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PURPOSE OF TAKING AREAS
UNDER PROTECTION
To ensure ecological balance within its territory and ultimately the region, Mongolia aims to take
naturally and ecologically specific areas under state protection with a focus on mitigation and restoration of land degradation, protection and preservation of wild fauna and flora species including
rare and very rare species, natural and historical heritages, and ecosystem services, values, and
complexity for healthy and safe living environment and wellbeing of human. To achieve the purpose,
Mongolia pursues internationally recognized conservation management options with sustainable financial mechanisms, compliance with national Protected Area (PA) system conservation regimes
and upgrading its management and financial mechanism.

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF AREAS TO BE
DESIGNATED AS THE STATE PROTECTED AREA
№
1
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NAME
Onon Balj “А” part

LOCATION
Dadal & Binder
soums, Khentii
aimag

CLASSIFICATION
National Park
(NP)

TYPE

AREA /ha/

Expansion

27,867.14

Expansion

211,552.82

National Park
(NP)

To be
established

411,403.82

National Park
(NP)

To be
established

102,690.69

Bukhmurun & Khovd
National Park
Develiin Aral – Achit soums, Uvs aimag
Nuur
Nogoon Nuur soum, (NP)
Bayan-Ulguu aimag
Durvuljin soum,
Zavkhan aimag

3

Khomiin Tal

4

Batshireet & Binder
Gutain Davaa –
soums, Khentii
Khumuul Goliin Ekh
aimag

5

Khangain Nuruu

Galuut soum,
Bayankhongor
aimag

National Park
(NP)

Expansion

35,712.55

6

Bayankhongor
Khairkhan Uul

Galuut soum,
Bayankhongor
aimag

National
Monument (NM)

To be
established

2,368.97

Nature Reserve
(NR)

To be
established

206,449.85

Nature Reserve
(NR)

To be
established

193,592.58

Nature Reserve
(NR)

Expansion

99,611.06

7

Khukh Nuur –
Bumbat

Gurvanbulag soum,
Bayankhongor
aimag
Otgon soum,
Zavkhan aimag

8

Khurkh-Khuitenii
Goliin Khundii

Umnudelger,
Batshireet, Binder,
& Bayan-Adraga
soums, Khentii
aimag

9

Altan Khukhii Uul

Myangad soum,
Khovd aimag

Total
10 Orkhony Khundii

4

1,291,249.48
Near Bat-Ulzii soum,
Uvurkhangay aimag

National Park
(NP)

Land
release

(3,108.92)
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These nine protectd areas are to ensure adequate compliance with the following national policy documents and the Action Plan of the Government.

The key policy documents such as
“Mongolia Sustainable Development
Vision-2030”, “Green Development
Policy of Mongolia”, “National
Programme on Protected Areas”, and
“National Biodiversity Programme”
contains specific provisions on state PA
network and its expansion to systematically achieve the objective “to have 30
per cent of the country’s total territory
taken under state protection”.

As of September 20, 2019, there were a total
of 115 Protected Areas covering 31,6 million
hectares of the country’s territory established
in Mongolia. The 9 PAs cover a total of 1,2
million hectares within 13 soums (sub-provinces) of 6 aimags (provinces) in the country.
The State PA network will include itself 21 per
cent or 32,8 million hectares of the nation’s
territory.

The National Programme on Water states “to take water
heads within the basins, where 70 per cent of surface water
resources in the country lie, under state and local protection”; The Mongolian Government Action Programme for
2016-2020 (approved by the Parliament in 2016) states
“4.2.1. to take at least 50 per cent of naturally scenic intact
areas, land with fresh water resources, and water heads
of major rivers under state protection”; and the National
Security Concept of Mongolia states “to establish or enlarge
national parks in order to place water sources at Khangai
and Khentii Mountain Ranges and vicinity of Lake Khuvsgul
into the national reserve, and prohibit mining activities in the
parks”.

6

There are 48.4 per cent of
run-off generating areas
of major rivers included in
the State Protected Area.
To date, this number to be
upgraded up to 50 per cent.

To fulfil its commitments as a signatory
of international treaties, agreements,
and conventions there are 11 sites
included in the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance
Especially as Waterfowl Habitat. Out of
these 11 listed areas, there are six sites
included in the State PA network.

Designation of Khurkh-Khuitenii Goliin
Khundii and Achit Nuur, the Ramsar Convention sites, in the state PA facilitates
improved conservation status of these sites
and their vicinities and successful fulfilment
of the nation’s commitment to the Ramsar
Convention.
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EXPANSION OF ONON-BALJ NATIONAL
PARK PART “A”

8 B.Chimeddorj /WWF-Mongolia
©

A MAP OF THE AREA TO BE DESIGNATED
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JUSTIFICATION FOR DESIGNATION
Valuable river basin containing run-off generating
area.
WWF defines 35 eco-regions as priority conservation areas
around the world. One of these sites is Onon River Basin
which contains head of Amur River and other major rivers
such as Chingeltei, Balj, Khumuul, and Galttai and their flow
networks in the basin. As such, the rivier basin provides a basis for healthy and safe living environments for local residents
in the basin.
The basin plays an important role in preservation of
ecosystem service functionality.
The basin is specific with its forest resources; for instance, it
supports pine, larch, birch and mixed forests. These forests do
play a significant role in preservation of ecological equilibrium
in the region retained regulated, and distributed water and
moisture regimes in balanced way. Furthermore, a total of
1,486,238 tons of oxygen is annually produced in the air from
these forests, which is the annual consumption of oxygen
for 192,844 individuals, according to the ecosystem services
within the forested land in the basin. Altogether, these ecosystem service functionalities represent justification, value, and
requirements for taking the area under state protection.
Important critical habitat and migration corridor for
endangered mammals.
Onon-Balj River Basin ecosystem lies at transition zone of forest and steppe so that the basin contains representatives of
either forest or steppe those are more diverse in their wildlife
(flora and fauna) species than the rest of Mongolia. The basin
is a home to the nationally and globally endangered species
such as moose, red deer, roe deer, wild pig, tolai hare, Siberian marmot, Daurian hedgehog, wolverine, and brown bear
whose key distribution ranges and migration corridors lie in
the basin. In a nutshell, the natural ecosystem represents high
conservation value and importance.

© B.Gankhuyag

© L.Bayarsaikhan

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia

© B.Gantulga /WWF/
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Important bird area for numerous bird
species, inhabiting and stopping over
during their seasonal migrations.
The basin is rich in the wetlands those are resided
and stopped by the nationally and globally threatened bird species such as the swan goose, Baikal
teal, and white-naped, Eurasian, and Demoiselle
cranes, the nesting and stopping over during their
migrations.
Important for conservation of freshwater
indicator wild species
Balj and Khumul Rivers in the basin are distributed
by the nationally and globally endangered freshwater indicator species including Taimen, Dahurinaia
dahurica and Lampreys.
Ideal for sustainable tourism development
and a model site for sustainable development.
Lately, specific natural formation and scenery based
domestic tourism has been expanded in the basin.
In addition to scenic areas, the long-term ethnic
culture and tradition of the Khalkh and Buryiad
pastoralists residing in valleys of Balj and Khumul
Rivers are well preserved and co-exist.
These valuable natural and cultural coexistences
provide for a basis for development of environmentally friendly community based eco-tourism in the
basin.

According to the Development Planning document,
Khentii aimag (province) in the basin has been selected as an ideal site for historic and eco-tourism
development.
Ideal for development of sustainable natural resource co-management.
Onon-Balj NP was established in 2000. The park
administration is based in Dadal soum of Khentii
aimag. Upon consideration of the region’s ecological values, the park administration in cooperation
with international environmental organizations implements conservation projects and programmes.
Voluntarily joined their groups and partnerships,
local residents collaborate for their improved livelihoods through environmental conservation and
sustainable natural resource management options.
Taking all these multiple advantages including the
needs and opportunities in the region, it is possible
to ensure the sustainable development through
collaborative PA management options.
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EXPANSION OF DEVELIIN ARAL
NATURE RESERVE

THE CURRENT STATUS:

It is listed as site of the Ramsar Convention in 2004.

©12
B.Munkhchuluun /WWF/

A MAP OF THE AREA TO BE DESIGNATED
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JUSTIFICATION FOR DESIGNATION
Major freshwater source in the desert
steppe.
WWF defines 35 eco-regions as priority conservation areas around the world. One of these sites is
Altai-Sayan ecoregion. In terms of its covering area,
Achit Nuur (29,680 hа) is one of major lakes in the
country and is fed by the rivers such as Tsagaan
Nuur, Khatuu, Bukhmurun, and Uliastay those are
originated from glaciers and accumulated snow
covers on Mongol Altai Mountain Range and their
continued mountains: Siilkhem and Turgen. Outflow
from Achit Nuur goes to Khovd River via Usan Khooloi
River. Provided for a major freshwater source of
Great Lakes’ Depression, the water catchment area
of Achit Nuur is equal to 21% of Khovd River basin’s
water catchment area. Areas surrounding tributary
downstream and upstream are slightly swampy and
dominant by semi-desert landscape. The lake and its
vicinities provide for the wetland represented unique
features of Central Asian internal drainage basin.
Important critical habitat and migration
corridor for threatened wildlife.
The Nature Reserve is one of the major homes to
biological species of Eurasian temperate zone. It is
abundant by the wild species such as Siberian ibex,
snow leopard, Altai marmot, grey wolf, red fox,
Siberian marmot, steppe eagle, Common buzzard,
and Lesser and Eurasian kestrels. The wildlife for
priority conservation includes wild pig, ring-necked
pheasant, and Goitered gazelle. Achit Nuur is distributed by the fish species such as Altai Osman and
Mongolian grayling, whose reserves are subject to
sustainable hunting management.

© B.Gantulga /WWF/

© B.Gantulga /WWF/

© WWF-Mongolia

© S.Tsatsralt

© Unurtuvshin
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Step for fulfilment of Mongolia’s commitment to the Convention.
Bottom of Achit Nuur is filled with dark brown mud,
while its edges are distributed by sand. Even shallow or up to 2 meter deep water is distributed by
different species of algae. Dense reeds along the
Lake’s shore provide a favourable habitat for birds.
There are 158 bird species including 34 resident
and 124 migratory species recorded at the Lake.
As a critical habitat for migratory birds, Achit Nuur
was listed as a site of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance Especially as
Waterfowl Habitat in 2004. There are some terraces, where water was already dried up, within 1-2
km distances from the current Lake’s shore. These
are a footprint showing the Lake previously had
abundant water Due to on-going climate change,
the wetland is threatened with dryness and water
loss and consequently its biodiversity habitat is
likely to be lost. Thus, conservation and sustainable
use of this area and its resources are a priority for
Mongolia, a signatory of the international convention.
Sustainable development shall be promoted through regulated tourism activities.
The area is a home to the Durvuds and Kazaks,
mostly engaged in livestock husbandry. The area is
abundant by human stones and petroglyphs. Achit
Nuur lies in the scenic area, where the wetland
co-exists with the semi-desert steppe. Some types
of recreational activities (e.g. water sports, beaching, and fishing) are ideal for the area.

In addition, wildlife observation (e.g. Siberian ibex)
on mountains nearby and Tehiin Us area can be
organized. Thus, the naturally beautiful areas,
historical and cultural sites, and tradition of local
communities are integrated products for tourism
development in the NR.
Conservation management options are
implemented through collaborative and
participatory approach.
Develiin Aral NR includes itself Khovd River valley
continued up to the tributary of Usan Khooloi River
into Khovd River. In 2000, the NR was established
with a total of 10.3 thousand hectares to protect
and restore endangered wildlife. However, the covering area initially designated for protection and
the conservation status were not sufficient enough
for achievement of its conservation management
objectives, sustainable natural resource use, and
restoration the land being degraded. Therefore,
the NR was in need of expansion and upgraded
conservation status. As the NR is expanded into
Achit Nuur and its surrounding and its conservation status is upgraded, the adjacent park administrations are encouraged to effectively cooperate
and international conservation programmes and
projects are expanded into the areas.
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KHOMIIN TAL

THE CURRENT STATUS:
Locally Protected Area (LPA) - 25,000 hectares

©
16WWF

A MAP OF THE AREA TO BE DESIGNATED
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JUSTIFICATION FOR DESIGNATION
The third area, where the Przewalski’s wild
horse or Takhi is being re-introduced, in
Mongolia.
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
suggests having separate populations of the species
that are capable to survive and live in nature at least
in five different geographic locations in order to make
the Takhi re-introduction within its historic range
more successful. Khomiin Tal is the third area for
Takhi re-introduction. With financial supports from
international organizations, a total of 22 Takhi individuals were transported to the steppe for re-introduction in 2001-2005. To date, its population is counted
as 89 individuals.
Home and migration corridor for numerous
wild species.
Geographically, Khomiin Tal is surrounded by major
lakes, rivers, and sand dunes and looks like a “natural
island”. It is dominant by the semi-desert ecosystem,
a home and migration corridor for numerous wild
species. As the unique area is taken under state
protection, a total of 31 species out of 69 globally
threatened species recorded in Mongolia are to be
protected. For instance, Khomiin Tal is inhabited by
the globally threatened species such as Takhi, Siberian ibex, Goitered gazelle, Saiga antelope, and wild pig.
Moreover, the snow leopard moves into mountainous
areas. These represent how Khomiin Tal is valuable
for the biodiversity.

© KTT NGO

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia

Important Bird Area
Baga Lake (Small Lake) in the south of Khomiin Tal
is listed as of international important bird areas for
migratory bird species. It is a stopover point for a
number of rare and very rare bird species including
Relict gull, Dalmation pelican, and white-tailed sea eagle during their migration. Lakes Khar and Durgun adjacent to Small Lake were listed as sites of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
Especially as Waterfowl Habitat in 1999.
Home to wild Sea-Buckthorn.
There are major forest stands, where wild Sea-Buckthorn is grown, along Zavkhan River Basin, which are
rarely found in the rest of Mongolia. Conservation
and sustainable use of the major Sea-Buckthorn
resource will be a part of key income generations
sources for the local budget and communities.
© KTT NGO
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Ideal for development of a model sustainable development region.
Geographical location and fauna and flora including endangered species, in particular
re-introduction of wild Takhi horse in the region
are a good resource opportunity for the sustainable development, which is promoted by
research and monitoring and community based
eco-tourism development in the region; mobilization of inputs and investments of international
and national partners; and increased income
generation sources of local communities for their
livelihoods and environmental conservation.
Mongolia fulfills its commitments to the
international agreements, treaties, and
conventions.
Responsibility of daily management of wild Takhi
horse re-introduction has been delegated to
“Khomiin Taliin Takhi” NGO since 2016. Also, the
NGO is responsible for the Local Protected Area
(LPA) management through a contract with the
Durvuljin soum Governor. Takhi horse re-introduction is provided with financial and technical
supports from international organizations and
individuals. Therefore, the Government of
Mongolia gives a focus on progress and
sustainability of the re-introduction in order to
fulfill its commitments to the agreements and
conventions and upgrade its reputation at the
international level.

© KTT NGO

© KTT NGO

© KTT NGO
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GUTAIN DAVAA-KHUMUUL GOLIIN EKH

20B.Gantulga /WWF/
©

A MAP OF THE AREA TO BE DESIGNATED
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JUSTIFICATION FOR DESIGNATION
A valuable freshwater source of 27 major rivers and basin
WWF defines 35 eco-regions as priority conservation areas around the world.
One of these sites is Onon River Basin which contains heads or sources of
Amur River and other 27 major rivers such as Chingeltei, Balj, Khumuul, West
and East Gutai, Tulgat, Shurgadag, Naimt, and Arangatay inflowing into Onon
River. As such, the freshwater source plays an important role in healthy and
safe living environment for 75 million inhabitants in Mongolia, in Amur River
basin in the Russian Federation, and neighbouring areas in the People’s
Republic of China.
Significant in maintaining the forest ecosystem functionality.
Forest stands in the basin are dominant by matured and middle aged larch,
birch, and woody plants. These forests do play a significant role in preservation of ecological equilibrium in the region retained regulated, and distributed water and moisture regimes in balanced way. Furthermore, a total of
5,130,864 tons of oxygen is annually produced in the air from these forests,
which is the annual consumption of oxygen for 665,746 individuals, according to the ecosystem services within the forested land in the basin.
Key to critical habitat and migration corridor for endangered
mammals.
The area is abundant by the endangered wild species including moose, red
deer, roe deer, wild pig, and brown bear according to the research and monitoring. Thus, it is a key to critical habitats and migration corridor for these
endangered wild species.
Sustainable use of fish species in the freshwater rivers.
There are 28 freshwater indicator species (e.g. taimen, lenok, pike, minnow,
flathead asp, etc.) in Onon and Balj Rivers. Since 2008, sports fishing-tourism
has been developed in the region according to the research based fishing
plan. This pilot action is jointly carried out with inputs from the soum government, local communities, tour operators, international and local environmental conservation organizations. Under this joint effort, certain portions of the
revenues, in turn, are allocated and spent for conservation. It is one of the
good practices
Home to rare flora.
There are 260 flora species (including 19 rare and 15 very rare species)
recorded in the area. Amongst, medicinal and useful plants account for 31%
of the total flora species recorded. Therefore, conservation, preservation,
and sustainable use of these natural plants are a priority.
Participatory PA conservation management and sustainable resource use are a key address among the stakeholders.
Adjacent to this area, there is Onon-Balj NP existing. The park was established in 2000. The park administration is based in Dadal soum (sub-province), Khentii aimag (province). Upon consideration of the region’s ecological
values, the park administration in cooperation with international environmental organizations implements conservation projects and programmes.
Voluntarily joined their groups and partnerships, local residents collaborate
for their improved livelihoods through environmental conservation and
sustainable natural resource management options. Taking all these multiple
advantages including the needs and opportunities in the region, it is possible
to ensure the sustainable development through collaborative PA management options.
© Zeb Hogan
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Mining has become a key threat to the area.
Thus, mitigation and prevention from mining
activities are urgent to avoid from potential
and actual risks to the environment and wildlife. However, there are already three mining
licenses and one exploration license allocated
to the area. In the areas licensed for mining,
operations have already started.
To date, the following risks and losses are being threatened by the mining operations in
the area:
- Loss and pollution of surface and underground water resources: the mining operations take place at upstream of West Gutai
and Shurgadag Rivers and their forests. Water
pollution, disappearance, and loss in these
rivers are key threats. There are Onon, Shurgadag, Tulgat, West and East Gutay, and Arangatay Rivers located at up to 2-5 km distances;
and Khukh Chuluu, Seruun, Manat, Lam, and
Ar natural springs, Arangatay mineral water body, and Tsagaan Nuur River located at
0.9-2.8 км distances from the existing mining
sites.
- Disturbance and loss of forest resource
and ecosystem services: currently, a total of
1,118.1 hectares of forest has been disturbed
and lost on the mining site, which has incurred
MNT 22,420,000,000 loss according to its ecological-economic valuation. However, this
amount of loss is not the total loss valuation.
If the forest were grown and regenerated in
the future, it would be a valuable source for
the ecosystem services, namely carbon segregation and oxygen provision, which would be
estimated in huge amounts of benefits.
- Direct impacts of the mining operations are
the noise, traffic, dust, and pollution in the
sites and their vicinities. As a result, biodiversity and their habitat are lost and disturbed;

wildlife nearby are pushed away; and fish resources are lost and declined in rivers nearby
due to water pollution. Moreover, soil and vegetation cover onsite and nearby are increasingly lost.
- Located in upper area of Onon River, the
mining operations are causing disturbances
to healthy and safe living environment and
livelihoods of at least 15,000 local inhabitants
residing along Onon River, namely from Binder, Bayan-Adraga, Norovlin, Dadal soums of
Khentii aimag and Bayan-Uul soum of Dornod
aimag. Besides, the mining operations are
likely to cause negative impacts of health and
marketing of livestock herds, the main
economic and livelihood option for the rural
population in the basin. In the meantime, the
mining operations take place in the area that
is ideal for the tourism activities including
special interest tourism: tours to historic and
naturally scenic areas in Khentii aimag. A loss
and disturbance is being directly threatened
to the environmentally friendly livelihoods
support business activities such as sports fishing, tours to historic and naturally scenic areas, bee farms, gardening (fruit) successfully
initiated and undertaken by local communi23
ties in the basin.

05

EXPANSION OF KHANGAIN NURUU
NATIONAL PARK

24B.Gantulga /WWF/
©

A MAP OF THE AREA TO BE DESIGNATED
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JUSTIFICATION FOR DESIGNATION

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia

The national park supports major freshwater sources
that are significant for preservation of water regimes
of some lakes located in the Gobi.
In Mongolia, more than 70 percent of water resources lie in Altai,
Khangay, Khentii, and Khuvsgul Mountains and their continued
ranges. These surface water bodies occupy over 30 per cent of
the country’s territory. The area is situated in the south of Khangain Nuruu, the major freshwater source, which includes itself
major water heads of the tributaries such as Tsagaan Turuut,
Yol, Small and Great Jargalant, Gert, Buyant, Khurem, and Ulii
Rivers in Baidrag River basin. These tributary rivers do play an
important role in maintaining of water regimes in the Gobi region that is not abundant by surface water bodies. As such, the
area has great conservation importance in the region. The area
conservation will contribute in halting the land degradation, soil
disturbance and erosion, and desertification that are likely to
accelerate lately.

© B.Tseveenravdan

© B.Munkhchuluun /WWF-Mongolia
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Home to medicinal and rare flora.
There are over 100 herbaceous plant species (including 77 medicinal and 10 rare species) recorded in the area. Abundance
of medicinal and rare flora in the area is subject to conservation, sustainable use, and restoration of the natural resources.
Key inhabiting and distribution for rare and very rare
wildlife.
The area is distributed by the nationally and globally endangered wildlife such as musk deer, red deer, roe deer, marmot,
grey wolf, snow leopard, Argali sheep, and Siberian ibex. Thus,
it provides for important distribution and migration corridor for
the wildlife.
Ideal for environmental conservation and sustainable natural resource use.
Khangain Nuruu National Park was established in 1996 and
covers a total of 888,455 hectares. Three park administrations
located in Arkhangay, Uvurkhangay, and Bayankhongor aimags
are responsible for its daily conservation management.
Furthermore, local communities from these provinces collaborate with the park administrations in environmental conservation and sustainable natural resource management within the
park for their improved livelihoods. Based on the multi-purposed needs, requirements, and opportunities in the region,
it is ideal for improved PA conservation management and sustainable development in the region.

© WWF-Mongolia
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BAYANKHONGOR KHAIRKHAN UUL

Bayankhongor Khairkhan Uul is the mountain highly respected by the local residents so that the mountain
is called by locals as “Parent/Father Mountain”. The mountain is located in the territory of Galuut soum,
Bayankhongor aimag and was announced by the Aimag Citizen’s Representative Khural Resolution in 2009
as “Locally Worshipped Mountain”. The mountain worship ceremony is held every four year.

© http://bayankhongor.khural.mn

© MONTSAME
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© http://bayankhongor.khural.mn
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KHUKH NUUR-BUMBAT

30B.Munkhchuluun /WWF-Mongolia
©
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JUSTIFICATION FOR DESIGNATION
Protection of water heads or source of
rivers is to ensure natural security.
Khangay Range lies at the watershed separating
the Central Asian internal drainage basin and Artic
Ocean basin. Thus, it plays an important role in
preserving ecosystem balance nationwide and
worldwide. The proposed PA supports water heads
or sources of some major freshwater rivers such as
Khar Us, Shar Us, Buyant, and Bumbat in Mongolia.
The area supporting these major surface water resources is upper area of Zavkhan River which plays
an important role in maintaining water regimes of
Great Lakes’ Depression that has moderately dry
climate. Therefore, the recommendations on the national security include “taking entire Khangay Range
under state protection”.

Key distribution range for endangered
wildlife, but their populations are getting
declined from time to time.
Bumbat area is distributed by the wild species such
as Argali sheep, Siberian ibex, red deer, sable, stone
marten, grey wolf and marmot, and Altay snow cock
from birds those are nationally and globally endangered. Lately, their populations have been declined.
Thus, conservation and restoration of the wildlife
populations and their habitats have been prioritized.
Like the rest of the lakes in the Central Asian internal drainage basin, Binderya Khukh Lake is not rich
in fish species, but it is mainly distributed by the
Altai Osman and Gobi and bearded stone loaches
included in the category “near threatened” according to the IUCN assessment criteria.

The area is also distributed by long-term permanent permafrost and permafrost bearing rocks. In
particular, mountain slopes and valleys lie in these
continued permafrost zone. Depths of the permafrost covers are estimated by several ten meters
and important for integrated permafrost system
conservation in the region.

Distributed by numerous species of
waterfowls.
Khukh Nuur and its vicinity is one of IBAs within
Khangay. The area is abundant by the bird species
such as Upland buzzard, Golden eagle, Little owl, Artic or Black-throated loon, Daurian partridge, Black
stork, Demoiselle crane, Whooper swan, Mandarin
duck, and Bar-headed goose.

32

A model option for environmental
conservation and sustainable natural
resource use.
The proposed PA locates next to Otgontenger
SPA in the west, Noyon Khangay NP in the
north, and Zag-Baidrag Ekh NP in the east.
Daily conservation management is responsible
by the three park administrations located in
Bayankhongor, Arkhangai, and Zavkhan aimags.
Furthermore, local communities from these
provinces collaborate with the park administrations in environmental conservation and sustainable natural resource management within
the park for their improved livelihoods. Based
on the multi-purposed needs, requirements,
and opportunities in the region, it is
ideal for improved PA conservation management and sustainable development in the
region.

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia
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KHURKH-KHUITENII GOLIIN KHUNDII
THE CURRENT STATUS:

Listed as a site of the Ramsar Convention in 2004.
Locally Protected Area (LPA).

34
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JUSTIFICATION FOR DESIGNATION
One of the areas, where five crane species are directly
observed at once.
There are six species of crane: White-naped, Eurasian, Siberian
(white), Demoiselle, Hooded and Red-crowned cranes recorded in
the area. The White-naped and Demoiselle cranes do nest regularly,
while the Red-crowned crane was recorded once in the valley.
The Siberian (white) and Hooded cranes occur in the valley in summers during their migration. In recent years, their populations are
increased in the valley. According to researchers and environmentalists, the valley is called as “the Capital City of Cranes”.
The White-naped crane nesting in the valley is relatively
dense, which is rarely found in the rest of the world.
In the world, the white-naped crane is only recorded in East Asia and
its population is about 3500. Unfortunately, this number is declined
from year to year. The core breeding population is in Eastern Mongolia namely, Khurkh-Khuitenii Goliin Khundii, where about 70 pairs
of the species do regularly nest. This valley is considered as the
single area with the highest population density for the White-naped
crane in the country.
Globally, the valley is recognized as the international important bird areas for numerous waterfowls.
In springs and autumns, the Bar-headed goose, Whooper swan,
Northern lapwing, Mandarin duck, Gadwall, Great crested grebe,
and Demoiselle crane regularly gather and stopover in large numbers during their migrations. Accordingly, the area was listed as a
site of Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
Especially as Waterfowl Habitat in 2004 and as a site of international
important bird areas in 2009. Moreover, the area is included in the
East Asian Crane Network; in the East North Asian Goose and Duck
Network; and the East Asian-Australian-Asian Waterfowl Migratory
Flyway Network.
The area is abundant by biodiversity, but vulnerable to
climate change.
The diverse ecosystem characteristics such rivers, streams, and lakes
originated from glaciers and high mountains, forests, floodplain
meadows, grasslands, and folded mountain slopes are abundant by
wildlife (fauna and flora) species and provide for favourable habitats
to their populations. Amongst, the favourable habitats for waterfowls
are the lakes of permafrost origin, but these lakes are much vulnerable to climate change. Therefore, the area conservation and its
improved conservation management has become a priority.
Home to endangered flora species.
The area is distributed by the flora species of two major vegetation
regions: Khentii and Mongol Daurian steppe. In addition to their key
species, the area is distributed by flora species of intermediate or
transitional characteristics. There are over 230 flora species recorded in the area. Amongst, there are rare or endangered species growing. The psychrophytic (cold-resisting) plants grown on permafrost
and peat soil are intact and well preserved in the area.
Thus, it is a part of the conservation targets.

Red-crowned crane (Grus japonensis)

Demoiselle crance (Anthropoides virgo)

Hooded crane (Grus monacha)

Common crane (Grus grus)

S iberian crane  (Leucogeranus
leucogeranus)

White naped crane  (Grus vipio)
© L.Jargalsaikhan
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The area is abundant by ancient historical,
cultural, and archaeological findings and
monuments.
There is a historical place, where the Great Mongolian Empire was declared and announced, located
in Onon River valley. Additionally, there is a hill
“Ulziit”, where soldiers of Chinggis and Jamukha
Khans used to fight each other, located in Khuiten
River valley. There is an enlightened statue built
on the hill. There is also “Rashaan Khad” related to
Chinggis Khan and his descendants in Khurkh River
valley.
A model of environmental conservation
and sustainable natural resource management options.
Traditionally, the area has been resided by the
Khalkhs and Buryiads engaged in pastoral livestock
herding. This cultural pattern and tradition has
been well preserved by the locals. Moreover, there
is cropland outside the proposed PA boundaries
and the cropland is bird friendly. A focus is given
to the wetland conservation nearby because the
wetlands are important for ecosystem balance in
the region while preserving the environmental and
soil health is in turn important for the sustainable
farming business in the region. In other words, it is
ideal for mutually benefited environmental conservation and socio-economic development through
sustainable natural resource management and
participatory co-management practices.

Ideal for development of international
research and monitoring, environmental
conservation and tourism centre.
In Mongolia, the international environmental
practitioners such as Wildlife Conservation Society
(WSC) and WWF-Mongolia and International Fund
for Crane Conservation actively engage in research
and monitoring based on inputs from local governments and communities. Based on the baseline
studies on wetlands and climate change initiated
by natural researchers, it is possible to deepen the
ecological studies and to develop research based
eco-tourism in the region. Locals organize annual
event “Crane Day” in June. In particular, the local
residents of Khentii aimag and its soums collaborate in organization of the annual event to have
it as one of local brand events. When the LPA’s
status is upgraded and taken in the national PA
network, the local governments, NGOs, and international organizations are willing to expand their
coloration in its improved conservation management to ensure long-term reliable management at
local level.
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EXPANSION OF ALTAN KHUKHII UUL
NATURE RESERVE
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A MAP OF THE AREA TO BE DESIGNATED
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JUSTIFICAITON FOR DESIGNATION

© G.Buyanbat

Ideal for maintaining ecosystem balance within the
diverse co-existing ecosystems.
WWF defines 35 eco-regions as priority conservation areas
around the world. One of these sites is Altai-Sayan ecoregion.
The proposed PA is the desert steppe landscape located at transition of Mongol Altai and Great Lakes’ Depression. It is abundant by high mountains, low mountains or hills; rolling hills, flat
plains, depressions, ditches canals, and wetlands those co-exist,
but are greatly differentiated according to their natural states.
Therefore, the area is important for conservation and preservation of these diverse ecosystems.
Water environment within the desert steppe.
There are some major rivers such as Sonduul, Bayanbulag, and
Burd started from Altan Khukhii Mountains in the desert steppe.
Thus, the Desert steppe is specific with different natural features
(mainly the wetlands) of Central Asian internal drainage basin.

© B.Gantulga /WWF-Mongolia

© G.Nyamdavaa
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Distribution range and migration corridor for endangered wild (fauna and flora) species.  
The area is distributed by the nationally and globally endangered wild species such as Snow leopard, Argali sheep, Siberian
ibex, Beaver, and Stone marten from the mammal; and the bird
species such as Altay snow cock, Dalmatian pelican, Saker falcon,
and White-headed duck. However, their populations are likely to
be declined lately.
Therefore, the area conservation is a priority. The area is also
distributed by the food plants including mushrooms and wild
onions and the rare plants such as Globe flower, Saussurea
involucrate, Roseroot, and Angelica those are rarely in the rest of
the country.

Ideal for participatory conservation management.
Altan Khukhii Uul Nature Reserve (NR) was established
with 90.7 thousand hectares in 2010 to protect endangered wildlife. Atan Khukhii Mountain lies meanly at 25003000 m a.s.l. Its highest peak is Undur Khukh (3350 m).
Since 1761, the mountain has been worshipped by locals.
It is one of the mountains with the long term worship traditions in the country. On March 30, 2005, Altan Khukhii
Mountain was announced by the Mongolian President’s
Decree No. 44 as one of the stately worshipped mountains in the country.

© B.Munkhchuluun /WWF-Mongolia

The NR expansion included Khavtsgai Khuren Mountain,
Zeeren Lake, and Sonduul and their vicinities to improve
the NR’s conservation management and ensure sustainable natural resource management, protect and restore
the land being degraded. Designation of the areas under
state protection allows the local self-governing body and
Governor’s office (Khovd province) to be responsible
for the NR’s daily conservation management, as legally
stated. Furthermore, the NR’s conservation management
will be upgraded and sustained with inputs and contributions from international conservation organizations and
local communities.
© B.Munkhchuluun /WWF-Mongolia
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10

LAND RELEASE OF ORKHONY KHUNDII
NATIONAL PARK

Release of 3090.16 hectares near Bat-Ulzii soum’s centre, Uvurkhangai aimag, from the protected
area and amendment to its boundary.
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