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Morphology and Structure

Clouded Leopard  (Neofelis nebulosa Griffith, 1821) is the largest among the small cat species and the smallest among the big cats. Clouded Leopard gets its 
name from the cloud-like patterns in its body. Clouded Leopard has short limbs, broad paws and exceptionally long-tail and is perfectly adapted for arboreal 
lifestyle. The cat has the longest canine of all carnivores in relation to its body size. The length from head to posterior end of body (without tail) in male is 
104-125 cm and in female is 86-117 cm. The length of the tail almost equals to that of body. The body weight of Clouded Leopard ranges from 11 to 23 kg. 
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Distribution and Population

Globally, the Clouded Leopard is found in Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, China, Cambodia, India, Laos, 
Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam. In Nepal, Clouded Leopard is recorded in the protected areas of 
Annapurna Conservation Area, Manaslu Conservation Area, Langtang National Park, Shivapuri-Nagarjun 
National Park, Makalu±Barun National Park, Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, Chitwan National Park 
and Parsa National Park. Outside the protected areas, they have been recorded 
from the districts of Kaski, Chitwan, Sunsari  and Sankhuwasabha. The 
global population is estimated around 10,000 individuals.
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Habitat

Clouded Leopard is strongly associated with 
the dense and sub-tropical forests of South and 
South-east Asia. However, Clouded Leopard has 
also been observed to use secondary forests, 
dry tropical forests, scrub and grasslands, and 
mangroves. Generally, Clouded Leopard inhabits 
the dense forests up to 2,500 meters above sea 
level, though recently few individuals have also 
been recorded from higher than 3,500 meters 
above sea level in Bhutan, India and Nepal. 
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Feeding Behaviour

Very little is known about Clouded Leopard©s feeding 
behaviour. In the wild, Clouded Leopard prey on Macaque, 
Barking Deer, Langur, Squirrel, Tree Shrew and bird species. 
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Reproduction and Life Cycle

Clouded Leopard gets sexually matured at an average age of 26 months. Mating usually occurs 
between December and March. After a gestation period of 90 - 100 days, females give birth to a 
litter of one to five, mostly three cubs. 
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Social Behaviour

Clouded Leopard is a nocturnal species, and is active mostly during dawn, dusk 
and night. Clouded Leopard is a solitary animal except during breeding season and 
when a female is accompanied by her cubs. Very little is known about the social 
behaviour of Clouded Leopard due to very few behavioural ecological researches.



Threats

Poaching for hide and body parts, decrease in natural prey-base 
due to hunting of ungulates, deer and macaques, habitat loss 
due to deforestation, large infrastructure development, mining, 
urbanization and forest fire are the major threats for the conservation 
of Clouded Leopard.
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Conservation and Legal Status

Clouded Leopard is categorized as Vulnerable and Endangered on the Global and National IUCN Red List Assessment respectively. Clouded Leopard is listed in 
Appendix I of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Clouded Leopard is listed under protected animal list 
in National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.) killing or injuring, selling, purchasing or transferring or obtaining Clouded Leopard or 
keeping, purchasing or selling of its body parts or derivatives is 
a punishable crime with the penalty of NPR 500,000-
1,000,000 or an imprisonment of 5-15 years or both.
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Key Facts  
d'Vo tYox?

Common Name
gfd

Clouded Leopard 
WjfF;] lrt'jf

Scientific Name
j}1flgs gfd

Neofelis nebulosa

Head-Body Length
nDafO{

86 - 125 cm 
*^ - !@% ;]=dL=

Weight
Tff}n

11 - 23 kg
!! - @# s]=hL=

Global Status
ljZjJofkL cj:yf

Vulnerable
;+j]bgzLn

National Status 
/fli6«o cj:yf 

Endangered
;+s6fkGg

Global Population
ljZjJofkL ;+Vof  

10,000
!),)))

National Population
/fli6«o ;+Vof

Less than 100 (estimated)
!)) eGbf sd

Global Distribution
ljZjJofkL km}nfj6 

Bhutan, Bangladesh, China, Cambodia, India, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand and Vietnam

e'6fg, a+unfb]z, rLg, sdaf]l8of, ef/t, nfcf];, dn]l;of, g]kfn, yfO{Nof08 tyf leotgfd
National Distribution
/fli6«o km}nfj6 

Annapurna Conservation Area, Manaslu Conservation Area, Langtang National Park, Shivapuri-Nagarjun National Park, Makalu±
Barun National Park, Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, Chitwan National Park and Parsa National Park  
cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q, dgf:n' ;+/If0f If]q, nfª6fË /fli6«o lgs'~h, lzjk'/L gfufh{'g /fli6«o lgs'~h, dsfn' a?0f /fli6«o lgs'~h, 
sGrgh+3f ;+/If0f If]q, lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h / k;f{ /fli6«o lgs'~h

Threats 

vt/f
Poaching, habitat loss due to deforestation, hydropower construction, mining, urbanization and livestock grazing 
rf]/L lzsf/, jg km8fgL, jg 89]nf], hn ljB't u[x lgdf{0f, vflg pTvgg tyf h+undf ufO{ j:t' r/fpg'



WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal 
T: +977 1 4434820
Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram 

USAID's Hariyo Ban Program finds its inspiration from the popular saying ‘Hariyo Ban: Nepal Ko Dhan’ (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is 
designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal and emphasizes the links between people and forests. The goal of the Program is to increase ecological and 
community resilience in Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape (CHAL) and Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), and is implemented by a consortium of four partners: World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal as prime recipient, the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere (CARE), the National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), 
and the Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal (FECOFUN). The first phase was implemented from 2011 to 2016 and the second phase will run till 
2021. The second phase will build on the foundations of first phase, applying lessons learned and scaling-up promising approaches. It works on two core 
interwoven components – Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Change Adaptation. Governance, and Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) are cross-
cutting themes that are mainstreamed across the two core components, and Livelihood is nested under the Biodiversity Conservation component. 


