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It’s a beautiful weekend for fishing. 

Tomasi is the captain of a longline fishing boat and today he is not working. 
He has taken his two children, Ana and Vili, to fish at the seawall across from Vai 
harbour. While they are fishing, they see two boats coming into the harbour.



Ana: Daddy, those two boats look different. One is huge. 
The other one looks like the boat that you work on. What 
are they doing?

Dad: The grey one is a navy boat and the other is a long-
line fishing boat, and yes, it looks like the boat I work on. I 
think it looks like something bad happened. 



Vili: What do you think happened, dad?



Dad: A number of things could have happened. One is that the fishing 
boat may have been caught fishing illegally. 



Ana: Daddy, what does it mean to fish illegally?

Dad: A fishing boat fishes illegally when it does so 
without a license. 

Vili: What is a fishing license, dad? 
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Dad: It’s something like a driver’s license. If I don’t have one, I would be 
driving illegally which is not the right thing to do. Just like a car, a fishing 
boat needs to have a fishing license to allow them to fish
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Ana: So, what would happen to that fishing boat? 

Dad: If it is found to be fishing without a license, the company that owns it may 
have to pay a lot of money. Their catch of fish and fishing gears may also be taken 
away. 

Vili: That’s not good, dad. But what they did was wrong so it’s good to punish 
them.



Dad: Did you know that some owners of fishing boats do not report the number and 
type of fish that they catch? That’s called Unreported fishing. 

Ana: That’s lying, daddy. You told us that it’s not good to lie.
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Vili: What types of fish do they catch?

Ana: Parrot fish?

Dad: No. They catch the fish in deeper parts of the 
ocean. Usually, it’s different types of tuna.

Ana: That’s lying, daddy. You told us that it’s not good to lie.



Ana: That’s lying, daddy. You told us that it’s not good to lie.

Ana: I like tuna daddy and I’m glad they don’t catch the parrotfish like that 
because at school, we learnt about how the parrotfishes help to keep our 
coral reefs clean. Daddy, are there other types of fish that the fishermen 
catch?

Dad: Yes. Sometimes they catch sharks and sea turtles too.
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Vili: Oh no! I’d be too scared to try and catch a shark. Sharks are my favourite because 
they are big and strong, and I love the “Baby Shark” song. 

Ana: And I like sea turtles. Just like 
my ninja turtle heroes. That’s not 
good, daddy, trying to catch more 
fish than you need.



Dad: Yes, Ana, it’s not good. The sad thing is, these sharks and sea turtles are sometimes 
caught by accident. They get caught on the longlines together with the other big fish. 
Sometimes they are reported and sometimes not. I’ll talk to you both about these sharks 
and sea turtles when we get home. 
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Vili: Can I tell my friends about this, dad?

Ana: Me too, can I, daddy?

Dad: Yes, of course, if you like, I can come 
and talk to your class about it. We need to 
be very careful about this type of 
fishing. 



Dad: Children, do you remember when we went past the wharf, 
and we saw a flag of a country on a pole at the back of a fishing 
boat? 

Vili: Yes. Like Fiji’s flag we saw the other day. 

Ana: Oh yes, there was a flag of another country on 
another fishing boat. But I don’t know which country it 
was. Daddy, the boat you work on flies the Fiji flag.

Dad: That’s right! So, when you see Fiji’s flag flying at 
the back of a fishing boat, it means that that fishing 
boat belongs to Fiji.
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Vili: What does that mean, dad?

Dad: Some parts of the big ocean out there do not belong to any country. These are called 
the high seas. So sometimes, fishing boats go and fish without a fishing license, where no 
one is there to monitor what they are doing. This is called unregulated fishing. They fish 
whatever they want to catch and they also make lots of money doing that.

Dad: Boats need to be registered so that they operate safely and its owners can be 
identified. It also means that the boat has a national identity and can travel internationally.
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Dad: Alright children, the sun is setting 
and it’s time to go home now. I know you 
both have many more questions. Let’s talk 
some more after our evening prayer.



 


