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s[i0f;f/ …PlG6nf]kÚ k|hfltsf] k|f0fL xf] . o;sf] efn] / kf]yL ;lhn} 5'6\ofpg ;lsG5 . efn] 
s[i0f;f/sf] 9f8 sfnf] tyf k]6 ;]tf] /ªsf] x'G5 . kf]yLsf] lhpsf] b'j}lt/ v}/f] / k]6lt/ ;]tf] x'G5 .  
efn] s[i0f;f/sf @ cf]6f 3'ld|Psf l;ª x'G5g\ . kf]yL / aRrfsf] 9f8 / 6fpsf]df x'n'sf kx]Fnf] 
/ª x'G5 t/ l;ª x'Fb}g . efn] / kf]yL b'j}sf] cfFvfsf] jl/k/L ;]tf] 3]/f x'G5 / lrp+8f] klg ;]t} 
x'G5 . Pp6f jo:s efn] s[i0f;f/ &)—*) ;]=ld= x'G5 eg] kf]yL s]xL xf]rf] x'G5] . efn]sf] tf}n  
#%—$% ls=u|f= / kf]yLsf] tf}n #!—#( ls=u|f= ;Dd x'G5 . logLx¿sf] k'R5/ 5f]6f] x'G5 .  
;'Gb/ ¿k/ª\u ePsf]n] o;nfO{ ljleGg efiffdf ljleGg gfdn] lrlgG5 . lxGbLdf efn] / kf]yLnfO{ 
j|mdz …sfnfÚ / …uf]l/ofÚ elgG5 eg] j}lbs k':tsx¿ -;+:s[t_ df …xgf{Ú / …xgL{Ú gfd pNn]v 
ePsf] kfOG5 .

Morphology and Structure

Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) is an antelope, 
which exhibits distinct sexual dimorphism. 
Males have black and white pelage in dorsal 
and ventral parts and have two large 
spiraling horns. Females and juveniles 
are yellowish on their back and 
head, and are generally without 
horns. The under parts, chins and 
surrounding of eyes are white in 
both sexes. An adult male stands 
at 70- 80 cm and while a female 
is shorter at shoulder height. Adult 
males and females weigh 34-45 
kg and 31-39 kg respectively. It 
has a short tail. Due to its beautiful 
color, it is known by different 
names in different languages. 
In Hindi, males and females are 
known as “Kala” and “Goriya” 
and in Sanskrit as “Harna” and“ 
Harni.”



Distribution and Population

Blackbuck is an endemic species to Indian sub-continent. It was once distributed 
in major areas of India except north-eastern parts. In Nepal, Blackbuck was once 
commonly found from eastern to western Terai until 1960s A.D. but at present the 
wild population is restricted only at Khairapur, Bardia and the area was gazetted 
as Blackbuck Conservation Area in 2009 A.D. The wild population of Blackbuck is 
increasing in Nepal with nearly 300 adults in present. Recently, few individuals 
were translocated to Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve.

s[i0f;f/ ef/tLo pkdxfåLksf] /}yfg] k|hflt xf] . of] Ps ;do ef/tsf] pQ/–k"jL{ efuafx]s  
7"nf] e"efudf ljr/0f uYof]{ . ;g\ !(^) sf] bzs;Dd s[i0f;f/ g]kfnsf] k"j{b]lv klZrd 
t/fO{;Dd kfOGYof] t/ clxn] o;sf] k|fs[lts jf;:yfg alb{ofsf] v}/fk'/df dfq /x]sf] 5 .  
pSt If]qnfO{ ;g\ @))( df s[i0f;f/ ;+/lIft If]q 3f]if0ff ul/of] . ;+/If0fkl5 g]kfndf 
s[i0f;f/sf] ;+Vof a9\g] j|mddf 5 / xfn o;sf] jo:s ;+Vof #)) k'lu;s]sf] 5 . ev{/} 
o;nfO{ z'Snfkmf+6 jGohGt' cf/Ifdf :yfgfGt/0f ul/Psf] 5 .



Habitat

It lives in an open habitat of grassland, dry thorny bushland, and 
scrubland. It likes to graze with cattle and prefers to live near human 
settlements.

s[i0f;f/ v'Nnf 3fF;] d}bfg, kmfF6, rp/ / ;'Vvf sfF8f3fl/df a:g dg  
k/fpF5 . of] ufO{a:t' ;Fu} rg{ / dflg;sf] al:t glhs a:g  klg dg k/fpg]  
jGohGt' xf] .



Feeding Behavior

Blackbuck is a herbivore animal. It is a grazer and the major diet 
includes grass, cereal crops, leaves and forbs. It feeds mainly on 
young shoots of grass and various cereal crops.

s[i0f;f/ zfsfxf/L hLj xf] . of] rg{ dg k/fpF5 / o;sf] d'Vo 
cfxf/f 3fF;, kft / hl8a'6L xf] . o;n] la?jfsf] gofF kfn'jf 
/ ljleGg cGgafln ?rfpF5 .



Reproduction and Life Cycle

Blackbuck becomes sexually matured at about 8 months of age. Mating 
takes place throughout the year with two peak periods— March to May 
and August to October. During these periods, the male blackbuck becomes 
territorial and maintains a territory of 1–100 hectares. After five months 
of gestation period, the female generally gives birth to one young. The 
young is able to run soon after its birth. Lifespan can be up to 18 years in 
the wild.

s[i0f;f/ sl/a * dlxgfsf] pd]/ k'u]kl5 k|hgg of]Uo x'G5 . o;sf] k|hgg 
jif}{e/L eP tfklg kmfNu'gb]lv j}zfv / ;fpg–ebf}df a9L x'g] u5{ . 
k|hggsf] ;dodf efn]n] !—!)) x]S6/ ;Ddsf] If]q lgwf{/0f u5{ . kfFr 
dlxgfsf] ujf{wf/0fkl5 kf]yLn] Ps k6sdf Pp6f dfq aRrf hGdfpF5] . 
aRrf hlGdg] lalTts} bf}l8g ;S5 . k|fs[lts jf;:yfgdf o;sf] cfo' !* 
jif{;Dd x'G5 .



Social Behavior

Blackbuck is mainly diurnal, but occasionally it is active 
even at night time. It is gregarious and lives in groups 
of either single or mixed sexes, numbering from 15 to 
several hundreds. The mother and her fawn live together 
until the fawn gets adult. 

s[i0f;f/ k|foM lbgdf ;lj|mo /xG5, t/ slxn]sfxL+ /ftdf;d]t 
ljr/0f u5{ . of] !% b]lv ;of}+sf] ;ª\Vofdf ;d"x agfO a:g 
?rfpg] k|f0fL xf] . aRrf jo:s gx'Gh]n dfp;Fu} /xG5 .



s[i0f;f/sf] af;:yfg cltqmd0f, cToflws r/Lr/g, v8]/Lsf sf/0f 3f; ;'Sgfn] cfxf/fdf  
sdL, e':ofxf s's'/x¿sf] cfqmd0fsf] ;fy} s[i0f;f/sf] ;+Vof Ps} :yfgdf dfq /x]sfn] 
cfGtl/s :jhflto k|hgg\sf sf/0f j+zf0f'ut Ifdtfdf x|f; cfpg' o;sf] ;+/If0fsf k|d'v  
r'gf}ltx¿ x'g\ .

Threats

Habitat encroachment, food shortage due to overgrazing, 
drying up of grass, attack, injury and killings by street dogs, 
transmission of diseases from cattle, and genetic disorders 
due to inbreeding are some of the conservation challenges 
faced by Blackbuck in Nepal.



Conservation and Legal Status

In Nepal, Blackbuck is considered as Critically Endangered, and 
globally, it is included as Near-Threatened in IUCN Red List and listed 
in Appendix III in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). It is also a protected species 
under National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 2029 B.S. (1973 
A.D.) of Nepal. Harming or killing of Blackbuck is a punishable crime 
with the penalty of NPR 40,000-75,000 or an imprisonment of 1-10 
years or both. Similarly, anyone tracking and informing about killing 
or harming of Blackbuck can be rewarded with the cash prize of NPR 
25,000.

ljZjJofkL ¿kdf s[i0f;f/nfO{ cfO=o'=l;=Pg= sf] /ftf] ;"rLdf lgs6 ;+s6u|:t tyf  
g]kfndf clt ;+s6fkGg cj:yfdf /flvPsf] 5 . ;fOl6; dxf;lGwn] o;nfO{ cg';'lr # df  
/fv]sf] 5 . o;nfO{ g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, lj=;+= @)@( cg';f/ 
;+/lIft jGo hGt'sf] ;"rLdf ;dfj]z ul/Psf] 5 . ctM o;nfO{ dfg]{ jf 3fO{t] agfpg]nfO{ 
$),)))—&%,))) ¿k}ofF;Dd hl/jfgf jf !—!) jif{;Dd s}b jf b'j} ;hfo x'g ;Sg] Joj:yf 
/x]sf] 5 . To;}u/L s[i0f;f/nfO{ dfg]{ jf 3fO{t] agfpg] JolQmsf] ;'/fsL lbg] JolQmnfO{ @%,))) 
¿k}ofF;Dd gub k'/:sf/ lbg ;lsg] Joj:yf 5 .



Key Facts
d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name 

gfd
Blackbuck

s[i0f;f/

Scientific Name 

j}1flgs gfd
Antilope cervicapra

Height 

prfO{  
70-80 cm

&)—*) ;]=ld=

Weight (Male)

tf}n -efn]_ 
34-45 k.g.

#$—$% ls=u|f=

Weight (Female)

tf}n -kf]yL_
31-39 k.g.

#!—#( ls=u|f=

Global Status

cj:yf -ljZj_
Near Threatened

lgs6 ;ª\s6u|:t

National Status

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Critically Endangered

clt ;ª\s6fkGg

National Population

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_
300

#))

Global Distribution 

km}nfj6 -ljZj_
India and Nepal 

ef/t / g]kfn

National Distribution

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_
Khairapur, Bardia

v}/fk'/, alb{of

Threats

vt/f
Habitat encroachment, overgrazing, drying up of grass, attack, injury and 
killings by the street dogs, transmission of diseases, inbreeding etc.

af;:yfg cltqmd0f, cToflws r/Lr/g, v8]/L, e':ofxf s's'/x¿sf] cfqmd0f, j+zf0f'ut 
Ifdtfdf x|f; cflb .



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban 
Nepal ko Dhan' (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID 
funded initiative that aims to reduce the adverse impacts of climate change 
and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This will be accomplished by working with 
the government, communities, civil society and private sector. In particular, 
the Hariyo Ban Program works to empower Nepal’s local communities in 
safeguarding the country’s living heritage and adapting to climate change through 
sound conservation and livelihood approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes 
the links between people and forests and is designed to benefit nature and 
people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie three interwoven components – 
biodiversity conservation, payments for ecosystem services including REDD+ and 
climate change adaptation. These are supported by  livelihoods, governance, 
and gender and social inclusion as cross-cutting themes. A consortium of four 
non-governmental organizations is implementing the Hariyo Ban Program with 
WWF Nepal leading the consortium alongside CARE Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.
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