and construction of improved cowsheds.

COMMUNITY BASED FOREST MANAGEMENT

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

The community-based forest management model (CBFM)
is highly regarded as one of the most effective approaches to
increase community stewardship towards forest conservation,
and contributes towards mitigating human induced
deforestation and degradation. Continuous support was
provided to CBFM groups through revision and implementation
of Forest Operational Plans (FOP) and capacity development
of user groups. WWF Nepal provided support in the revision
of 147 FOPs and implementation of 311 FOPs. Additionally, a
total of 5,616 Ha of forests were improved through silvicultural
operations such as weeding, cleaning, thinning, and pruning.
Meanwhile, a total of 1,596 forest users received additional
training on diverse disciplines of forest and natural resource
management which included good governance, private and
agroforestry, human rights, climate change, gender and social
inclusion, wildlife behavior and safety tips, and inclusion of
disabled people in forest resources. WWF’s support contributed
to improved management of 190,812 Ha of community forests
benefiting a total of 32,257 households.

The scientific forest management initiative regulates present
yield, with due consideration for forest regeneration, in
a sustainable manner to increase yield and productivity
of forests, while also improving economic benefits to
the community. This fiscal year, major focus was placed
on technical backstopping for the implementation of
sustainable forest management plans among community
forest user groups and other stakeholders. In keeping with
this, 218 individuals representing forest authorities and
community forest user groups were capacitated on the
technical aspects of forest management, whereas local
government and journalists were sensitized on various
aspects of sustainable forest management. Similarly, an
english version of the Sustainable Forest Management
Resource Book was published to enhance knowledge and
practice of sustainable forest management among forest
technicians, local resource persons, academic institutions,
and other relevant stakeholders engaged in sustainable
forest management.

©Leena Dahal/WWF Nepal

© Shayasta Tuladhar/WW F Nepal
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CONSERVATION PAYBACK

RESTORING FORESTS

Natural resource extraction is
predominantly the primary livelihood
option for most households, particularly
natural resource dependent and
marginalized households. As COVID-19
substantially impacts the livelihoods of
these households, WWF Nepal broadened
its livelihood investment though alternate
income generating activities, improving
and securing the livelihoods of IPLCs
and benefiting 28,412 households. This
year, support was extended for handicraft
making, sweet making, plumbing,
masonry, electric shop, bakery, cooking,
shop establishment and tailoring training,
helping improve the skills of 3,376
individuals. Additionally, six community
run homestays were supported with
cooking and management training
along with equipment and institutional
support to help them operate safely,
while complying with the safety-security
protocols given the COVID-19 situation.
A total of 776 households benefited from
this support. Meanwhile, 42 small scale
green enterprises in TAL, SHL and CHAL
were upgraded with WWF Nepal support,
benefiting 21,152 households. Apart from
this, the program supported eco-trail
improvement programs to ease movement
of tourists, benefiting 2,574 households
residing next to the trail.

A total of 2,241.4 Ha of deforested and degraded
lands were brought under restoration with
WWF Nepal support. Restoration, plantation
and fencing activities were supported to
protect plantation and natural regeneration
with the objective of maintaining ecological
connectivity in the landscape and reestablish
forest ecosystem functions. This fiscal year,
368,156 seedlings were planted in 190.2 Ha
of degraded lands in TAL, SHL and CHAL.
Plantation and natural regeneration were
also protected through construction and
maintenance of fences covering 2,051.2 Ha of
forest. WWF Nepal has been promoting private
forestry and agroforestry initiatives within
various segments of its working landscape as an
integral part of natural resource management
particularly as a source of livelihoods instead
of grass, fodder, timber, and fuelwood for
resource dependent communities. Promoting
trees outside forests also reduces pressure on
national, community and collaborative forests
by supporting ecological restoration. This
fiscal year, 34,413 seedlings of fruit, fodder
and timber species were planted in 45.25 Ha
of private and public lands in TAL and SHL.

FORESTRY GOVERNANCE

A Emission Reductions Payment Agreement
(ERPA) has been signed between the
Government of Nepal and the World Bank/
Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) to
reduce carbon emissions from deforestation
and forest degradation in the Terai Arc
Landscape of Nepal. With this, WWF’s support
on REDD+, initiated in 2008, comes to a
logical end to get result based payments for
forest carbon. Nepal will receive result-based
payments of USD 45 million sequestering 9.6
million tons CO2 equivalent in six years (2018
– 2024). WWF Nepal has been working with
the Government of Nepal from the very initial
stage of REDD+ in Nepal. WWF Nepal also
collaborated with the Government of Nepal
and the World Bank to develop the Emission
Reduction Program Document (ERPD) for the
Terai Arc Landscape.

WWF Nepal continued its support to
government institutions to enhance their
institutional capacity for biodiversity
conservation and forest resource
management during the COVID-19
pandemic. WWF Nepal provided support
to protected areas, division forest
offices and partner community-based
organizations (CBO) with health and
safety materials to prevent the COVID-19
contagion from reaching frontline staff.
During the reporting period, 21 division
forest offices, 6 protected areas and
40 CBOs were supported with health
and safety materials to increase service
delivery.

WWF NEPAL ANNUAL REPORT 2021

REDUCING EMISSIONS FROM
DEFORESTATION AND FOREST
DEGRADATION (REDD+)

©Sebika Thapa/WWF Nepal
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CLIMATE &
ENERGY
HIGHLIGHTS
2017-2021

2870+

HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITED
FROM ALTERNATE ENERGY
OPTIONS

1,670+

UNITS OF BIOGAS
INSTALLED

14,170+

TONS OF CO2 SEQUESTERED

62,400+
©WWF Nepal/Rocky Prajapati
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HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITED
FROM CLIMATE
ADAPTATION ACTIONS
19

IMPROVING ADAPTIVE
CAPACITY OF COMMUNITIES
Climate change affects multiple small communities
in the form of climate induced disasters such as
flooding and riverbank erosion. This fiscal year,
391 households in two sub-watersheds—Radha and
Puntura (Brahmadev corridor)—benefited from
various adaption measures such as river embankment
and fencing in flood plain areas.
Likewise, as part of several adaptation measures put in place, 21 farmers were
capacitated on climate adaptive vegetable farming; 56 households benefited from
predator proof pens; 30 households were supported with integrated livestock
management; 40 households benefited from the irrigation channel; and 60
households now have access to clean drinking water.

©WWF Nepal/Rocky Prajapati
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Continued support and trainings
were provided for 70 individuals
from conservation area management
committees of Annapurna and Manaslu
and local municipality officials, to
mainstream Local Adaptation Plan
of Action (LAPA) in various districts
such as Mustang, Kaski, Tanahun,
Annapurna Conservation Area,
and Manaslu Conservation Area.
Seven conservation ponds were also
constructed in Lamahi bottleneck and
Basanta corridor, expected to irrigate a
minimum of 432 Ha of land during dry
periods and benefit 2746 households
and local farmers dependent on
agriculture and forest resources.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL CLIMATE AMBITIONS
Aiming to achieve mitigation targets committed in Nepal’s
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC), WWF Nepal
and Prakriti Resources Center established a Multi Actor
Partnership (MAP) platform that would engage diverse
stakeholders in dialogue and practice, with the aim of
transitioning into 100% Renewable Energy (RE) by 2050.
Adding structure to the movement, a group of 45 people
representing the government, private sector, civil society,
media, academia, and independent experts were established,
along with a core working group of 18 members. Meanwhile,
a policy brief highlighting the role of renewable energy in
national recovery from COVID-19 was also published.
A Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (CCSAP) for
each province of Nepal is currently being prepared to
localize the National Climate Change Policy and accelerate
implementation of NDCs. Meaningful collaborations to secure
the required funding for climate initiatives with the Ministry
of Forests and Environment (MoFE) and the Ministry of
Finance (MoF) was also given continuity in the form of a
Detail Project Document to access the Least Development
Countries Fund (USD 5 million). The MoF also endorsed
the project document for Capacity Building Initiative for
Transparency Fund (USD 1.7 million) for submission to the
Global Environment Facility.

REDUCING CLIMATE VULNERABILITY FOR
ECOSYSTEMS AND SPECIES
Through implementation of low-cost nature-based solutions,
interventions were targeted at improving the adaptive
capacity of the fragile ecosystem to benefit both people and
wildlife. A varied number of interventions were put in place
this fiscal year. To address water security, 29 wetlands (17
Ha) were constructed and maintained in different parts of
Lamahi bottleneck, Karnali, Laljhadi Mohana, Brahmadev,
Barandabhar corridor and Lumbini Crane Sanctuary. As forest
fires become an increasing threat, especially during the dry
seasons, community forests in Bramhadev (2), Karnali (4) and
Barandabhar (4) corridors were supported with firefighting
equipment. An automatic weather station has also been
installed at Ringmo, Shey Phoksundo National Park (SPNP)
to monitor climatic parameters and assess the impacts of
climate change on the snow leopard and its habitat in the
long run. Multiple coordination meetings were also conducted
to bring about a common understanding on the impacts of
climate change on key species and corridor connectivity.

PROMOTION OF RENEWABLE AND EFFICIENT
CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES
Fuelwood as the primary source of energy poses immense
challenges to the environment along with the health and
safety of communities. To increase reliance on renewable
energy (RE) and increase the share of RE in Nepal’s energy
mix multiple, various capacity building programs, webinars
and panel discussions were held on the topic this fiscal year.
A total of 564 biogas plants were constructed in TAL through
the Biogas Support Partnership (BSP) Nepal benefittng 158
marginalized and 284 indigenous households. These plants
were constructed as part of the Gold Standard Verified
Emission Reduction Project - Phase II. Emissions reduced
from the biogas plants will be sold by BSP in the carbon
market and the revenue generated used for construction of
additional plants in the future. In addition, 244 households
residing in the fringe areas of Karnali corridor were also
supported with Improved Cooking Stoves (ICS) reducing
fuelwood dependency in four Community Forests (CFs)
spanning an area of 1132.03 Ha. Post intervention monitoring
indicates that the demand for ICS is increasing in Karnali
corridor drawing a direct relation to reduction in fuelwood
consumption by an estimated 85%.

©WWF Nepal/Rocky Prajapati
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FRESHWATER
HIGHLIGHTS
2017-2021

8

WETLANDS CERTIFIED AS
RAMSAR SITES

385,830+

HECTARES OF CRITICAL
WATERSHEDS UNDER
IMPROVED MANAGEMENT

7,960+

HOUSEHOLDS WITH ACCESS
TO SAFE DRINKING WATER

22,445+

HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITED
FROM FRESHWATER
ECOSYSTEM
CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES
© Karun Dewan/WWF Nepal

WWF NEPAL ANNUAL REPORT 2021

23

HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE RIVERS
A High Conservation Value River is defined as a clean and highly connected or
free-flowing river or river stretch that acts as a lifeline, maintaining ecosystem
services for present and future generations, providing refuge and habitat for high
levels of aquatic biodiversity, and supporting important socio-cultural values.
Under USAID’s PAANI program, a High Conservation
Value Rivers Assessment (HCVR) of Nepal was successfully
completed this fiscal year and a virtual sharing meeting
held with 108 participants—representing government,
non-government, private sector, academia, experts, and
researchers. WWF Nepal also prepared a national scale
database on the distribution of fish, water birds, otters,
dolphins, gharials, and important reaches for tigers and
rhinos along with rafting, kayaking sites, and angling sites.

Similarly, a modelling-based river water quality mapping was
conducted, an assessment critical for garnering information
and insights into opportunities for mitigation of development
impacts. Based on the assessment, the Karnali, East Rapti,
Sunkoshi, Seti and Narayani among others were identified
as major rivers in Nepal with very high conservation value.
WWF Nepal further supported the training of 49 participants
on River Conservation and Sustainable Hydropower
Development in Nepal.

MAINTAINING FRESHWATER ECOSYSTEM
INTEGRITY
Overfishing, proliferation of aquatic invasive species,
unmanaged sand and gravel mining, pollution, encroachment,
siltation, infrastructure, and ground water extraction
remain the primary threats facing the freshwater ecosystem.
Investments in two critical freshwater habitats which fall under
the Karnali River Basin and Narayani Basin have reduced
threat levels, from 3.04 in 2016 to 2.6 in 2021 and from 3.18 in
2016 to 2.48 in 2021 respectively, as per an internal assessment
conducted this fiscal year. WWF Nepal also played a vital role
in undertaking stakeholder analysis, collection of baseline
information and water policy mapping of lower Narayani
River basin. A science based methodological framework for
Wetland Health Assessment was prepared and submitted
to the Ministry of Forests and Environment for finalization.
Similarly, support was also provided to prepare Phoksundo
Lake Basin Management Plan. An in-depth analysis on Ganges
River Dolphin conservation was conducted in coordination
with global dolphin experts through an intensive stakeholder

consultation in Koshi, Gandaki and Karnali river—three
dolphin habitats of Nepal.

INTEGRATED RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT
System Scale Planning (SSP) of the Karnali Basin along with
Energy Assessment of Nepal was successfully conducted
this fiscal year. The outputs of the SSP will be instrumental
for decision makers, government agencies and other
relevant key stakeholders in identifying hydropower project
combinations that meet the overall power demand of the
nation at low cost with reduced environmental and social
impacts. Additionally, seven wetlands were constructed and/
or restored in the Western Terai Arc Landscape of Nepal
with the objective of recharging groundwater, irrigating
nearby agricultural lands, and providing water source for
wildlife and fish farming. These wetlands are expected to
retain around 200 million liters of water while providing
irrigation support for a minimum of 432 Ha of land during
dry periods.

©Karun Dewan/WWF Nepal
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GOVERNANCE
HIGHLIGHTS
2019-2021

6

WILDLIFE OVERPASSES
CONSTRUCTED

12

CANOPY BRIDGES
INSTALLED IN BANKE AND
BARANDABHAR FOREST
CORRIDOR

770

MARGINALIZED RIGHT
HOLDERS AND DUTY
BEARERS CAPACITATED

753

© Pramod Neupane/WWF Nepal
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LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
ORIENTED ON
ENVIRONMENT
ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES
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HUMAN RIGHTS BASED APPROACH
WWF Nepal works to strengthen Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities
(IPLC) access to natural resources and ensure equitable benefit sharing mechanisms
by creating transparent, accountable, participatory, inclusive governance mechanisms
for sustainable management of natural resources. In line with this, a Human Rights
Based Conservation Training Manual was drafted in partnership with the Forum for
Protection of Consumer Rights-Nepal, and the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) aiming to institutionalize social issues into conservation practices. This
training manual is expected to raise awareness on the importance of a human rightsbased approach in conservation, among all stakeholders within protected areas,
including duty bearers, right holders and intermediatory organizations.

SUSTAINABLE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
WWF Nepal has been engaging with multiple stakeholders
to develop ecologically sound, climate resilient and socially
inclusive infrastructure. This fiscal year, WWF Nepal
successfully conducted two studies on wildlife-irrigation
infrastructure interaction at Kamdi and Karnali corridors—to
determine the functionality of existing mitigation measures
at Sikta irrigation, while also assessing the best fit location of
wildlife overpasses at Karnali corridor to maintain corridor
connectivity. WWF Nepal also commissioned a systematic
study led by the Forum for the Protection of Consumer’s
Rights Nepal to identify policy gaps and quantify the impact
of substandard rural roads on public safety and environment;
and rolled out the Green Road Engineering Training to nine
local governments in the Taplejung district. A wildlifefriendly irrigation infrastructure promotion committee
was also formed to work on large irrigation projects in TAL,
this committee has supported the construction of 6 wildlife
overpasses at Mahakali III irrigation project. With the
success of arboreal bridges piloted in Banke, six additional
bridges have been installed in Barandabhar forest corridor
to help canopy dwelling animals.

MAINSTREAMING CONSERVATION AT LOCAL,
STATE, AND FEDERAL LEVELS
WWF Nepal is committed towards developing an enabling
environment for the formulation of environment friendly
policies at the local, provincial and federal levels. This
fiscal year, WWF Nepal supported the formulation of the
Environment and Natural Resources Conservation Act
(ENRCA) for 12 local governments—to be replicated by
other local governments—as per the Local Governance and
Operation Act, 2017. Support was also extended in developing
the ‘Environment Friendly Local Governance Framework’,
officially endorsed by the Ministry of Federal Affairs and
General Administration (MOFAGA) on 29 June 2021. Likewise,
the Environment Assessment Guideline, prepared by MoFAGA
with support from WWF Nepal, was rolled out in all 753 local
governments. Various field study tours and capacity need
assessments have also been held with parliamentarians,
government officials and other stakeholders, to create an
enabling environment and mainstream conservation at the
local, state, and federal level.

goals since 2016. A large part of the work focused on building
the capacity of policy makers, legislative parliamentarians,
civil society organizations and local governments. WWF
Nepal also supported the development of a booklet titled
“Nature in All Goals”, which will serve as a guiding document
for localizing environmental SDGs into the local development
planning process. To better understand the needs and
interests of youth in achieving sustainable development goals,
the Nepal Youth Council (NYC) with WWF Nepal support,
conducted a comprehensive survey, involving over 350 youth
representing different parts of the country and produced a
booklet on “Effective Youth Engagement in SDGs”

COVID-19 SUPPORT
To deal with the impacts of the ongoing pandemic, WWF
Nepal provided relief support to the government partners and
community organizations of its working landscapes. Support
in form of safety equipment such as oximeters, thermal guns,
face shields, gloves, sanitizers, surgical masks, hand wash
and first aid kits were provided to protected areas, Divisional
Forest Offices, and local CBOs. We also provided livelihood
support to 13 different home stays that have been affected by
the pandemic.
WWF Nepal also signed an agreement with Abilis Nepal
Network to extend humanitarian assistance to people living
with disabilities in the buffer zone of Banke National Park.
Support in form of health and hygiene materials have been
provided in addition to other support such as trainings in
income generation activities.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

©Spriha Shrestha/WWF Nepal
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With the objective of localizing environment related
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 6,7 13, 15), WWF Nepal
has been providing technical expertise to capacitate state and
non-state actors in achieving environment related sustainable
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COMMUNICATIONS
& EDUCATION

HIGHLIGHTS
2021

6.4+

MILLION DIGITAL
REACH

649,000+
VIDEO VIEWS

164,000+

DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT

260

MEDIA MENTIONS
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RECOGNIZING CONSERVATION
EXCELLENCE
WWF Nepal recognized the role and contributions of promising individuals and
organizations through the WWF Nepal Conservation Awards on WWF Nepal’s
28th anniversary, through a virtual award ceremony.
Three individuals and one organization—Mr. Hemant
Raj Kaphale, Mr Karma Tarke Gurung, Ms. Sanjeevani
Yonzon Shrestha and Amaltari Community Homestay,
were felicitated with the WWF Nepal Conservation Awards
2021 for their exemplary role in biodiversity conservation.
Meanwhile, as the event was cancelled in 2020 due to
the COVID19 pandemic, awardees for 2020 were also
honored for their impactful work in conservation, namely–

Mr. Mukesh Pokhrel together with Mr. Rinzin Phunjok
Lama and the Center for Public Health and Environmental
Development (CEPHED). Selected by an independent
panel, the awardees received a cash prize of NRs. 50,000 for
individuals and NRs. 100,000 for organizations. Meanwhile,
two honorary awards were also granted to HIMAWANTI
Nepal and Pahalmanpur Community Forest Coordination
Committee for their outstanding work in conservation.

©Shayasta Tuladhar/WWF Nepal

CONNECTING CORRIDORS PUBLISHED

© Karma Tarke Gurung

Wildlife dispersal from one forested area to another is
crucial for gene flow and maintaining genetic diversity.
Unfortunately, growing urbanization and development
across landscapes has led to the fragmentation of forested
wildlife habitats and, today, these patches of forests are
primarily contained within protected areas. Corridors, which
include defined forested areas intermixed with grasslands
and wetlands, provide connectivity between protected areas
and are integral for easy dispersal of wildlife populations in
conservation landscapes. With wildlife populations declining
globally, it is imperative to prioritize or scale up restoration
efforts in corridors, particularly in large natural areas and
interconnected forests. This publication foregrounds the
many interventions, achievements, challenges, and setbacks
faced while restoring the critical corridors of the Terai Arc
Landscape, a relatively under-documented area of work.

WILD WISDOM QUIZ
Nepal was able to bring home its first international victory
in the Wild Wisdom Quiz 2020 battling it out among eight
international finalists from four countries – Colombia, India,
Hong Kong, and Nepal. Held virtually due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Nisarga Batika School’s Anushna Gautam and
Nightingale International School’s Saurya Shrestha secured
their victory on the international stage, after beating out 100
students, from 50 schools for the national title in Nepal. This

WWF NEPAL ANNUAL REPORT 2021

is further proof, that investment in conservation education
and learning by doing paradigms, can help in inculcating proenvironment values among children. To support this, offline
learning material in the form of a Wild Wisdom Quiz Book was
developed for distribution among under-resourced schools.
The book focuses on biomes, species, and landscapes in the
global and national context.

YOUTH PARTNERSHIPS
In a bid to educate, empower, and engage youth in conservation,
WWF Nepal’s conservation education program undertook
strategic partnerships with likeminded organizations such
as the Ministry of Youth and Sports, National Youth Council,
Nepal Youth Council, UN Youth Groups such as UNICEF and
UNV, Nepal Youth for Climate Association, Idea Studio Nepal,
CREASION Nepal, Forester's Society of Chitwan, and Institute
of Forestry, Pokhara to scale out its outreach activities among
a larger youth base. The programs leveraged on major youthbased calendar events such as International Youth Day, World
Environment Day, Earth Day, International Snow Leopard Day,
and National Wildlife Week to amplify conservation messages
through a range of skill building trainings and webinars,
digital campaigns such as “Honoring the Young” and “Climate
Warriors” that showcases conservation initiatives undertaken
by youth, platforms such as the National Youth Conference
and Glocal Teen Hero that recognize youth initiatives, and
supported various youth awareness programs such as silent
dramas, trash hunts, clean up campaigns, cycle rallies, etc.
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SCHOOL OUTREACH
PROGRAMS

YOUTH OUTREACH
PROGRAMS

WWF Nepal believes in the value of
learning by doing paradigms to increase
awareness and embed pro-environment
values among children during their
formative development stages. In this
regard, a series of educational material
ranging from videos to storybooks,
lesson plans and activity guides were
created as educational resources for
use within schools. For instance,
educational videos on trees “Pipal
Baje ko Katha” and snow leopards
“Guardians of the Himalayas - Part I
and II”, storybooks on threats faced
by flagships species such as tigers and
snow leopards “Adventures of Shakti
and her Three Cubs” and “Ghost in the
Mountain” as well as conservation art
challenges such as “Art for Change” and
stay at home environmental education
kits such as “Hamrai Haat ma Prakriti”
were released this fiscal year.

WWF Nepal’s youth outreach program is
founded on fostering a new generation
of able conservation champions using
social action models that educate,
motivate, and empower youth in
generating innovative conservation
solutions. WWF Nepal partnered with
Idea Studio, Season 5 to execute its
Greenovation program aired on AP1
Television, which seeks to nurture
and transform innovative green
entrepreneurship ideas into tangible
green business. The ‘College Idea Hunt’
component of the program received
100 ideas, whereas the ‘National Idea
Hunt’ received 200 ideas. The program
also provided incubation, mentorship,
capacity building support to ideators,
following which four ideas received
seed funding of Rs. 5,00,000/- to start
their entrepreneurial journey.

This fiscal year WWF Nepal undertook
re/mobilization of eco-clubs, ecoteachers through eco activities and
educational campaigns in schools,
such as the Adopt a Wetland campaign,
Global Children’s Designation, waste
management workshops, iEducate
programs were carried out through
local level partnerships with Mahila
Samuha, Snow Yak Foundation, and
Women Community Service Society.
WWF Nepal reached out to over 550
school and 25,000 students through its
conservation education initiatives this
fiscal year.

WWF NEPAL PARTNERED
WITH IDEA STUDIO,
SEASON 5 TO EXECUTE
ITS GREENOVATION
PROGRAM

Youth programs such as the Global
Youth Advocacy Training supported
by WWF Austria; mobilizing over
200 youth over a four-day capacity
building program, were also conducted.
In Nepal, students from Shree Kali
Devi School, Lalitpur emerged proud
winners beating 243 other students
with their concept of a Solar Powered
Halo, a dumping truck used to transport
waste powered by solar energy.
Likewise, supplementing Plastic Free
Chitwan National Park initiatives,
WWF Nepal created two fully equipped
Waste Smart Museums, fitted with
bottle crushers, LED boards and waste
segregated dustbins, within the park in
collaboration with CREASION Nepal.
A mechanism was also established
to collect 1000kg of recyclable waste
monthly. WWF Nepal reached out to
over 14,050 youth through its various
youth engagement initiatives this fiscal
year.

©WWF Nepal/Karkhana
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10 YEARS OF
EARTH HOUR
NEPAL
Earth Hour is a global environmental movement aimed
at inspiring and empowering individuals, businesses,
civil society organizations and governments to take
tangible actions for the planet. Since its first event
in 2011, Earth Hour Nepal has consistently focused
on generating awareness and encouraging proenvironment values and acts for lasting impact.

2011

2012

2016

Plantation and lamp lighting
ceremony at Boudhanath Stupa

Cycle rally at Basantapur Durbar Square and
'A Million Trees' project launched in Lumbini

Candlelight vigil to encourage climate action
at Basantapur Durbar Square

2018
Switch to LED Campaign and Musical
performances at Jawalakhel Ground.

2015
2013

Change Climate Change Campaign and
lamp lighting ceremony at Kathmandu
Durbar Square

Fewa Lake Clean Up Campaign and musical
performances in Pokhara

2019
2020

Over the last decade, Earth Hour Nepal has scaled up
from small scale plantation programs and clean up
initiatives to mass transformational events promoting
renewable energy and sustainable lifestyles. Earth
Hour Nepal went digital for the first time in 2020 in
light of the public safety concerns due to the COVID-19
pandemic and has continued the trajectory in 2021.

2021
Earth Hour - Virtual Spotlight talk show and musical performances
livestreamed on Facebook

2012

2017
All Earth Hour photos: ©WWF Nepal

Nepal's biggest sustainable lifestyle fair
organized at Bhrikutimandap

Earth Hour Nepal held digitally for the first time

Shine a Light on Climate Action Campaign
and performance by Circus Kathmandu at
Bhaktapur Durbar Square

2018
Switch to LED Campaign and musical
performances at Jawalakhel Ground

2014
Engaging youth through art, music and
candlelight vigil at Swayambhunath Stupa

A Million Trees project launched in Sacred
Garden of Lumbini

EARTH HOUR 2021
VIRTUAL SPOTLIGHT
©WWF Nepal

ROLE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY IN NEPAL’S
PATH TO RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE
As part of Earth Hour Nepal 2021, WWF Nepal organized a
digital plenary session on the “Role of Renewable Energy in
Nepal’s Path to Recovery and Resilience” to bring renewable
energy discussions to the forefront. Nepal has multiple
sources of renewable energy; however, a large portion of this
remains untapped. The plenary discussion centered around
how harnessing Nepal’s renewable energy potential could
help insulate and shield the economy from external stress
or shocks, such as the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The
panelists included energy experts such as Dr. Indira Shakya,
Gender and Energy Expert; Mr. Kushal Gurung, Chief
Executive Officer, Wind Power Nepal and Mr. Raju Pandit
Chhetri, Executive Director, Prakriti Resources Center.
©WWF Nepal

ANI CHOYING DROLMA APPOINTED WWF NEPAL
GOODWILL AMBASSADOR

©WWF Nepal

Venerable Ani Choying Drolma, a renowned musician and the
founder of Nuns Welfare Foundation of Nepal was appointed
as WWF Nepal’s Goodwill Ambassador on March 2021 as part
of the Earth Hour 2021 celebrations. As a goodwill ambassador,
Ani Choying Drolma will be promoting the greater cause of our
living planet and one health and nature-based solutions. The
goodwill ambassador will engage with communities, particularly
youth and women and raise awareness on conservation and
sustainable lifestyles; pushing forward WWF’s mission and
strategies, stepping on the tremendous experience, knowledge
and wisdom accumulated from her long journey.

EARTH HOUR NEPAL 2021 - VIRTUAL SPOTLIGHT

SPEAK UP FOR NATURE – DIGITAL CAMPAIGN

Earth Hour Nepal 2021 was held digitally on Saturday, 27 March
2021, providing a key moment for people to unite and Speak Up
for Nature. The event focused on highlighting how small acts
can power big change through a talk show format livestreamed
on WWF Nepal’s Facebook Page. The show engaged some of
Nepal’s top musicians and media personalities—Ani Choying
Drolma, Swoopna Suman, The Elements, Dr. Trishala Gurung,
Rohit Shakya and Sadichha Shrestha—in the interview based
talk show interspersed with gamified interviews on nature,
wildlife, environment, and musical performances. Over 45,000
people tuned into the event.

In the lead up to Earth Hour Nepal 2021, WWF Nepal
organized a #SpeakUpForNature digital campaign focused
on educating youth through a series of educational social
media posts, and encouraged them to speak up on behalf of
nature. The digital campaign included a spate of videos from
advocates, celebrities, influencers, business owners and
individuals on the values of nature, and the need to make
the switch towards sustainable habits and consumption
patterns today, for a greener tomorrow. The digital event
provided a key moment for people to speak up for nature,
with the month-long digital campaign and event garnering a
total reach of 5+ million.

SCHOOL INNOVATION CHALLENGE
While Earth Hour has primarily been a youth focused event, this
year Earth Hour Nepal organized a School Innovation Challenge
to promote innovation and conservation values among the
younger generation, and scale out the Earth Hour movement to
schools and students. As part of the challenge, schools were asked
to conceptualize an innovative idea to use renewable energy in
their school, design the renewable energy model using locally
available materials, and present the concept in a short video.
25 schools participated and Shree Terse Secondary School from
Sindhupalchowk, was announced as the winner of the “Earth
Hour School Innovation Challenge. Meanwhile Nightingale
International School - Kathmandu, Crystal Mountain School Dolpa, and Kathmandu International School were announced
as the first, second and third runner ups. The winning school
presented the idea of a "Solar Powered Dumping Truck" that picks
up litter and disposes of it in the correct place, with a working
prototype to accompany it.

©WWF Nepal
All Earth Hour photos: ©WWF Nepal
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FINANCIAL
SUMMARY

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
WWF Nepal acknowledges with gratitude the support received from the following partners,
donors and supporters:
• Parliamentary Committee on Agriculture, Cooperative and Natural Resources; National
Planning Commission; National Human Rights Commission; Ministry of Finance; Ministry
of Forests and Environment; Ministry of Agricultural and Livestock Development; Ministry
of Women, Children and Senior Citizen; Ministry of Energy, Water Resources and Irrigation;
Ministry of Industry, Tourism, Forests and Environment; Ministry of Federal Affairs and
General Administration; Ministry of Youth and Sports; Office of Attorney General; Department
of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation; Department of Forests and Soil Conservation;
Department of Plant Resources; Water and Energy Commission Secretariat; Department of
Hydrology and Meteorology; Department of Roads; Department of Electricity Development;
Department of Water Resources and Irrigation; Nepal Tourism Board; Social Welfare Council;
National Association of Rural Municipalities in Nepal; Municipal Association of Nepal;
Alternative Energy Promotion Centre; Offices of Protected Areas; Divisional Forest Offices;
Nepal Police, and Nepal Army.

FY 2020/21

FRESHWATER
16,672,360

CLIMATE AND ENERGY
28,119,130

OTHERS
11,190,754
WILDLIFE
517,335,101

• United States Agency for International Development (USAID); Ministry for Foreign Affairs
of Finland (MFA); Department for International Development (DFID); Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT); German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ), US Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS); International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN); KfW; Global Environment Facility (GEF); NDC Partnership,
World Bank; Whiskas; Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation; The Coca Cola Foundation; Carlsberg
Breweries A/S; Google Foundation; Intrepid Foundation; Hoffman La Roche; Sall Family
Foundation; International Ranger Federation (IRF); International Crane Foundation; South
Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network Secretariat.

GOVERNANCE
15,700,562

FOREST
129,233,629

ADMINISTRATIVE
26,964,488

• WWF US; WWF UK; WWF Finland; WWF Germany; WWF Netherlands; WWF Singapore;
WWF Belgium; WWF Canada; WWF Denmark; WWF Australia; WWF India; WWF
International; WWF Japan; WWF Switzerland; Tigers Alive Initiative; River Dolphin Rivers
Initiative

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW – FISCAL YEAR 2017-18 TO 2020-21
Themes

FY 2017-18

FY 2018-19

FY 2019-20

FY 2020/21

1. Wildlife

514,595,122

492,168,735

416,935,792

517,335,101

2. Forests

18,358,873

151,375,803

127,179,439

129,233,629

3. Climate and Energy

202,019,617

110,306,367

80,185,130

28,119,130

4. Freshwater

28,312,556

23,514,504

4,578,345

16,672,360

5. Governance

17,768,064

23,442,855

8,901,551

15,700,562

6. Others

16,603,529

21,290,607

14,963,876

11,190,754

7. Administrative Expenses (Levy)

57,872,699

41,331,131

22,247,450

26,964,488

Total Expenditure (1+2+3+4+5+6+7)

955,530,460

863,430,002

674,991,583

745,216,024

WWF Nepal’s Fiscal Year Ends on 30th June

• CARE Nepal; National Trust for Nature Conservation; Kanchenjunga Conservation
Area Management Council; Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal; Lumbini
Development Trust; International Water Management Institute; International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Development; Biogas Sector Partnership Nepal; Society of Hydrology
and Meteorology-Nepal; Family Planning Association of Nepal; Nepal Buddhist Federation;
Sowa Rigpa Association Nepal; Environmental Camps for Conservation Awareness; Youth
Alliance for Environment; Nepal Forum for Environmental Journalists; Forum for Protection
of Consumer Right Nepal: Clean Energy Nepal; Nepal Academy of Science and Technology;
Kathmandu University; Tribhuvan University; Conservation Development Foundation;
Institute for Social and Environment Transition; Nepal Institute of Forestry; Bird Conservation
Nepal; Ethnobotanical Society of Nepal; Building and Wood Workers’ International Nepal
Affiliate Committee; SENSE Nepal; Wildlife Conservation Association Nepal, Nepal Foresters
Association; National Foundation for the Development of Indigenous Nationalities; Nepal
Federation of Indigenous Nationalities; Himalayan Grassroots Women’s Natural Resource
Management Association Nepal; Prakriti Resources Centre; Community-Based Forestry
Supporters’ Network, Nepal; Nepal Red Cross Society; Abilis Foundation; NGO Federation
of Nepal and various other CSO partners.
WWF Nepal also expressly acknowledges the support and role of local governments, buffer
zones, communities and community-based organizations.

Figures in NRs
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