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v/d'h'/ t/fO{df kfOg] 3fF;] d}bfgsf] cfjf;Lo kG5L xf] . o;sf] efn]eGbf kf]yL  
s]xL 7"nf] x'G5 . kf]yLsf] z/L/sf] nDafO ^^–^* ;]=ld= / tf}n !=&–!=( ls=u|f= x'G5 
eg]  efn]sf] z/L/sf] nDafO ^@–^$ ;]=ld= / tf}n !=@–!=% ls=u|f= x'G5 . efn]sf] 
6fpsf], 3fF6L / dflyNnf] efu sfnf] x'G5 t/ kv]6fsf] /ª ;]tf] x'G5, h'g p8\bf k|i6 
b]lvG5 . t/ kf]yL / aRrfsf] /ª eg] d}nf] v}/f]b]lv anf}6] s}nf];Dd x'G5 .

Morphology and Structure

Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis is a grassland dependent 
resident bird found in low land Terai of Nepal. Male is about 62-64 
cm in height and 1.2-1.5 kg in weight whereas female is slightly 
larger and heavier than male, about 66-68cm in height and 1.7-
1.9 kg. in weight. Head, neck and most parts of males are black, 
but has white patch in wings which is more distinct during flight. 
Females and young ones have buff-brown to sandy-rufous, and 
have buffish-white wing-coverts with fine dark barring.



Distribution and Population

In Nepal, Bengal Florican occurs in and around protected areas of Terai region from 
the east to the west which are: Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve, Bardia National 
Park, Chitwan National Park and Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve. However, its 
significant number has been recently recorded outside the Koshi Tappu Wildlife 
Reserve. Globally, Bengal Florican is found only in three countries,  India, 
Cambodia and Nepal and is possibly extinct from Vietnam and Bangladesh. The 
population of Bengal Florican is declining globally with estimated adult global 
and national population less than 1500 and 100 birds respectively. 

v/d'h'/ g]kfnsf] ;+/lIft If]qx¿ h:t}M sf]zL 6Kk' jGohGt' cf/If, 
lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h / z'SnfkmfF6f jGohGt'  
cf/Ifdf dfq} kfOG5 . xfn} o;sf] ;fgf] ;ª\Vof sf]zL6Kk' jGohGt' cf/If aflx/ 
klg /]s8{ ul/Psf] 5 . g]kfndf afx]s of] b'n{j kG5L ef/t / sofDaf]l8ofdf  
dfq} kfOG5 / ;Dejt leotgfd / aª\unfb]zaf6 nf]k eO;s]sf] 5 .  
o;sf] ;ª\Vof ljZjaf6} 36\b}} uO/x]sf] 5 . jo:s v/d'h'/sf] ;+Vof xfn 
ljZjel/df !%)) / g]kfndf !)) eGbf sd /x]sf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 .  



Habitat

Bengal Florican is known as a dry grassland bird species. It usually prefers 
short grasslands for feeding and long grasslands for breeding. After breeding 
season this bird is known to leave the breeding areas and occurs in degraded 
grasslands and farmlands. However, non-breeding habitat requirement in 
detail is still scarcely known. 

v/d'h'/ ;'Vvf 3fF;] d}bfgdf a:g] kG5L xf] . o;n]] l;?, sfF; / 
v8fOsf 3fF;] d}bfg dg k/fpF5 . of]] rg{sf nflu 5f]6f] 3fF; ePsf  
d}bfgx¿ ?rfpF5 eg] k|hggsf a]nf cUnf 3fF; ePsf d}bfgdf 
e]l6G5 . k|hggsf] ;dokl5 of] ;'Vvf 3fF;] d}bfg / v]taf/Ldf  
e]l6P klg o;sf] k|hggkl5sf] jf;:yfgsf] af/]df lgs} sd 
hfgsf/L 5 . 



Feeding Behavior

Bengal Florican is active only during the early morning and 
early evening for feeding. It is omnivorous bird and feeds 
on seeds, flowers, berries, tubers, insects like grasshoppers, 
beetles, lizards, etc. 

v/d'h'/ k|foM h;f] cfxf/f vf]Hg laxfg / a]n'sf dfq} ;lj|mo x'g] u5{ . 
of] ;j{xf/L kG5L ePsfn] ;–;fgf ls/fkm6\ofªu|f, 5]kf/f]b]lv 3fF;, bfgf, 
kmnkm"n cflb vfG5 .



Reproduction and Life Cycle

Bengal Florican lives solitary life but both male and female have 
multiple partners during the breeding period. Breeding season, 
starts from March and lasts up to May during which male holds 
the fixed territories and shows aerial display of flight to attract the 
female and defends territories from other males. Female lays 1-2 
eggs in long grassland and incubates for 4 weeks.

v/d'h'/ PSn} a:g ?rfpg] kG5L ePklg k|hggsf] ;dodf efn] / kf]yL  
b'j}n] w]/};Fu hf]8L agfpF5g\ . o;sf] k|hgg\ k|foMh;f] r}tb]lv  
h]7 dlxgf;Dd x'g] u5{ . Kff]yLnfO{ cfslif{t ug{sf nflu efn]n]  
hldgdfly lg/Gt/ pk|mb} dgdf]xs gfr b]vfpF5 . Kff]yLn] cUnf] 3fF;] d}bfgdf 
!–@ cf]6f c08f kf5]{ /  sl/a $ xKtf;Dd cf]yf/f] a;L aRrf sf]/N5] . 



Social Behavior

The major conservation threats to the population of Bengal Florican 
within its range are habitat loss due to succession and fragmentation, 
grassland burning, over grazing and disturbances by livestock, invasion 
of alien species, conversion of grassland to agriculture land, plantation 
etc. which in result has restricted the breeding population within few 
protected areas.

t/fO{sf] 3fF;] d}bfgdf dfgj cltj|md0f, cJojl:yt ufO{j:t'sf] r/Lr/0f,  
3fF;] d}bfgnfO{ v]tLof]Uo hldgdf ¿kfGt/0f, 3fF;] d}bfgdf nufOg]  
89]nf], jf;:yfgsf] sdL, cfxf/fsf] sdL cflb v/d'h'/ ;+/If0fsf k|d'v 
r'gf}ltx¿ x'g\ h;n] ubf{ jo:s v/d'h'/sf] ;ª\Vof t/fO{sf ;+/lIft  
If]qx¿df dfq ;Lldt ePsf] 5 . 



Threats

Bengal Florican is a highly threatened species of bird which inhabits in alluvial grassland. It can be considered as an indicator species for the 
grassland ecosystem conservation to benefit a wide range of grassland fauna. The existing threats to the Bengal Florican can be reduced through 
better understanding of its ecological requirements and incorporating them in habitat management, conservation education among managers 
and  local communites and conservation of breeding and wintering habitats. Understanding its importance, Government of Nepal, Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation is initiating its conservation in close coordination with Bird Conservation Nepal, WWF Nepal and other 
organizations.

v/d'h'/ 3fF;] d}bfgsf] ;+s6fkGg kG5L xf] . o;sf] ;+/If0f ePdf 3fF;] d}bfgsf] 
klg ;+/If0f x'g'sf ;fy} To; kfl/l:yltsLo k|0ffnLdf a:g] c¿ hgfj/x¿sf] 
klg ;+/If0f x'G5 . o;sf] ;+/If0fsf nflu ;d'bfonfO{ o;sf] af/]df hfgsf/L  
u/fpg], 3fF;] d}bfgsf] plrt ;+/If0f / Joj:yfkg tyf j}1flgs tj/n] afgL Jojxf/sf] 
cWoog u/L ;+/If0fsf sfo{j|md ug{ cfjZos 5 . To;}n] o;sf] ;+/If0fsf nflu g]kfn  
;/sf/, /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu, g]kfn kG5L ;+/If0f ;+3, 
8An'=8An'=Pkm= g]kfn tyf c¿ ;+:yfx¿;Fu ldn]/ ;+/If0fsf] sfo{ ul/Fb}5 . 



cfO=o'=l;=Pg= sf] /ftf] ;"rLdf v/d'h'/nfO{ ljZj / g]kfndf clt ;+s6fkGg 
cj:yfdf /flvPsf] 5 . To;}u/L ;fOl6; dxf;lGwn] o;nfO{ cg';"rL ! df /fv]sf]  
5 . of] g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, lj=;+= @)@( åf/f klg  
;+/lIft kG5L xf] / o;nfO{ lzsf/ u/L df/]df jf 3fOt] agfPdf jf c08fx¿ ;ª\sng / 
gi6 u/]df !%,)))—#),))) ¿k}Fof;Dd hl/jfgf jf #—( dlxgf;Dd s}b jf b'j} ;hfo 
x'g] k|fjwfg 5 .

Conservation and Legal Status

Globally and nationally, Bengal Florican is categorized as Critically Endangered 
species in IUCN Redlist. It is listed in Appendix I in the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). It is one of the 
nine protected birds of Nepal by National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
Act, 1973 A.D (2029 B.S). Hence, harming or killing the bird or collecting or 
destroying eggs is a punishable crime with the penalty of NPR 15,000-30,000 
or imprisonment of 3-9 months or both. 



Key Facts
d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name 
gfd

Bengal Florican

v/d'h'/

Scientific Name 

j}1flgs gfd 
Houbaropsis bengalensis

Length (Male) 

-efn]_
62-64 cm

^@–^$ ;]=ld=
Length (Female) 

-kf]yL_
66-68 cm.

^^–^* ;]=ld=
Weight (Male) 

tf}n -efn]_
1.2-1.5 k.g.

!=@–!=% ls=u|f=
Weight (Female) 

tf}n -kf]yL_
1.7-1.9 k.g.

!=&–!=( ls=u|f=
Global Status

cj:yf -ljZj_ 
Critically Endangered

clt ;ª\s6fkGg
National Status  

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Critically Endangered

clt ;ª\s6fkGg
Global Population 

;ª\Vof -ljZj_
1500

!%))
National Population

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_
100

!))
Global Distribution  

km}nfj6 -ljZj_
Nepal, India and Cambodia

g]kfn, ef/t / sofDaf]l8of 
National Distribution 

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_
Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve, Chitwan National Park, Bardia National Park, Suklaphanta Wildlife 
Reserve

sf]zL 6Kk' jGohGt' cf/If, lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h / z'SnfkmfF6 jGohGt' cf/If
Threats

vt/f
Habitat loss and fragmentation, grassland burning, over grazing and disturbances by livestock, 
invasion of alien species, conversion of grassland to agriculture land, plantation etc.

3fF;] d}bfgdf cltj|md0f, cJojl:yt r/Lr/0f, 3fF;] d}bfgsf] ¿kfGt/0f, 89]nf], jf;:yfgsf] sdL,  
cfxf/fsf] sdL cflb . 



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban Nepal ko Dhan' 
(Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID funded initiative that aims to reduce 
the adverse impacts of climate change and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This will be accomplished 
by working with the government, communities, civil society and private sector. In particular, the 
Hariyo Ban Program works to empower Nepal’s local communities in safeguarding the country’s 
living heritage and adapting to climate change through sound conservation and livelihood 
approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes the links between people and forests and is designed 
to benefit nature and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie three interwoven components 
– biodiversity conservation, payments for ecosystem services 
including REDD+ and climate change adaptation. These are 
supported by  livelihoods, governance, and gender and social 
inclusion as cross-cutting themes. A consortium of four non-
governmental organizations is implementing the Hariyo Ban 
Program with WWF Nepal leading the consortium alongside 
CARE Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.
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