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There is a saying in
Myanmar that whatever
you do, do it with ambition
– give 200% and reach for
the highest peak. It is also
our office motto.
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CHRISTY WILLIAMS
COUNTRY DIRECTOR

effectively and professionally
protect and manage
Myanmar’s natural heritage.

We never focus on what’s
possible – we focus on what
needs to happen and we
make it happen. The more
impossible the peak to scale
the more determined we are
to figure out how to scale it
and then how to scale up.

When public education on
wild elephants was needed
we supported Myanmar’s
first elephant museum
from concept to design to
the opening in June. This
museum has raised the bar
for all museums within the
country and is attracting
hundreds of visitors per
week.

When we were asked to
support rangers we knew it
wasn’t enough to just bring
in the funding, we knew
we needed to reform the
whole system, so we set
about planning the Myanmar
Wildlife College. In 18
months, this has gone from
a discussion to a scoping trip
when last month I stood on
the site where thousands
of rangers will be trained to

When we looked at the
Ayeyerwady River, the
lifeline of Myanmar, we knew
piecemeal projects would
not achieve our ambition to
keep the river free-flowing
and safeguard the people
and nature who depend
upon it. So, we developed
a strategy that considers all
aspects from the highest
Himalayan water towers to
the rich rice basket Delta,

from the 66 per cent of
the population living within
the basin to the incredible
terrestrial and aquatic
biodiversity, including
the critically endangered
Irrawaddy dolphins.
At the core of ambition
is vision, passion and
determination. This year
we are celebrating our 5th
anniversary and for nearly
four years it has been my
privilege to lead what I
consider to be the most
visionary, passionate and
determined office in the
network.
In Myanmar nothing is
impossible. It just takes
people to care enough and
it will happen.

DAWNA TENASSERIM
where we work

Southeast Asia’s hidden forests are among the last of their kind.
This vast wilderness straddling the international border between
Myanmar and Thailand is home to rare species, some of which
are found nowhere else on earth. Towering, centuries old trees
still stand here - relics of a land lost in time. Countless indigenous
communities including Karen, Hmong, Mon and Lisu have lived
here for generations, thriving on its abundant natural resources.
But the benefits afforded to humans by Dawna Tenasserim stretch
far beyond its boundaries. Every day its rivers provide water to
millions of people, and every day its trees take in vast quantities of
carbon from our increasingly polluted atmosphere.

WWF-Myanmar is working to protect this unique landscape, and all
those who call it home.
04 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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COVERS

180,000km 84% 6
2

AN AREA THE SIZE
OF CAMBODIA

STILL UNDER
FOREST COVER

SITES OF MAJOR
IMPORTANCE

HOME TO

560 168

8

BIRD SPECIES MAMMAL SPECIES SPECIES OF
INCLUDING
WILD CAT
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AYEYARWADY RIVER LANDSCAPE

where we work

The Ayeyarwady River is Myanmar’s heart and heritage. Its banks
host sites of major cultural significance and its fast flowing waters
nourish an entire nation, providing fish and fertile agricultural
land. Five of Myanmar’s major cities are in the Ayeyarwady River
Basin, sharing the landscape with an abundance of wildlife
thriving in ecosystems that range from montane and alpine in
the north, to temperate and subtropical in the south. Everyone
living in Myanmar has a connection with this unique river, and in
one 200km stretch of river just north of Mandalay a centuries old
relationship between a group of Irrawaddy river dolphins and a
fishing community sees man and nature cooperate to harvest the
river’s rich fish supply.
Every year the Ayeyarwady is estimated to contribute up to six
billion US dollars to Myanmar’s economy, provide 60% of the
populations protein intake, and grow 50% of its rice. But a growing
population and increasing pressures on the basin are making this
ecosystem and its inhabitants dangerously vulnerable to the effects
of climate change.
06 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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COVERS

61%

OF MYANMAR’S
LAND AND
ENCOMPASSES

14

MAJOR
ECOREGIONS

HOME TO

AROUND

OF
MYANMAR’S
POPULATION

IRRAWADDY
RIVER
DOLPHINS

66% 70

MORE THAN

388 50% 1,400 100
FISH SPECIES,
OF WHICH

ARE ENDEMIC MAMMAL,
OF THEM ARE
BIRD & REPITLE GLOBALLY
SPECIES
THREATENED
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COMMUNICATING
FOR CONSERVATION
This year the Communications and Partnerships
team has ramped up efforts to raise critical public
awareness of environmental issues across the
country and further afield, bringing conservation to
the forefront of the national dialogue in homes and
businesses. From leveraging partnerships to hosting
major events, producing videos to writing articles and
putting out press releases, investment in strategic
communications and partnerships is essential if we are
to achieve our conservation ambitions.
This year’s highlights from our Communications
and Partnerships teams include the opening of
Myanmar’s first elephant museum, supporting the
release of Myanmar’s new tiger numbers, arranging
a parliamentary trip to Thailand to showcase wildlife
tourism, and leading the first formal partnership with
Save the Children on Environmental Education.
08| ANNUAL REPORT 2019

+125%
+5000

‘LIKE’
GROWTH
REACHED
PER POST
REACHED BY
TOP POST

288,000
BIGGEST ENVIRONMENTAL
1 PAGE IN MYANMAR
BIGGEST NGO FACEBOOK
3 PAGE IN MYANMAR
ST

$228,771
total PR value from
major releases

1

elephant museum
opened

15
videos produced

RD

+1175

NEW FOLLOWERS
IN 6 MONTHS

OUR STORIES HAVE BEEN READ
TIMES

+130,000

22
parliamentarians taken
to Thailand to showcase
wildlife tourism

3000
children to be reached
in pilot Environmental
Education Programme

4
celebrity ambassadors
working with WWFMyanmar to increase
awareness and
engagement

+161,000
organic reach for
animation explaining
sediment dynamics

22
tigers established as
new minimum figure for
Myanmar
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programmes

ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE
FOR WILDLIFE CRIME
WE’VE GOT A MAJOR
CHALLENGE AHEAD.
BUT THIS CHALLENGE
COMES WITH GREAT
OPPORTUNITY. ”

Grace Hwa
Programme Manager

S
T
H

G
I
L
H
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OUR NEXT STEPS
2019 Conduct second cross-border workshop to strengthen

“ ON THE FRONTLINE

IH G

$

Myanmar is in the eye of the wildlife crime storm. As well as being surrounded by key transit
and destination countries it is also a key source country for poachers. Despite significant steps
taken by the government the country’s most charismatic species such as wild elephant and
tiger still remain critically at risk of extinction due to demand for their parts. WWF researchers
in Mong La have also revealed ongoing international trade in elephant ivory and rhino horn of
undetermined origin.
Whilst investigating consumer habits we are working with the government, international NGOs
and local CSOs to strengthen law enforcement controls, increase awareness, and to reduce open
sales in the region. We are working with law enforcement agencies, international experts and
partners to develop clear enforcement protocols for the regional IWT task force, facilitating crossborder collaboration with the ultimate goal of putting an end to wildlife crime.

BAN ANNOUNCED
Yangon Region government
announces regional ban on wildlife
product sales [October 2018]

IWT TASKFORCE
First national meeting to draft Illegal
Wildlife Trade Action Plan unites IWT
Taskforce members and other agencies
to develop solutions

2020 Golden Triangle Summit and strengthening of

cross-border collaboration and intelligence sharing
between Lao, Myanmar and Thailand

transboundary information sharing and collaboration

2020 Launch of Mandalay Campaign with the aim of

2020 Finalise IWT Action Plan and begin effective

announcing regional ban on wildlife products sales

implementation of the Action Plan at the regional level

Preliminary results of

CONSUMER SURVEYS REVEAL
Myanmar Nationals are mostly
interested in buying bushmeat,
whilst ivory products are most
popular among Chinese tourists

ANNUAL MARKET SURVEYS
reveal continued presence
of wildlife trade in markets
across Myanmar

BORDER WORKSHOP
with Lao, Myanmar and Thai
authorities enables sharing of
agency detection strategies and
protocols

2019 ANNUAL REPORT |11

how we work

how we work

ILLEGAL WILDLIFE PRODUCTS
WHO’S BUYING?
Illegal wildlife trade is rampant in Myanmar,
but for years little has been understood
about the people here buying wildlife
products.
In 2018 WWF commissioned a comprehensive
survey into the attitudes and behaviours
of people paying for wildlife products in
Myanmar. We targeted six sites known to be
centres for wildlife trade in order to better
understand what Myanmar nationals and
Chinese tourists are buying, and why.
This research has provided invaluable and
often surprising insights which will now
enable us to develop tailored responses with
a view to putting an end to wildlife crime in
Myanmar.
12 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019

FULL REPORT COMING SOON
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programmes

WILDLIFE
“ THIS YEAR I’M

EXCITED ABOUT THE
INAUGURATION OF
MYANMAR’S FIRST
WILDLIFE COLLEGE
DEDICATED FOR
RANGERS IN WILDLIFE
PROTECTION. ”
Paing Soe
Programme Manager

G
I
L
IGH

S
T
H

H
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OUR NEXT STEPS

Like all of our planet’s wildlife, species in Myanmar face significant threats from habitat loss and
poaching. But Myanmar is unique in that it still hosts an abundance of wildlife including endemic
and endangered species. We work in one of the world’s most important areas for biodiversity to
protect the wildlife that exists here.

2020 Conduct elephant population survey in the Central

2020-22 Establish and support wildlife college in North

2020 Roll out human-elephant-conflict projects in three

2022 Double the number of tigers in Myanmar in selected

Elephant Landscape (Bago Yoma-Ayeyarwady Region)

regions

This year we worked with partners to establish a new minimum tiger figure for Myanmar,
celebrating the presence of at least 22 tigers. In two elephant poaching hotspots we have
achieved over one year zero poaching and continue to support rangers at basecamps using
SMART patrol and CyberTracker technology. Our projects are mitigating human-elephantconflict, and the Government is expecting to soon sign off the National Tiger Action plan for
2020-2025. Meanwhile, we are working on the final amendments to the revised Conservation of
Biodiversity and Protected Areas Rules; legislation set to help ensure the protection of Myanmar’s
wildlife far into the future. We also have big ambitions for the months to come and are working
with the Forest Department to set up the country’s first ranger college.

in Yangon region
since 3 April
2018

ZERO POACHING
in Bago region since
26 February 2018

SIGNIFICNANT DECLINE
in poaching in
Ayeyarwady region

sites

22

4

ELEPHANTS COLLARED
LoA SIGNED

220
ZERO POACHING

Zamari Wildlife Sanctuary

RANGERS

CAMERA TRAPS REVEAL

active in 22 basecamps
across 4 regions

evidence of tiger and
elephants as well as 6 of 8
big cat species

with Forest Department
to complement MoU for
cooperation in programme
implementation

and are being tracked

PROJECTS INITITAED
to mitigate human-elephant
conflict Ayeyarwady, Bago
and Yangon

TIGERS
established as new
minimum tiger figure for
Myanmar.
Less than 10% of
49,000km2 potential
habitat has been surveyed
so far

2019 ANNUAL REPORT |15

how we work

how we work

PREPARING FOR THE
FUTURE
Nick Cox on Myanmar’s first
Ranger College

© Hkun Lat, WWF-Myanmar

Throughout 2019 WWF has
been working closely with
the Forest Department of
Myanmar to take significant
steps toward establishing the
country’s first Wildlife Ranger
college.

16 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019

CLICK TO READ THE FULL STORY

Nick Cox, WWF Myanmar’s
Conservation Director,
explains the logic behind
setting up the college, and
what it will mean for wildlife
rangers and other wildlife
division staff desperately in
need of the tools to prepare
them for a future protecting
wildlife and managing
protected areas.

Can you explain what a the ‘Ranger
College’ is?
The ranger college will be a permanent
institution where wildlife rangers,
wardens and other government agencies
can receive comprehensive, up-to-date
training on wildlife crime. The college
will teach the specific skills wildlife
rangers need to do their jobs safely and
effectively so that we can build a capable,
motivated national ranger community
and a sustainable training system that
will enable Myanmar to protect its wildlife
and wild places for years to come.
Why does Myanmar need something
like this?
Bordering some of the world’s largest
markets for illegal wildlife and timber
products, Myanmar’s endangered tigers,
Asian elephants, and their habitat face
urgent threats from poaching and illegal
logging. Wildlife rangers are the primary
defense against criminal activity in the
country’s protected areas and natural
habitats but at the moment no formal
training entity exists in Myanmar to
specifically help rangers develop the skills
and experience to fight poaching, enforce
laws, and reduce wildlife crime.

Currently, the most relevant training
wildlife rangers can get in-country is to
attend forestry schools, which provide
only some of the knowledge and skills
rangers need to do their challenging and
often dangerous work.
Where did the inspiration for this
project come from?
The spark was provided by State
Counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi, who
asked WWF to help make rangers the
conservation heroes of Myanmar.
Wildlife ranger colleges exist all over the
world, but we are working closely with
the Southern African Wildlife Ranger
college which was established in 1996
with WWF’s support. Many of Southern
Africa’s rangers train there now, and we
are working to adapt their model and
leverage their expertise so we can design
a successful wildlife ranger college in
Myanmar.
Who will attend the college?
There are already 596 rangers, wardens
and other Wildlife Division staff who need
essential skills training, and over the next
five years the Wildlife Division plans to
hire 100 additional employees per year
to address staffing shortfalls. All told,

more than 1,000 rangers in Myanmar will
need training in the immediate future.
What will the students learn about?
The college will provide classroom and
field training at a central campus, as
well as on-site training in protected
areas. The students will receive training
needed to effectively combat poaching;
from basic law enforcement patrol
techniques, to how to operate wildlife
management technologies, and remote
sensing. Wardens will also receive
advanced training in protected area
planning, governance, management, law
enforcement strategies, and wildlife and
forestry law - among other subjects

“ Further in the future we
envision the college as
a sustainable enterprise
that fills the need for a
regional training resource
on protecting wildlife and
combating illegal wildlife
trade.
”

CLICK TO READ THE FULL STORY
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how we work

how we work

ENDING ELEPHANT POACHING
We have been working with government
partners to put an end to elephant poaching
across Myanmar. This year we are celebrating
over one year zero-poaching in two of four
project areas.

THE ELEPHANT NEAR
THE ROOM

ZERO POACHING IN YANGON
SINCE APRIL 2018

Mitigating human-elephant
conflict with an artificial salt lick

ZERO POACHING IN BAGO
SINCE FEBRUARY 2018
ELEPHANTS POACHED IN 2017: 44
4

4

4

4

ELEPHANTS POACHED IN 2018: 14

4

3

3
2

3
2

3
2

1

ELEPHANTS POACHED IN 2019: 2

2
1

1

1

1

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL
2017
2018
2019

POACHED BEFORE PROJECT
18 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019

DURING PROJECT

“The elephants are back.”

1
© Shutterstock

4

In the early hours of an ordinary night in
Myanmar, the earth beneath one town
began to tremble. Saw Kyaw Naing Soe
opened his eyes in the darkness, listened
for a moment, and then closed them
again with a murmur…

5

5

CLICK TO READ THE FULL STORY
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FORESTS

2020-21 Continue to support the establishment and

“ CONSERVING

FORESTS IS NOT JUST
A PROFESSION TO ME
- IT IS A PERSONAL
COMMITMENT TO
THE PEOPLE OF
MYANMAR, TO MY
CHILDREN, AND TO
THEIR CHILDREN TO
COME. ”
Grace Tena

G
I
L
IGH

20 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Forests are entwined in Myanmar’s natural history, but as development ploughs forward the
future of these critical ecosystems is at stake with deforestation rates still among the highest
in the world. But attitudes are changing and there is hope for stronger action to protect the
country’s extensive forests.

management of community-based, biodiversity-friendly
livelihoods and enterprises in at least 40 villages in
Banchaung Corridor and Proposed Tanintharyi National
park

We continue to work with rural communities to set up more community forests; ensuring
sustainable livelihoods are accessible to the people who need them most, and we have played
a supporting role in the establishment of a network of ICCAs (Indigenous and Community
Conserved Areas) and CSOs in Myanmar. We are also helping Myanmar take steps toward zero
deforestation rubber; an initiative that has garnered express interest from international rubber
giants – putting economic development hand in hand with sustainability.

4
S
T
H

Programme Manager

H

OUR NEXT STEPS

NATIONWIDE NETWORK

NEW PRODUCER GROUPS
set up: critical in developing
sustainable livelihood
opportunities

on Indigenous and
Community Conserved
Areas established

20

VILLAGE EDUCATORS
from target villages facilitated to
increase awareness on wildlife
conservation and species
protection

Dawna Tenasserim

2020-23 Support the establishment and effective

management of a network of conservation areas and
wildlife sanctuaries in priority sub landscapes in Dawna
Tenasserim and Ayeyarwady river landscape

producing
8 rubber
villages commit to

Increased awareness on forest
and ecosystem services and
sustainable agroforestry in

13 NEW COMMUNITIES

2020-21 Help map and document at least two ICCAs in

WORLD’S FIRST
full traceability
application established
for sustainable natural
rubber

ZERO DEFORESTATION

COMMITMENT SECURED
to sustainable natural
rubber at local, regional,
national and global level

2019 ANNUAL REPORT |21

how we work
© Chit Ko , WWF-Myanmar

how we work

MEET THE FOREST MAN

COMMUNITY, CULTURE
& CONSERVATION

Ko Zin Lin Tun on being a
forest officer

Looking to the past to forge a
sustainable future

Ko Zin Lin Tun is a tall guy with tanned
skin. He goes by Zin, Sayar Zin, or Ko
Zin. He’s funny, but not usually a smiler.
Zin works as a Community Forestry
and Restoration Specialist with WWFMyanmar. The work he does is critical to
protecting the forests he cares so much
about. Maybe that’s why he usually looks
serious.

At Myanmar’s southernmost tip is the
region of Tanintharyi, an area home
to thousands of ethnic communities.
The majority are Dawei and Karen,
the second largest ethnic group in the
country. The region’s capital, also named
Dawei, sits near the western shoreline - a
stone’s throw from fishing villages and
unspoilt white sand beaches that give
way to the Andaman Sea. A population
of 120,000 live here, and with them a
number of WWF-Myanmar staff.

CLICK TO READ THE FULL STORY
22 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019

© Shutterstock

Zin is working to save Dawna Tenasserim
– a vast landscape with 80% forest cover
and rich biodiversity. We sat down with
Zin to find out exactly what he does and
why he cares.

CLICK TO READ THE FULL STORY
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 23
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FRESHWATER

2020 Launch campaign to establish heritage status for

“ WHEN YOU SEE THE

LAST REMAINING
IRRAWADDY DOLPHINS
YOU UNDERSTAND
HOW IMPORTANT
IT IS TO PROTECT
MYANMAR’S UNIQUE
FREE-FLOWING RIVERS,
THE ARTERIES OF THE
COUNTRY. ”
Frank Van Der Valk

S
T
H

Programme Manager

G
I
L
H

IH G
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OUR NEXT STEPS

Myanmar hosts tropical Asia’s last remaining long, free-flowing rivers: the Salween and
Ayeyarwady. These rivers are under severe stress from human activities; from sand mining to
fisheries and wastewater discharge. This year it was revealed that the suspended plan for the
Myitsone dam was being revived. If the dam is constructed it will inflict another devastating blow
to the population of critically endangered Irrawaddy River Dolphin living in the Ayeyarwady, as
well as bringing severe consequences for the nation’s people.

Myanmar’s rivers

2020 Provide recommendations to Myanmar government

on how e-flows can be incorporated into the policy
framework of the Ayeyarwady basin and Myanmar

2021 Mobilise international expertise on the main threats

to the dolphin population and devise an action plan for
increasing protection

2022 Publish Freshwater Habitat Risk Mapping

We are determined to keep Myanmar’s rivers free flowing by working with CSOs to counter
this alarming development and instigate a major rethinking of Myanmar’s energy scenario, as
well as working to keep the rivers clean by promoting wastewater treatment within the rapidly
expanding industrial sector.

PRIVATE SECTOR INDUSTRIES
AYEYARWADY RIVER & THE ECONOMY
MYANMAR’S FIRST
symposium and
technical workshop on
Environmental Flows

report raises awareness of
potential future scenarios
with

150

STAKEHOLDERS

and government officials trained in
using online water risk response tool,
“Water Risk Filter”

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
support provided to Ministry
of Natural Resources on
hydropower development

Status of
connectivity in the

AYEYARWADY RIVER
and its tributaries assessed
and mapped as the first step
to protect a free-flowing
Ayeyarwady River

2019 ANNUAL REPORT |25

how we work

Helping Industries create a more
sustainable future for Myanmar
Tha Bar Wa is a four-year project
funded by The European Union
under the SWITCH-Asia programme.
It seeks to support and encourage
small and medium sized enterprises
in the Food and Beverage sector
to adopt cleaner production
practices by strengthening technical
knowledge and skills, facilitating
access to finance, and advocating for
policies that incentivise sustainable
water and energy management.

26 | ANNUAL REPORT 2019

FOOD & BEVERAGE COMPANIES IN MYANMAR ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST
CONSUMERS AND POLLUTERS OF ENERGY AND WATER

60%

OF COMPANIES IN
MYANMAR ARE FOOD &
BEVERAGES PRODUCERS
(F&B)

5%

HAVE FUNCTIONING
WASTEWATER
MANAGEMENT

ONE FACTORY AT A TIME
Reducing river pollution in
Myanmar

89%

OF THE COUNTRY’S
F&B COMPANIES ARE
SMALL AND MEDIUM
SIZED ENTERPRISES

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
1 MOU SIGNED

1 FULL CYCLE

5 WASTEWATER TREATMENT DESIGNS

with 4 commercial
banks and 7
green technology
suppliers on green
finance

of wastewater
technical training
completed in
January

for 5 Food & Beverages factories in Yangon,
2 are already installed and up and running

© Hkun Lat, WWF-Myanmar

THE THA BAR WA
PROJECT

how we work

CLICK TO READ THE FULL STORY

Healthy rivers are vital to human
existence, and in few places does that
truth hold more gravity than in Myanmar,
where 34 million people (two thirds
of the population) live in the basin of
the Ayeyarwady River. The Ayeyarwady
feeds the nation with fish, irrigates
its fertile land, provides transport
and drinking water. Due to a lack of
regulation and adequate infrastructure,
every day tons of industrial wastewater
is pumped into the Myanmar’s rivers.
The Food & Beverages (F&B) sector one of Myanmar’s biggest industries
- contributes significantly to this toxic
issue.

2019 ANNUAL REPORT |27
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CLIMATE & ENERGY
“ WE ARE ALL

OUR NEXT STEPS

Just 44% of Myanmar’s population has access to grid electricity. Of the millions living rurally
most still rely on diesel generators and coal burning fires. The Ministry of Electricity and
Energy plans to distribute electricity nationally by 2030, but unless they choose to do so using
renewable resources, the future could look bleak for the world’s third most vulnerable country to
climate change. But there is hope.

DETERMINED TO
MAKE MYANMAR
A SUSTAINABLYPOWERED SHINING
LIGHT IN ASIA. ”

2019 Launch energy access and sustainable cooking

2020 Fundraise USD$10 million

2019 Introduce alternative cooking fuel and livelihoods to

2020 Provide technical advisory to state and regional

initiative in Ayeyarwady River Landscape

avoid human-elephant conflict due to deforestation

renewable energy

50

Programme Manager

ENDANGERED GIBBONS PROTECTED

S
T
H

G
I
L
IGH

H
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governments

2020 Reform policy for development of laws favouring

Our team of six have been working on energy policy, energy access, climate mitigation and
adaptation, and strengthening civil societies. A newly appointed Climate and Energy Advisor has
become invaluable not only to WWF but to a number of government bodies who seek his advice
in climate and energy related issues. We are on the precipice of change.

Shoon So Oo

for climate projects and
deploy renewable energy projects

5 PREFEASIBILITY STUDIES
LANDMARK MoU SIGNED
with Ministry of Electricity and
Industry for renewable energy
feasibility studies in one of
Myanmar’s fastest growing states

WWF supports government to
take signficant steps toward
implementing

FOR SOLAR-POWER

6 PREFEASIBILITY STUDIES
FOR MICROHYDROPOWER

PARIS AGREEMENT

as 0.65 miles of dangerous
powerlines are replaced in
Dawna Tenasserim

15
1030
RURAL HOUSEHOLDS ELECTRIFIED

WOMEN TRAINED
as solar engineers

with solar power

2019 ANNUAL REPORT |29

how we work

how we work
© Shutterstock

DON’T TOUCH THAT!
Making electricity gibbon
friendly

In a remote village in Southern Myanmar
a gibbon swings between a set of newly
installed power lines. What the gibbon
doesn’t know is that soon these power
lines will be electrified, making them a
death trap.

CLICK TO READ THE FULL STORY
30| ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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SUSTAINABLE FINANCE
“ OUR DEDICATED TEAM
IS ENGAGING WITH
STAKEHOLDERS TO
HELP REDEVELOP THE
FINANCIAL SECTOR
IN MYANMAR. WE
HAVE A GOAL, BUT IN
THE 21ST CENTURY,
SUSTAINABLE WAY. ”
Christopher Seyffert

S
T
H

Programme Manager

G
I
L
IGH

H
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Following decades of political instability Myanmar is now transitioning into an open economy.
Historically, foreign investment has been focussed on extractives and energy, ravaging Myanmar
of its natural resources and leading to inequitable distribution of wealth. As Myanmar is
particularly vulnerable to climate-related disasters which disproportionately affect the poorest
people and can derail wider progress, an approach to finance that incorporates environmental,
social, and governance factors is critical to the long-term prosperity of this country. This process
is fraught with challenges, but the critical time for action has arrived.
WWF is working with major banks, chambers of commerce, international embassies and local
banks to grow awareness of sustainable finance. We are identifying stakeholders and working
alongside them to assess their agendas, ensuring they align with the sustainable finance goals.
We are signing MoUs and NDAs, training staff and implementing sustainable environmental
banking policies. We are working with Myanmar to lay the foundations for a sustainable future.

OUR NEXT STEPS
2019 Continue training for Yoma Bank

2020 Roll out special assessment for Myanmar banks

2020 Continue training for CB Bank staff on

Ongoing Plan further Sustainable Finance Workshops for

sustainability and ESG criteria

Engagement with

KEY POTENTIAL PARTNERS
including GIZ, Delegation EU, ASEAN
Bankers Association, German Embassy,
German AHK, British Chamber of
Commerce

MoU SIGNED
with CB Bank, plus support in
writing their first environmental
policy

banks in Myanmar

CEO OF YOMA BANK
requests WWF to provide
training on susainability for
staff

Partner A Bank launches first

GREEN FINANCE PRODUCT

2019 ANNUAL REPORT |33
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SUSTAINABLE
INFRASTRUCTURE

“ WE ARE EXCITED

ABOUT CREATING
OPPORTUNITIES
TO MAKE SURE
TRANSPORT
DEVELOPMENT TAKES
FULL ACCOUNT OF
NATURAL CAPITAL IN
MYANMAR. ”
Eunkyung Kwon

S
T
H

Programme Manager

G
I
L
IGH

H
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Over the coming 20 years Myanmar’s government plans to roll out 34,400km of roads; roads
that are urgently needed but which unless properly planned for could devastate Myanmar’s
spectacular natural landscapes and the people and wildlife who depend on them. During this
critical phase of development Myanmar’s investments need to incorporate environmental
sustainability and social equity, or they risk delivering long-term consequences that far outweigh
any short-term gain.

OUR NEXT STEPS
2020 Strengthen government capacity to support
sustainable green transport infrastructure

2021 Establish green transport infrastructure network

DAWEI ROAD DESIGN TEAM
produced in collaboration with the Department of
Highways presented to and discussed among key
government departments before going public, warning
that wildlife is at risk

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TRAVEL TO USA
for the International Conference on on Ecology
and Transportation. Workshops include
developing an international strategy to engage
stakeholders and mainstream biodiversity for
sustainable infrastructure

We are working with partners and the government to collect and analyse crucial data on
infrastructure and its impacts on wildlife and the environment, raising awareness and
understanding of the broad range of ecological issues related to transport infrastructure,
and helping to ensure that sustainability is at the forefront of conversations on infrastructure
development.

NATURE IN PERIL REPORT

Myanmar delegates from the

together with WWF and
Neighbouring Countries Economic
Development Cooperation Agency
establish options for optimising
the Dawei road for wildlife

MAPATHON
Researchers from Smithsonian
Institute, government and NGOs
collect and analyse data on
infrastructure and its impact on
wildlife, enabling future development
of wildlife movement corridors

Together with WWF-US, WWFMyanmar arranges for delegates
to travel to Missoula to visit

WILDLIFE CROSSINGS
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MEET THE TEAM
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PRACTICES

FINANCIALS

WWF-MYANMAR’S WORK FOCUSES ON FOUR OF WWF’S SIX GLOBAL GOALS, AND THE THREE KEY DRIVERS OF ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES.
GLOBAL GOALS

DRIVER OUTCOMES

TOTAL

2,494,627

6,384,661

6,000,000
4,297,883

INCOME

4,000,000
2,000,000

3,145,368

FORESTS

WILDLIFE

CLIMATE
& ENERGY

FRESHWATER

POLICY

FINANCE

MARKETS

A world enriched
by extensive,
resilient forest
and landscapes,
benefiting
biodiversity,
people and
climate.

The world’s most
threatened and
ecologically,
economically
and culturally
important species
are secure in the
wild.

By 2030, an
equitable and
just transition is
underway that
limits warming
to 1.5°C, protects
people and
biodiversity and
builds a climate
resilient future.

Freshwater
ecosystems and
their services
sustain people
and nature.

Progress is
made on the
achievement
of Sustainable
Development
Goals and targets,
and robust,
transparent
governance
and policy
mechanisms are
in place.

Increase in
public and
private financial
flows towards
sustainable
development.
Public and
private financial
institutions
catalyze change in
government and
business policies
and practices to
reduce threats to
nature.

Effective
marketbased change
mechanisms
to measurably
shift local,
regional, and
global markets
towards
sustainable
production and
consumption.

FY17

TOTAL

2,086,778

1,726,251
768,376
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4,248,452

1,103,084

FY18

FY19

WWF-Network

Public Sector
2,289,363

3,958,914

5,203,368
3,392,898

4,000,000

EXPENSES

3,111,291

2,000,000
1,663,845

847,623

1,810,469

625,518

FY17

FY18

FY19
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NETWORK CHAMPIONS

MARCO LAMBERTINI
WWF-INTERNATIONAL

STUART CHAPMAN
TIGERS ALIVE

KIRSTEN SCHUIJT
WWF-NETHERLANDS

ERBERHARD BRANDES
WWF-GERMANY

DERMOT O’GORMAN
WWF-AUSTRALIA

HAKAN WIRTEN
WWF-SWEDEN

RON TSUTSUI
WWF-JAPAN

CARTER ROBERTS
WWF-US

BO ØKSNEBJERG
WWF-DENMARK

ANDREA JOHANIDES
WWF-AUSTRIA

TANYA STEELE
WWF-UK

PRASANNA DE SILVA
GLOBAL DIRECTOR,
COUNTRY PROGRAMMES

MIROSŁAW PROPPÉ
WWF-POLAND

ANTOINE LEBRUN
WWF-BELGIUM
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
Center for Climate Systems Research
Earth Institute | Columbia University

Smithsonian
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