
Bengal Tiger 

kf6] af3

Hariyo Ban Program



Concept :	 Hariyo Ban Program and Sagar Dahal

Text :	 Sagar Dahal

Review :	 Kanchan Thapa, PhD

Illustration : 	 Kuldip Jang Bahadur Gurung

Map : 	 Sanjan Bahadur Thapa

Design :	 Santosh Kumar Dahal

© WWF Nepal 2016
All rights reserved
Any reproduction of this publication in full or in part must mention the title and credit WWF.

Illustrations
WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program/Kuldip Jang Bahadur Gurung

Citation
WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program. (2016). Bengal Tiger.

Disclaimer: 
This report is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of WWF Nepal and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of USAID or the United States Government.



Morphology and Structure

Bengal Tiger Panthera tigris tigris has dark stripes in brilliant golden coat 
which aids in camouflage and helps to simply blend in the environment 
making the predator invisible while stalking the prey. Under parts and 
patches around the eyes are pure white. An adult male weighs from  
90-306 kg whereas as female can reach upto 65-167 kg. The height of the 
tiger can reach upto 250-390 cm in male and 200-275cm in female.

kf6] af3 xNsf kx]Fnf], ;'gf}nf] jf ;'Gtn] /ªsf] x'G5, / o;sf] z/L/df rf}8f sfnf kf6fx¿ x'G5g\, 
h;sf sf/0f lzsf/ ubf{ o;nfO{ ;lhn} b]lvFb}g . o;sf] cfFvfsf] jl/k/L / e'F8Lsf] /ª lgVv/  
;]tf] x'G5 . jo:s efn] ()—#)^ ls=u|f= / @%)—#() ;]=ld= ;Dd cUnf] x'G5 eg] kf]yLsf] tf}n 
rflxF ^%—!^& ls=u|f= / prfO @))—@&% ;]=ld= ;Dd x'G5 . 



Distribution and Population

In Nepal, Bengal Tiger is found across five protected areas in Chitwan National 
Park, Parsa Wildlife Reserve, Banke National Park, Bardia National Park and 
Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve and utilizes the corridor in Terai Arc Landscape 
within the country and across the border to India. Besides Nepal, it is distributed 
in India, Bangladesh and Bhutan. There are 198 adult wild tigers in Nepal and 
less than 2500 left in the wild.

g]kfndf kf6] af3 lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, k;f{ jGohGt' cf/If, afFs] 
/fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, z'SnfkmfF6 jGohGt' cf/If  
/ oL ;+/lIft If]qx¿nfO{ ef/tsf] l;df;Dd hf]8\g] h}ljs dfu{ t/fO{  
e"–kl/lw If]qdf kfOG5 . g]kfndf afx]s kf6] af3 ef/t,  
aª\unfb]z / e'6fgdf dfq kfOG5 . g]kfndf xfn !(* jo:s kf6] 
af3 5g\ eg] ljZjel/df o;sf] ;ª\Vof @%)) eGbf sd /x]sf] 
cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . 



Habitat

Tiger habitat ranges from wet, evergreen, semi evergreen, swampy 
mangrove of Ganges delta, deciduous forest, thorny forest and open 
grassland. Geographically, it is found at the sea level from Sundar Ban 
in Bangladesh to the base of Himalayas at 4000m asl in Bhutan. In the 
Teari of Nepal, after the eradication of malaria in the decade of 1950s 
A.D., human population from mid hills migrated to lowland and caused 
huge deforestation which ultimately shrunk the population of Tiger in 
current protected habitat of Terai Arc Landscape.

af3sf] jf;:yfg cf]l;nf] ;bfjxf/, cw{;bfjxf/, ktem8, sfF8]bf/, uª\uf gbLsf] t6Lo  
If]qsf] bnbn] hª\un tyf 3fF;] d}bfg;Dd km}lnPsf] 5 . kf6]  af3 aª\unfb]zsf] ;d'Gb|L  
;txdf /x]sf] ;'Gb/ jgb]lv e'6fgdf To;eGbf $))) ld= dflysf] lxdfnL km]b;Dd  
e]l6Psf] 5 . g]kfnsf] t/fO{df ;g\ !(%) sf] bzsdf dn]l/ofsf] pGd"ngkl5 kxf8af6  
ePsf] a;fO;/fOsf sf/0faf6 x'g cfPsf] Jofks jg kmF8fgLn] ubf{ af3 clxn] t/fO{ 
e"—kl/lw If]qsf] ;+/lIft jf;:yfgdf dfq kfOG5 .



Feeding Behavior

Bengal Tiger takes down the prey larger than its own size and is generally 
a lone hunter. Hoofed animals like Sambar, Chittal, Hog Deer, Barking 
Deer, Wild Boar and primate are the major prey of tiger. It is also known 
to feed on elephant calf, rhino calf, small mammals, and reptiles like 
python. Tiger needs 6 kg of meat in average per day and is known to 
feed upto 35 kg of meat in a single night. Female tiger with cubs needs 
more than average meat.

af3n] cfkm"eGbf w]/} jhg ePsf] lzsf/nfO{ ;lhn} dfg{ ;S5 . o;n] 
k|foMh;f] PSn} lzsf/ u5{ . h/fof], lrQn, nu'gf, /t'jf, aFb]n, afFb/ tyf 
nª\u'/ o;sf] d'Vo cfxf/f xf] . af3n] xfQLsf 5fjf, u}F8fsf s]6fs]6L, ;fgf 
:tgwf/L k|f0fL, ;l/;[kx¿ h:t}M clhª\u/nfO{ ;d]t cfk\mgf] lzsf/ agfpF5 .  
af3nfO{ cf};tdf b}lgs ̂  ls=u|f= df;' rflxG5 eg] o;n] Ps /ftd} #% ls=u|f= 
;Dd lzsf/ vfPsf] hfgsf/L 5 . aRrf x'sf{O/x]sL dfpnfO{ cf};teGbf a9L 
df;' rflxG5 .



Reproduction and Life Cycle

Female tiger gets sexually matured at the age of 3-4 years whereas male gets 
matured at 4-5 years. Mating in tigers is observed all year round. Gestation 
period ranges from 93-112 days and female generally gives birth to 2-3 cubs. 
Cubs remain with their mother after birth and get independent after they are 
2-2.5 years. Tiger can live up to 20-26 years in captivity.

kf]yL af3 #—$ jif{;Dddf k|hgg of]Uo x'G5] eg] efn] af3rflxF $—% 
jif{;Dddf jo:s x'G5 / o;sf] ;+ud jif}{e/L x'G5 . (#—!!@ lbg;Ddsf]  
uef{wfgkl5 kf]yLn] @—# cf]6f;Dd 8d? hGdfpF5] . 8d?x¿ cfkm\gL 
cfdf;Fu c9fO jif{;Dd ;Fu} x'G5g\ / To;kl5 :jtGq ¿kn] ljr/0f u5{g\ .  
lrl8ofvfgfdf af3sf] cfo' @)—@^ jif{;Dd clen]v ul/Psf] 5 . 



Social Behavior

Tiger is mostly solitary and meets only during the mating period. An adult male tiger has a territory where any 
other intruding tigers are either chased away or killed. Similarly, if a tiger becomes old and cannot defend its 
territory it is either chased away or killed by intruding strong male. Several females resides within the territory 
of a single male. Male continuously patrol and is known to walk several miles each day to mark their territory 
through scratch and urination. Due to its heavy weight and large body size tiger does not climb tree but is a 
very good swimmer.

af3 PSn} a:g ?rfpF5 / ;+udsf] a]nfdf dfq hf]8L agfpF5 . Pp6f jo:s efn] af3sf]  
cfk\mg} lglZrt If]q x'G5 / pSt If]qleq y'k|} kf]yL al3gL a;]sf x'G5g\ . ltgsf klg cfk\mg} ;–;fgf 
lglZrt If]q x'G5 . efn] af3 x/]s lbg cfk\mgf] If]qdf w]/} dfOn ljr/0f u5{ / gª\u|fn] lryf]/]/ jf lk;fj 
km]/]/ cfk\mgf] If]q lgwf{/0f u5{ . pSt If]qdf 3';k}7 ug]{ c¿ af3nfO{ o;n] wkfpF5 jf df5{ . To;}u/L  
af3 a'9f] jf sdhf]/ ePdf o;nfO{ c¿ alnof af3n] df5{g\ jf wkfpF5g\ . af3sf] 7"nf] z/L/ / 
clws jhgn] ubf{ ?v r9\g ;Sb}g, t/ kf}8Lg eg] /fd|/L ;S5 . 



Threats

Habitat destruction, habitat fragmentation, decrease in prey-base, 
poaching for fur and body parts, retaliatory killing in conflict with 
human, illegal hunting and diseases are the major threats to the 
Bengal Tiger. However, tiger population can bounce back as the 
female tiger gives birth to 2-3 cubs at a time and can conceive again 
within 2 years if sufficient prey base and habitat is available. Tiger is 
an umbrella species of ecosystem. The survival of tiger represents that 
the ecosystem is healthy and plenty of prey base is available with 
sufficient forest cover. 

jf;:yfgsf] ljgf; tyf vl08s/0f, cfxf/fsf] sdL, 5fnf tyf c¿ cª\usf  
nflu cj}w l;sf/, dfgj;Fusf] åGå tyf /f]u af3 ljgf;sf d'Vo sf/0fx¿ 
x'g\ t/ plrt jf;:yfg tyf cfxf/fsf] kof{Kt Joj:yf ePdf af3sf]  
;ª\Vof rfF8} a9\g ;S5, lsgeg] jo:s kf]yLn] x/]s @ jif{df @–# cf]6f;Dd 
aRrf hGdfpg ;S5] . af3 kof{j/0fsf] 5ftf hLj xf] . af3sf] pkl:ylt ePdf 
3gf hª\un ePsf] / cfxf/fsf nflu rflxg] k|;:t hLjx¿sf] /x]sf] :j:Yo 
kof{j/0fsf] ;"rs xf] eGg] a'lemG5 .



Conservation and Legal Status

The population of Bengal Tiger is in the brink of extinction and categorized 
Endangered in IUCN Red List throughout its range countries and listed in Appendix 
I of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) agreement. Tiger is a protected species according to the National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.) and hence, killing or harming 
of the tiger is a punishable crime with the penalty of NPR 50,000-1,00,000 and 
imprisonment of 5-15 years or both.

cfO=o'=l;=Pg= /ftf] ;"rLcg';f/ af3 km}lnPsf] ;a}  
b]zx¿df o;sf] ;ª\Vof ;+s6fkGg cj:yfdf /x]sf] 5 .  
To;}u/L ;fOl6; ;Demf}tfcg';f/ o;nfO{ cg';"rL ! 
df /flvPsf] 5 . /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f  
P]g, lj=;+= @)@( cg';f/ af3 ;+/lIft hLj xf] / o;nfO{ dfg]{  
tyf xflg k'¥ofpg] JolStnfO{ %),)))—!,)),))) ;Dd 
hl/jfgf jf %—!% jif{;Dd s}b cyjf b'j} ;hfo x'g] 
k|fjwfg 5 .



Key Facts
d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name
gfd

Bengal Tiger
Aff3

Scientific Name
j}1flgs gfd

Panthera tigris tigris

Height (Male) 
prfO{ -efn]_

250-390 c.m.
@%)–#() ;]=dL=

Height (Female) 
prfO{ -kf]yL_

200-275 c.m.
@))–@&% ;]=dL=

Weight (Male)
tf}n -efn]_

90-306 kg
()–#)^ s]=hL=

Weight (Female)
tf}n -kf]yL_

65-167 kg
^%–!^& ls=u|f=

Global Status
cj:yf -ljZj_

Endangered
;ª\s6fkGg

National Status
cj:yf -/fli6«o_

Endangered
;ª\s6fkGg

Global Population
;ª\Vof -ljZj_

Less than 2500
@%)) eGbf sd

National Population
;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_

198
!(*

Global Distribution 
km}nfj6 -ljZj_

Nepal, India, Bangladesh and Bhutan
g]kfn, ef/t, aª\unfb]z / e'6fg

National Distribution 
km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_

Chitwan National Park, Bardia National Park, Banke National Park, Parsa Wildlife Reserve and 
Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve
lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, k;f{ jGohGt' cf/If, jlb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, afFs] /fli6«o lgs'~h / z'SnfkmfF6 jGohGt' cf/If

Threats
vt/f

Habitat destruction, habitat fragmentation, decrease in prey-base, poaching for fur and body parts, 
retaliatory killing in conflict with human, illegal hunting and diseases
jf;:yfgsf] Iflt tyf vl08s/0f, cfxf/fsf] sdL, 5fnf tyf c¿ cª\usf nflu cj}w lzsf/, dfgj;Fusf] åGådf xTof 
tyf /f]u 



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 
'Hariyo Ban Nepal ko Dhan' (Healthy green forests are the wealth of 
Nepal). It is a USAID funded initiative that aims to reduce the adverse 
impacts of climate change and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This 
will be accomplished by working with the government, communities, 
civil society and private sector. In particular, the Hariyo Ban Program 
works to empower Nepal’s local communities in safeguarding the 
country’s living heritage and adapting to climate change through sound 
conservation and livelihood approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes 
the links between people and forests and is designed to benefit nature 
and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie three interwoven 
components – biodiversity conservation, payments for ecosystem 
services including REDD+ and climate change adaptation. These are 
supported by  livelihoods, governance, and gender and social inclusion 
as cross-cutting themes. A consortium of four non-governmental 
organizations is implementing the Hariyo Ban Program with WWF Nepal 
leading the consortium alongside CARE Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.

WWF Nepal
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal
T: +977 1 4434820, F: +977 1 4438458
Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org, info@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram


