
Himalayan Monal 

8fFkm]

Hariyo Ban Program



Concept : Hariyo Ban Program and Sagar Dahal

Text : Hari Basnet

Review : Rajendra Suwal

Illustration :  Kuldip Jang Bahadur Gurung

Map :  Sanjan Bahadur Thapa

Design : Santosh Kumar Dahal

© WWF Nepal 2016
All rights reserved
Any reproduction of this publication in full or in part must mention the title and credit WWF.

Illustrations
WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program/Kuldip Jang Bahadur Gurung

Citation
WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program. (2016). Himalayan Monal.

Disclaimer: 
This report is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of WWF Nepal and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of USAID or the United States Government.



8fFkm] g]kfnsf] /fli6«o kG5L xf] . 8fFkm]nfO{ cª\u|]hLdf e'nj; …lxdfnog  
d'gfnÚ elgG5, lsgeg] d'gfn 5'6\6} kG5L xf] . efn] / kf]yLnfO{ KjfFvsf]  
/ªsf cfwf/df ;lhn} 5'6\ofpg ;lsG5 . efn]sf] 9f8sf] /ª rlDsnf] xl/of], 
tfdf / j}hgL ldl;Psf] ;fy} ;]tf] 6f6f] / u]?–v}/f] /ªsf] k'R5/ x'G5 . kf]yLsf]  
;]tf] s07, 5f]6f] sNsL / tNnf] efudf df]6f, 7f8f k"0f{wsf{ /  dflyNnf] k'R5/ 
9sgLdf v'kf{sf/ ;fF3'/f] ;]tf] k'R5/sf] 6'Kkf] x'G5 . of] p8\bfv]/L k'R5/sf] ;]tf] 
6'Kkf] / k'R5/ 9sgLsf] ;]tf] efu k|:6 b]lvG5 .

Morphology and Structure

Danfe Lophophorus impejanus (Himalayan Monal, the name in English 
is given mistakenly because Satyr Tragopan Tragopan satyra is called 
Monal in Nepali) is the National Bird of Nepal. Male and female are 
easily differentiated with the plumage color. Male is iridescent green, 
copper and purple with small patch on back and cinnamon brown tail 
and spatulate tipped crest. Female has pale streaking on underparts, 
prominent white throat, short crest and bright blue orbital skin. During 
flight it shows whitish 'horseshoe' on uppertail-covert and narrow white 
tip to tail.



Distribution and Population

Danfe is  found in all the mountain protected areas from 
Kanchanjunga Conservation Area in east to Khaptad 
National Park in the west including Rara, Langtang, 
Makalu Barun, Sagarmatha and Shey-Phoksundo 
National Parks, Api Nampa, Annapurna, Gaurishankar 
and Manaslu Conservation Areas and Dhorpatan 
Hunting Reserve in Nepal. Besides protected areas, it 
is also recorded  from Darchula, Humla, Jumla, Bajura, 
Myagdi and Taplejung districts. Globally, this species 
have been recorded from Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, 
China (Tibet), Bhutan and Myanmar. The estimated 
population of Himalayan Monal is 3500-5000 in 
Nepal.

8fFkm] k"j{df s~rghª\3f ;+/lIft If]qb]lv klZrddf vKt8  
/fli6«o lgs'~h u/L ;a} lxdfnL ;+/lIft If]qdf kfOG5, 
h;dfM /f/f, z]–kmf]S;'08f], nfª\6fª, ;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~h,  
9f]/kf6g lzsf/ cf/If,  cGgk"0f{ tyf dgf:n' ;+/lIft If]q k5{g\  .  
;+/lIft If]q aflx/ of] bfr'{nf, x'Dnf, h'Dnf, afh'/f, DofUbL / tfKn]h'ª  
lhNnfdf klg kfOPsf] 5 . g]kfn afx]s of] ckmuflg:tfg, 
kfls:tfg, ef/t, rLgsf] ltAat, e'6fg / Dofgdf/df klg 
kfOG5 . o;sf] ;ª\Vof g]kfndf #%))—%))) /x]sf] cg'dfg 
ul/Psf] 5 . 



Habitat

Danfe is a relatively large sized pheasant 
of mountainous region and inhabits in 
steep grassy slopes and open rocky slopes 
above the treeline in summer upto 4500m 
asl and descending to lower altitudes upto 
2000m asl in rhododendron forest during 
the winter. However, it prefers upper 
temperate oak-conifer forests between 
2700-3700m asl. It is the most admired 
bird of mountanious region due to its 
iridescent rainbow-like plumage. 

8fFkm] lxdfno If]qsf] 7'nf] cfsf/sf] sflnh 
k|hfltsf] kG5L xf] . udL{ df};ddf of] ;d'Gb|L 
;txeGbf $%)) ld= dflysf] le/fnf], 9'ª\u] / 3fF;] 
d}bfg;Dd k'U5 eg] hf8f] df};ddf @@)) ld=sf 
nfnLu'F/f; jgdf kfOG5 . t}klg d'Votof of] 
lxdfnL e"–efusf] @&))—#&)) ld= sf] ;dlztf]i0f  
;bfjxf/ sf]0fwf/L hª\undf a:g ?rfpF5 .   
;Kt/ª\uL OGb]|0fL h:tf] KjFfv ePsfn] of] cfsif{s  
b]lvG5 . 



Feeding Behavior

Danfe is an omnivorous bird which feeds on grass, flowers 
seeds, roots, tubers, shoots, berries, insects and their larvae. 
With the help of its strong legs and a long, curved powerful 
bill it can dig up to 25 cm deep even into hard soils of the 
mountains for feeding. 

8fFkm] ;jf{xf/L kG5L xf] . o;n] ;fdfGotof 3fF;, km'nsf lap, h/f, 
6';fsf ;fy} ls/f km6\ofª\u|fx¿ vfG5 . o;n] cfxf/f vf]Hgsf 
nflu cfk\mgf] alnof v'6\6f / r'Rrf] k|of]u u/L hldgdf @% ;]=ld= 
tn;Dd vGg ;S5 . 



k|hgg\sf] ;dodf  -r}t–a}zfv_ 8fFkm] cfkm\gf] ;xjf; ug]{ ;fyL;Fu 
ldng gx'Fbf;Dd lbge/L s/fpF5 . logLx¿ k|hggsf] ;dodf efn] /  
kf]yL b'j}n] w]/};Fu hf]8L agfO{ ;+;u{ u/]klg slxn]sfFxL hf]8L aRrf 
gx's{Gh]n;Dd ;Fu} a:5g\ . ;+udkl5 kf]yLn] #—% cf]6f;Dd c08f 
kf/]/ sl/a @& lbg;Dd cf]yf/f] a:5] / To; cjlw;Dd kf]yLnfO{ 
efn]n] ;'/Iff k|bfg u5{ . aRrfx¿ ^ dlxgfkl5 :jtGq x'G5g\ / @ 
jif{b]lv k|hgg\sf nflu of]Uo x'G5g\ .

Reproduction and Life Cycle

The breeding season of Danfe begins in April.  The male calls 
throughout the day until it attracts a female. It is a polygynous 
species but sometimes the pairs may lasts from mating to 
incubation. After mating, the female scrapes a nest in the ground 
and lays 3-5 eggs. The female incubates the eggs for 27 days and 
during this period the male guards the eggs until they are hatched 
and chicks fledge away. The young is completely independent 
after six months, and can breed by the second year.



Social Behavior

Danfe uses several types of calls for different 
purpose like breeding, socializing etc. 
Male generally associates in groups of 2-3 
individuals but are somewhat territorial and 
show aggression during the breeding season. 
During the winter, females tend to associate 
in groups of about 20 individuals and are 
considered to be friendly.

;do / kl/l:yltcg';f/, h:t}M k|hgg\sf] ;do jf vt/f ePsf]  
a]nf 8fFkm]n] km/s km/s cfjfh lgsfNg ;S5 . efn]x¿ ;fdfGotof 
@—# cf]6fsf] ;d"xdf ldn]/ a:5g\ . k|hgg\sf] ;dodf eg] 
efn]n] cfkm\gf] lglZrt If]q lgwf{/0f u5{ / 3';k}7 ug]{ c¿  
efn]x¿k|lt cfj|mfds x'G5 . kf]yLx¿ eg] ldng;f/ x'G5g\ /  
hf8f]sf] df};ddf sl/a @) cf]6fsf] ;d"x agfO{ a:5g\ .



Threats

Danfe is highly threatened by poaching and hunted for meat, crest 
feathers and colourful plumes. Traditionally,  the tail of Danfe is used 
for making arrows by Thakali, Chhanthyal and Magar communities of 
Nepal. Disturbance is another factor contributing to the possible decline 
of its population.

8fFkm]nfO{ df;', sNsL / ;Kt/ª\uL KjFfvsf nflu lzsf/ ul/g] x'Fbf o;sf] 
;ª\Vof ;+j]bgzLn cj:yfdf k'lu;s]sf] 5 . k/Dk/fut ¿kdf o;sf] 
k'R5/sf] KjfFv g]kfnsf ysfnL, 5GYofn / du/ ;d'bfon] wg'ifsf] tL/ 
agfpFg k|of]u u5{g\ . o;sf] jf;:yfg ljgf; x'gfn] klg ;+Vof lj:tf/} 
36\bf] j|mddf 5 . 



Conservation and Legal Status

Globally, Danfe is categorized as Least-Concerned but the national status of 
the bird is Near-Threatened in IUCN Red List. It is listed in Appendix- I in the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) agreement. The National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 
A.D. (2029 B.S.) has enlisted Danfe as protected species. Hence, harming or 
killing of the bird or collecting eggs is a punishable crime with the penalty of 
NPR 15,000-30,000 or imprisonment of 3-9 months or both. 

cfO=o'=l;=Pg= sf] ljZjJofkL /ftf] ;"rLdf 8fFkm]nfO{ lgDg ;+j]bgzLn cj:yfdf /flvPsf] 5 eg]  
/fli6«o :t/df rflxF lgs6 ;+j]bgzLn ju{df /flvPsf] 5 . To;}u/L ;fOl6; ;Demf}tfcg';f/ o;nfO{ 
cg';"rL ! df /flvPsf] 5 . /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, lj=;+= @)@( cg';f/ 8fFkm]  
;+/lIft kG5L xf] / o;nfO{ xfgL k'¥ofpg], dfg]{ tyf c08f ;+sng ug]{ sfo{ u}/ sfg'gL xf] . ctM 
o:tf] sfo{ ug]{ u/fpg] s;'/bf/nfO{ !%,)))—#),))) ;Dd hl/jfgf jf #—( dlxgf;Dd s}b jf 
b'j} ;hfo x'g] k|fjwfg 5 .  



Key Facts
d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name  

gfd 
Himalayan Monal

8fFkm]

Scientific Name

j}1flgs gfd
Lophophorus impejanus

Global Status 

cj:yf -ljZj_
Least Concerned 

lgDg ;Dj]bgzLn

National Status 

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Near threatened

lgs6 ;Dj]bgzLn

National Population 

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_
3500-5000

#%))–%)))

Global Distribution 

km}nfj6 -ljZj_

Nepal, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, China (Tibet), Bhutan and 
Myanmar

g]kfn, ckmuflg:tfg, kfls:tfg, ef/t, rLgsf] ltAat, e'6fg / Dofgdf/

National Distribution

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_
In all the mountain protected areas from Kanchanjunga Conservation 
Area in the East to Khaptad National Park in the West.  Also from 
Darchula, Humla, Jumla, Bajura, Myagdi and Taplejung districts. 

k"j{df s~rghª\3f ;+/lIft If]qb]lv klZrddf vKt8 /fli6«o lgs'~h u/L 
;a} lxdfnL ;+/lIft If]q tyf bfr'{nf, x'Dnf, h'Dnf, afh'/f, DofUbL /  
tfKn]h'ª  lhNnfdf klg kfOG5 . 

Threats

vt/f

Poaching and hunting for meat and body parts and disturbance to 
habitat etc.

jf;:yfgsf] Iflt tyf df;', slNs / ;Kt/ª\uL KjfFvsf nflu cflb .



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban Nepal ko Dhan' (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID funded 
initiative that aims to reduce the adverse impacts of climate change and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This will be accomplished by working with the government, 
communities, civil society and private sector. In particular, the Hariyo Ban Program works to empower Nepal’s local communities in safeguarding the country’s 
living heritage and adapting to climate change through sound conservation and livelihood approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes the links between people and 
forests and is designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie three interwoven components – biodiversity conservation, payments 
for ecosystem services including REDD+ and climate change adaptation. These are supported by  livelihoods, governance, and gender and social inclusion as cross-
cutting themes. A consortium of four non-governmental organizations is implementing the Hariyo Ban Program with WWF Nepal leading the consortium alongside 
CARE Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.
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