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ljZjdf @ k|hftLsf -clk|msL / Pl;ofnL_ xfQL kfOG5 .  
Pl;ofnL xfQL x/]s ;d'bfodf k|rlnt hgfj/ dWo]df  
k5{ . of] Pl;ofsf] hldgdf a:g] ;a}eGbf 7'nf] :tgwf/L 
hgfj/ xf] . v}/f] rfp/L k/]sf] 5fnf, nfdf] ;'F8 / 7"nf] 
sfgn] ubf{ o;nfO{ ;lhn} 7Dofpg ;lsG5 . o;sf] 
z/L/sf] nDafO{ %=%—^=% ld= ;Dd / sfFw;Ddsf] prfO{  
# ld= ;Dd x'G5 . o;sf] tf}n @)))—%%)) ls=u|f= ;Dd x'G5 .  
o;sf] 5fnfdf kl;gf cfpg] u|GyL x'Fb}g . o;n] cfkm\gf] 
sfg xNnfP/ zl//sf] tfkj|md 36fpF5 . xfQLsf] >j0f zlSt 
lgs} ltvf] x'G5 . o;n] dflg;sf] IfdtfeGbf clws WjgL  
-*—!@))) xh{_ ;'Gg ;S5 . efn]sf] ;'F8sf] km]bdf 
aflx/ lgl:sPsf] nfdf] bfx|f x'G5 . Pl;ofnL xfQLsf]  
kf]yLdf  To:tf] aflx/ lgl:sPsf] bfx|f geP tfklg ;'F8eGbf 
aflx/ glgl:sPsf] ;fgf] bfx|f x'G5 . s'g} s'g} efn]df klg 
To:tf] bfx|f x'Fb}g / ltgLx¿nfO{ …dvgfÚ elgG5 . 

Morphology and Structure

Out of two species of elephants (African and 
Asian) found in the world, the Asian Elephant, 
Elephas maximus is one of the most common 
animal known by the community. It is the largest 
terrestrial mammal of Asia. Grey wrinkled 
skin, long trunk and large ears make it easily 
recognizable. Its body length can reach up to 
5.5-6.5m and 3m at the shoulder height with 
body weight ranging between 2000-5500kg. 
It doesn't have sweat glands and keep its ears 
in constant motion to cool itself. Elephant has 
a very powerful hearing sense and can hear 
between 8-12000Hz, beyond the range of 
human capacity. The long white incisor teeth at 
the base of the trunk is called tusk. Only the male 
Asian Elephant has tusk. In the Asian Elephant, 
some males don’t have tusks. They are called 
"Makhana". Females are without tusk but has 
tush that barely extend past the mouth.



Distribution and Population

It is estimated that Asian Elephant is distributed within 19 districts of Nepal and 
found in all the protected areas of the Terai region. The population of wild elephant 
in Nepal is around 109-142 with 208 domesticated elephant in addition. It is known 
to cross the Nepal-India border from Bahundangi, Jhapa in the east, Thori, Parsa in 
central Terai, Hattkhalla, Kanchanpur and Khata and Basanta corridor in the west. 
Besides Nepal, it is naturally distributed in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, 
India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.

g]kfnsf] !( lhNnfdf xfQL kfOG5 eGg] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . of] 
t/fO{sf] ;a} ;+/lIft If]qdf kfOG5 . g]kfndf !)(—!$@ cf]6fsf]  
;ª\Vofdf hª\unL xfQL /x]sf 5g\ . To:t} sl/a @)* sf] ;ª\Vofdf 
3/]n' xfQL /x]sf 5g\ . xfQL k"jL{ t/fO{df emfkfsf] afx'g8fFuL, dWo 
t/fO{df k;f{sf] 7f]/L, s~rgk'/sf] xtvnf / klZrdsf] vftf / 
a;Gtf h}ljs dfu{af6 g]kfn–ef/tsf] l;dfgf jf/kf/ u5{ . g]kfn  
afx]s xfQL aª\unfb]z, e'6fg, sDaf]l8cf, rLg, ef/t, O08f]g]l;of, 
nfcf];, dn]lzof, Dofgdf/, >Lnª\sf, yfONof08, / leotgfddf 
k|fs[lts jf;:yfgdf kfOG5 . 



Habitat

Elephant prefers tropical and subtropical moist and dry broadleaf forests.  
It seasonally moves from one habitat to another. During dry seasons, 
it stays closer to rivers and water-holes. It compensates the seasonal 
changes in resources by changing its feeding habits.

xfQL pi0f tyf ;dl;tf]i0f k|b]zsf] cf]l;nf] / ;'Vvf, rf}8fkft] hª\undf a:g dg k/fpF5 .  
of] df};dcg';f/ cfk\mgf] jf;:yfg abln/xG5 . ;'Vvf df};ddf of] gbL lsgf/ / kfgLsf]  
3f]n glhs} a:5 . o;n] df};dcg';f/ cfk\mgf] vfB Jojxf/ kl/jt{g ul//xG5 . 



Feeding Behavior

Elephant is a browser and grazer and feeds on grass, fruits, leaves and barks of trees. It grazes 
and browses continuously for 16-18 hours in a day and can eat up to 149-169 kg daily. Elephant 
can drink upto 100 liters at one time and 225 liters per day.  It eats with the help of a trunk 
which also aids in drinking, smelling, breathing, sensing, communicating, washing, dusting, 
playing and fighting. The trunk can hold up to 5 liters of water. With the help of the trunk, it can 
smell water from several kilometers away.

xfQLn] 3fF;, kmn, la?jf, kft, ?vsf] af]j|mf vfG5 . of] 
lg/Gt/ !^—!* 306f;Dd vfgf vfO/xg ;S5 . o;n] 
x/]s lbg !$(—!^( ls=u|f= ;Dd rg{ / vfg ;S5 . 
o;n] Ps k6sdf !)) ln= kfgL lkpg ;S5 eg] o;nfO{ 
lbgdf @@% ln= ;Dd kfgL rflxG5 . xfQL ;'F8sf] d2tn] 
vfgf vfg], ;f; km]g]{, g'xfpg], kfgL lkpg], ;'F£g], w'nf] 
;kmf ug]{, v]Ng] / c¿;Fu h'Wg] sfd u5{ . o;n] ;'F8df % 
ln= ;Dd kfgL hDdf ug{ ;S5 eg] lgs} 6f9faf6 kfgLsf]  
;|f]t kQf nufpg ;S5 . 



xfQLsf] pd]/nfO{ rf/ efudf ljefhg ul/Psf] 5 . Ps jif{eGbf 
d'lgsf]nfO{ …5fjfÚ, Ps jif{eGbf dflysf]nfO{ …cf+lzs jo:sÚ, kfFr 
jif{eGbf dflysf]nfO{ …pk jo:sÚ / kGw| jif{eGbf dflysf]nfO{ 
…jo:sÚ elgG5 . ;|f]tsf] kof{Kttfsf cfwf/df xfQLsf] k|hgg\  
kl/kSjtf (—!@ jif{;Dddf x'G5 eg] o;sf] ue{wf/0f cjlw 
!*—@@ dlxgfsf] x'G5 . k|hgg Ifdtfn] pGd'St ePsf] 
efn]nfO{ …d:tÚ elgG5 . efn] h'g;'s} ;dodf klg k|hgg\ 
ug{ ;Ifd ePtfklg jo:s kf]yLn] d:tnfO{ ?rfpF5] .  
xfQLn] Ps k6sdf Pp6f 5fjf hGdfpF5 . o;sf] k|fs[lts 
cfo' ^)—&) jif{;Dd x'G5 eg] of] lrl8ofvfgfdf *) jif{;Dd 
afFRg ;S5 .

Reproduction and Life Cycle

Boby Elephant less than a year old are called 'calf'. 
If they are between 1-5 years old, they are called 
'juvenile, above 5-15 years old are called 'sub-odult' 
and above 15 years are called 'adult'.  Depending 
upon availability of resources for the elephants, they 
can reach sexual matunity as early as 9-12 years. They 
have gestation period of 18-22 months and females 
give birth to one off springs at a time. They can breed 
at any time but female prefers to breed with males in 
heat known as 'Musth'. Elephants can live upto 60-70 
years in the wild and over 80 years in captivity.



xfQLsf] e'mG8df kf]yL d'lvof x'G5] . o;sf] em'G8df ^—!@ cf]6f xfQLsf] ;d"x x'G5 . 
k|hgg Ifdtf ljsf; ePkl5 efn]n] cfk\mgf] cfdfsf] ;d"x 5f]8\5 / hLjge/L PSn} a:5 .  
jo:s efn]n] k|hggsf] a]nfdf dfq kf]yL;Fu hf]8L agfpF5 . xfQL kl/:s[t afgLJoxf]/f 
ePsf] ;fdflhs Pj+ a'l4dfg k|f0fL xf] . o;df s?0ffefj / l;Sg ;Sg] Ifdtf x'G5, h;n] 
ubf{ j:t'x¿sf] k|of]u u/L hl6n ;d:ofx¿sf] ;dfwfg ug{ ;S5 . hª\unL xfQLnfO{ /f]Sg  
agfOPsf] ljB'tLo w/fknfO{ o;n] bfx|f / sf7sf] d2tn] eTsfPsf pbfx/0fx¿ 5g\ .  
o;sf] ljr/0f If]q jf;:yfg, vfgf / kfgLsf] kof{Kttfsf cfwf/df lgwf{/0f x'G5 . 

Social Behavior

Asian Elephant lives in a matriarchal herd of around 6 to 12 members.  Upon 
sexual maturity, adult male leaves the natal herd and hence, is always seen 
solitary.  The adult male spends time in the herd only during breeding period 
following the estrous females. Elephant is highly social and intelligent animal 
with extremely complex behaviors. Elephant also shows empathetic and 
cognitive behavior in solving problems and using tools.  Wild elephant is known 
to destroy the electric fence used for keeping them away with the help of huge 
tree trunks and sometimes, with its tusks.  The home range of elephant depends 
on habitat, food and water availability. 



Threats, Conservation and Legal Status 

Globally and nationally, Asian Elephant is categorized as Endangered species in IUCN Red 
list and is listed in Appendix I in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) agreement. Elephant is legally protected by the 
Government of Nepal according to “National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 
A.D. (2029 B.S.)” and killing, harming or selling the parts and products of elephant is 
a punishable crime with the penalty of NPR 50,000-100,000 or imprisonment of 5-15 
years or both. However, it often gets killed in retaliation for raiding crops during its 
annual migration on its ancient migratory route known as “elephant corridor”. It is 
also poached for its tusks. Its population is decreasing due to the expansion of human 
settlements in its ancient migratory routes, conflicts with humans, retaliatory killings 
and  poaching. Honey bee farming and the playback sound of tiger roars are used to 
keep away the animal from raiding the crops.

xfQLnfO{ cfO=o'=l;=Pg= sf] ljZjJofkL / /fli6«o :t/sf] /ftf] ;"rLdf ;+s6fkGg / ;fOl6; dxf;GwL cg';f/ cg';"rL ! df /flvPsf] 5 . /fli6«o lgs'~h 
tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g lj=;+= @)@( cg';f/ xfQLnfO{ g]kfn ;/sf/sf] ;+/lIft hgfj/sf] ;"rLdf /flvPsf] 5 . o;nfO{ xfgL k'¥ofpg], dfg]{ tyf 
o;sf] cv]6f]kxf/sf] Jofkf/ ug]{nfO{ %),)))—!,)),))) ?k}ofF;Dd hl/jfgf jf %—!% jif{;Dd h]n ;hfo jf b'j} x'g ;Sg] k|fjwfg /x]sf] 5 . t}klg  
jif]{gL x'g] o;sf] jf;:yfg kl/jt{gsf bf}/fg h}ljs dfu{df kg]{ ufpF j:tL tyf ToxfF nufOPsf s[lif afnLdf ug]{ gf]S;fgLsf sf/0f k|ltzf]wdf dfl/G5 .  
o;nfO{ bfx|fsf] nflu klg dfl/G5 . af;:yfgsf] sdL, rf]/L lzsf/L, dfgj;Fusf] åGådf k|ltzf]wfTds xTof cflb r'gf}tLx¿sf sf/0fn] ubf{ o;sf]  
;ª\Vof 36\b} uPsf] 5 . st} st} afnL gfnLnfO{ xfQLaf6 hf]ufpg df}/L kfng tyf af3sf] cfjfh /]s8{ u/L ahfpg] klg ul/G5 . 



Conservation Measures

Elephant is an umbrella species. It is also called the ecosystem 
engineers, as it helps in transforming the forests, providing 
micro-habitats for the invertebrates, dispersing seeds and 
maintaining the habitats. Hence, conserving the elephant 
population can help in conserving the entire forest or habitat. 
The most important step to conserve the elephant population 
is to protect their natural habitats and improve connectivity 
between the fragmented habitats where elephant travel 
through. It is very essential to prohibit poaching activities and 
trade of elephant ivory products. Involving local communities 
as well as Government bodies to implement the best strategies 
to mitigate conflicts is one of the solutions. The livelihood of 
people living in the elephant habitats should be enhanced 
through elephant conservation activities and tourism 
development. The active participation of local communities 
and the intellectual society is vital for elephant conservation.

xfQL Ps 5ftf hLj xf] . o;n] hª\unnfO{ kl/jt{g u/L ;–;fgf 
hLjx¿sf nflu jf;:yfg agfpF5 . ljhx¿nfO{ ljt/0f u/L 
kof{j/0f hf]ufpg] x'gfn] o;nfO{ kof{j/0fsf] OlGhlgo/ klg elgG5 .  
ctM xfQLnfO{ hf]ufpg' eg]sf] ;Dk"0f{ hª\un / jf;:yfg  
hf]ufpg' xf] . xfQL hf]ufpgsf nflu ;a}eGbf dxTjk"0f{ sfo{ 
eg]sf] o;sf] k|fs[lts jf;:yfg hf]ufO{ o;sf] jf;:yfgx¿nfO{ 
hf]8\g] h}ljs dfu{sf] ;+/If0f ug'{k5{ . xfQLsf] rf]/L lzsf/L 
/ cv]6f]kxf/df k"0f{ k|ltaGw nufP/ klg o;nfO{ ;+/If0f ug{ 
;lsG5 . :yfgLojf;L tyf ;/sf/L ;+oGqx¿ ldnL hgr]tgf  
km}nfpg] / dfgj / xfQLaLrsf] åGå sd ug{ plrt k|fjwfg 
ldnfP/ klg o;nfO{ hf]ufpg ;lsG5 . xfQLsf] jf;:yfg glhs} 
/x]sf j:tLx¿df ko{6gsf] ljsf; u/L :yfgLojf;Lsf] cfo;|f]
t a9fO{ tyf :yfgLojf;L / k'/} ;dfhsf] ;xfotf lnP/ xfQL  
;+/If0f ug{ ;lsG5 . 



Key Facts
d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name 

gfd 
Asian Elephant

Pl;ofnL xfQL

Scientific Name  
j}1flgs gfd

Elephas maximus

Height  

prfO{ 
3m

# dL=

Length

nDafO{
5.5-6.5m

%=%–^=% dL=

Weight 

tf}n
2000-5500kg.

@)))–%%)) ls=u|f=

Global Status 

cj:yf -ljZj_
Endangered

;ª\s6fkGg

National Status 

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Endangered

;ª\s6fkGg

National Population 

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_ 
109-142

!)(–!$@

Global Distribution 

km}nfj6 -ljZj_
Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam

g]kfn, aª\unfb]z, e'6fg, sDaf]l8cf, rLg, ef/t, O08f]g]l;of, nfcf];,  
dn]lzof, Dofgdf/, >Lnª\sf, yfONof08, / leotgfd

National Distribution

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_
Within 19 districts and all the protected areas of Terai.

g]kfnsf] !( lhNnfdf xfQL kfOG5 eGg] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 eg] t/fO{sf] ;a} 
;+/lIft If]qdf kfOG5 .

Threats

vt/f
Habitat degradation, poaching, retaliatory killing, disturbance in their 
migratory route.

af;:yfgsf] sdL, rf]/L lzsf/L, k|lt;f]wdf xTof, h}ljs dfu{df Jojwfg .



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban Nepal 
ko Dhan' (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID funded 
initiative that aims to reduce the adverse impacts of climate change and threats to 
biodiversity in Nepal. This will be accomplished by working with the government, 
communities, civil society and private sector. In particular, the Hariyo Ban Program 
works to empower Nepal’s local communities in safeguarding the country’s living 
heritage and adapting to climate change through sound conservation and livelihood 
approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes the links between people and forests 
and is designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie 
three interwoven components – biodiversity conservation, payments for ecosystem 
services including REDD+ and climate change adaptation. These are supported by  
livelihoods, governance, and gender and social inclusion as cross-cutting themes.  
A consortium of four non-governmental organizations is implementing the Hariyo 
Ban Program with WWF Nepal leading the consortium alongside CARE Nepal, 
FECOFUN and NTNC.

WWF Nepal
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal
T: +977 1 4434820, F: +977 1 4438458
Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org, info@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram


