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Morphology and Sructure

Bengal Tiger Panthera tigris tigris has dark stripes in brilliant golden coat
which aids in camouflage and helps to simply blend in the environment
making the predator invisible while stalking the prey. Under parts and
patches around the eyes are pure white. An adult male weighs from
90-306 kg whereas as female can reach upto 65-167 kg. The height of the
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Distribution and Population

' In Nepal, Bengal Tiger is found across five protected areas in Chitwan National
Park, Parsa Wildlife Reserve, Banke National Park, Bardia National Park and
Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve and utilizes the corridor in Terai Arc Landscape
within the country and across the border to India. Besides Nepal, it is distributed |
in India, Bangladesh and Bhutan. There are 198 adult wild tigers in Nepal and
less than 2500 left in the wvi
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Habitat

Tiger habitat ranges from wet, evergreen, semi evergreen, swampy
mangrove of Ganges delta, deciduous forest, thorny forest and open
grassland. Geographically, it is found at the sea level from Sundar Ban
in Bangladesh to the base of Himalayas at 4000m asl in Bhutan. In the
Teari of Nepal, after the eradication of malaria in the decade of 1950s
A.D.,human population from mid hills migrated to lowland and caused
huge deforestation which ultimately shrunk the population of Tiger in
current protected habitat of TeraiAre Landscape
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period ranges from 93-112 days and female generally gives birth to 2-3 cubs. (T 3eTS TG A 575 T TN W B9l (=R T |
Cubs remain with their mother after birth and get independent after they are PP T ATSET AT ;O—Qi e e
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2-2.5 years. Tiger can live up to 20-26 years in captivity.

Reproduction and Life Cycle
Female tiger gets sexually matured at the age of 3-4 years whereas male gets

matured at 4-5 years. Mating in tigers is observed all year round. Gestation
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Social Behavior

Tiger is mostly solitary and meets only during the mating period. An adult male tiger has a territory where any
other intruding tigers are either chased away or killed. Similarly, if a tiger becomes old and cannot defend its p
territory it is either chased away or killed by intruding strong male. Several females resides within the territory ‘ ]
of a single male. Male continuously patrol and is known to walk several miles each day to mark their territory
through scratch and urination. Due to its heavy weight and large body size tiger does not climb tree,but is a

very goodiswimmer.
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Threats

Habitat destruction, habitat fragmentation, decrease in prey-base,
poaching for fur and body parts, retaliatory killing in conflict with
human, illegal hunting and diseases are the major threats to the
Bengal Tiger. However, tiger population can bounce back as the
female tiger gives birth to 2-3 cubs at a time and can conceive again
within 2 years if sufficient prey base and habitat is available. Tiger is
an umbrella species of ecosystem. The survival of tiger represents that
the ecosystem is healthy and plenty of prey base is available with
sufficient forest cover.

h

> e |

AR (I TAT GUSHIU, ATERTH! FHHI, JTAT TAT A= AGIHT
AT g TG, ATHERTR g5 q91 I are [awTer G FRUEE
g1 aY Ifaq A=A 99T ARRIEN 9IS =T UAT  STeeh
JgET A dgd a3, [ha- Uk Wl ¥ X aUAT -3 AHE
oA TS A3, | ST GATIRUTeRT STl e &l | STerehl Sureaia qudT
AT TG AUH T ATERIBT AT ATed T SIAgehl gl e
TATERIH] b & A A7 |

7% ‘\‘H‘

L N\ain "

L* i\
'\




The population of Bengal Tiger is in the brink of extinction and categorized
Endangered in IUCN Red List throughout its range countries and listed in Appendix
| of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES) agreement. Tiger is a protected species according to the National Parks
and Wwildlife Conservation Act, 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.) and hence, killing or harming
of the tiger is a punishable crime with the penalty of NPR 50,000-1,00,000 and
imprisonment of 5-15 years or both.
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Key Facts

& fasroan
Common Name Bengal Tiger
qH Ci
Scientific Name Panthera tigris tigris
EEIBCIIED
Height (Male) 250-390 c.m.
TATE (T R40-3%0 AHI.
Height (Female) 200-275 c.m.
EREREIERL R00-30Y FAT.
Weight (Male) 90-306 kg
A (A1) R0-30% % SI.
Weight (Female) 65-167 kg
e (dre) T4-9%9 {9,
Global Status Endangered
sawar (faea) FIHI
National Status Endangered
qATAT (M) EECER
Global Population Less than 2500
Tge (faea) QY00 W= FHH
National Population | 198
TEET (M) 9%&
Global Distribution Nepal, India, Bangladesh and Bhutan
herde (fgea) T, W, TTATSLT T HE

National Distribution

Chitwan National Park, Bardia National Park, Banke National Park, Parsa Wildlife Reserve and

hdTEe () Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve

Ferqae wiftea s, 7@l s awe, afdar aftea e, afd aftea e T qaFThie T are
Threats Habitat destruction, habitat fragmentation, decrease in prey-base, poaching for fur and body parts,
g retaliatory killing in conflict with human, illegal hunting and diseases
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