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Morphology and Structure

The body of adult Fishing Cat (Prionailurus viverrinus Bennett, 1833) is earthy-grey in color 
with small elongated black spots running all over the body in horizontal lines. The head of 
Fishing Cat is round. The limbs are short with stocky body. The tail is thick and muscular in its 
proximal part which is used as steering while swimming. The head-body length of Fishing 
Cat ranges from 57-78 cm with the tail length of 20-30 cm and the body weight is 5-16 kg.

zf/Ll/s agfj6

dnfxf la/fnf]sf] e'Tnf df6]v}/f] /ªsf] ;–;fgf sfnf] yf]Knfn] el/Psf] x'G5 . o;sf] 6fpsf] 8Nnf]  
x'G5 . o;sf v'§f 5f]6f x'G5g\ t/ z/L/ 7"nf] x'G5 . o;sf] k'R5/ df]6f] / afSnf] x'G5 / kf}l8g 
d2t k'¥ofp5 . o;sf] z/L/sf] nDafO{ %&–&* ;]= dL= x'G5 eg] k'R5/ @)–#) ;]=dL= x'G5 
/ cf};t tf}n %–!^ s]=hL= x'G5 .



Distribution and Population

Fishing Cat is only found in Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand though once the cat was widespread throughout Southeast and South Asia. In Nepal, 
Fishing Cat has been recorded primarily from the floodplain areas of Shuklaphanta National Park, Bardia 
National Park, Chitwan National Park, Parsa National Park and Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve within 
the protected areas and Jagdishpur Lake and Bara district outside the protected areas. The national 
population of Fishing Cat is estimated to be 150-200 adult individuals while the global population is not 
known yet. 

ef}uf]lns la:tf/ / ;+Vof

dnfxf la/fnf] a+unfb]z, sDaf]l8of, ef/t, OG8f]g]l;of, Dofgdf/, g]kfn, kfls:tfg, >Ln+sf / yfO{Nof08df 
dfq} kfOG5 . t/ klxn] o;sf] lj:t[t af;:yfg blIf0f k"jL{ Pl;ofb]lv blIf0f Pl;of;Dd km}lnPsf] lyof] .        
g]kfndf eg] dnfxf la/fnf] z'SnfkmfF6f /fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, k;f{ 
/fli6«o lgs'~h, sf];L6Kk' jGohGt' cf/If, hubLzk'/ tfn / af/f lhNnf nufot ljz]if u/L gbL t6Lo        
If]qdf km]nf k/]sf] 5 . g]kfndf jo:s dnfxf la/fnf]sf] ;+Vof !%)-@)) 5 egL cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . o;sf] 
ljZjdf kfOg] ;+Vof eg] xfn;Dd olsg ug{ ;lsPsf] 5}g .



Habitat

Fishing Cat inhabits in floodplain grassland habitats and has strong association with water 
bodies like wetlands, river banks and marshlands. Fishing Cat also inhabits near fish ponds, 
paddy fields and sugarcane fields of low lands of Nepal. 

af;:yfg

dnfxf la/fnf] vf;u/L gbL t6Lo 3fF;] d}bfg / kfgLsf] ;|f]tsf] glhs h:t} l;d;f/ If]q,        
kf]v/L, gbLsf] lsgf/, tnfp jl/kl/ If]qdf kfOG5 . of] t/fO{sf df5f kf]v/L glhs, wfg v]t / 
pv' af/Ldf ;d]t e]l6G5 .



Feeding Behaviour

Fishing Cat feeds on fish, crab, rodents, birds, hard-shelled 
freshwater molluscs, and any other animals that can be 
caught as its prey. However, majority of Fishing Cats' diet 
come from fishes.

cfxf/ Jojxf/

dnfxf la/fnf]sf] d'Vo cfxf/f df5f xf] t/ u+u6f], d';f, r/f, 
z+v]ls/f h:tf cfxf/fdf lge{/ ub{5 . ;fy} o;n] cfkm'n] 
;dfTg ;Sg] cGo hLjsf] klg lzsf/ ub{5 .



Reproduction and Lifecycle

Fishing Cat become sexually mature at around 18 months. The general breeding 
period of Fishing Cat is in winter season mainly in January and February. After 
the gestation period of 63 to 70 days female delivers one to four cubs. The 
lifespan of Fishing Cat is 10-12 years.

k|hgg / hLjg rqm

dnfxf la/fnf] !* dlxgf k'u]kl5 k|hgg of]Uo x'G5 . dnfxf la/fnf]
sf] k|hgg k|s[of hgj/L b]lv km]a'|c/L dlxgfdf x'g] ub{5 . o;n] ^#-
&) lbgsf] ue{wf/0f kZrft Psrf]6Ldf Psb]lv rf/ cf]6f;Dd 8d?x? 
hGdfpF5 . o;sf] cfo' ;fdfGotof !)-!@ jif{ ;Dd x'G5 .



Social Behaviour

Fishing Cat is primarily nocturnal and solitary. However, 
Fishing Cat does not remain solitary during breeding periods 
and while rearing young ones. 

;fdflhs Jojxf/

dnfxf la/fnf] lgzfr/ / PSn} ljr/0f ug]{ hLj xf] . t/ 
of] k|hggsf] ;do / 8d?sf] x]/rfx ug]{ a]nf ;d"xdf 
b]lvg] ub{5 .



Threats

There are natural and anthropogenic threats to Fishing Cat in 
Nepal. Retaliatory killing for taking away poultry, poisoning 
of rivers for fishing, use of guard dogs in private fish 
ponds, killing for bush meat by the local ethnic community, 
killing for fur trade, road kill, recreational killing by youth, 
over fishing in the natural habitat, habitat alteration and 
destruction, pollution in the rivers, and adverse impacts of 
climate change such as flash floods, prolonged drought and 
wild fire are the major threats to the Fishing Cats in Nepal. 

r'gf}ltx?

g]kfndf dnfxf la/fnf]sf] nflu dfgj l;lh{t / k|s[lts u/L  
ljleGg vt/fx? e]l6Psf 5g . dnfxf la/fnf]nfO{ t/fO{sf 
ljleGg 7fpFsf 3/df kflnPsf xf; s'v'/f df/]sf] k|ltzf]wdf 
dfg]{ ul/G5 . To;} u/L df5f dfg{ gbLdf laifsf] k|of]u, df5f 
kf]v/L x]/rfx ug{ kflnPsf  s's'/af6  lzsf/, ;8s b'3{6gf, 
df;'  tyf dgf]/~hgsf nflu lzsf/ ul/g', gbL tyf k|fs[lts 
hnfzodf df5fsf] cToflws bf]xg,  gbL  k|b'if0f / hnafo' 
kl/jt{gaf6  kg]{ gs/fTds c;/x? h:t} pRr af9L, ;'Vvfkgf 
/ cfuf] cflbaf6 klg dnfxf la/fnf] ;+/If0fsf 7"nf] r'gf}lt 
ylkPsf] 5 .



Conservation and Legal Status

Fishing Cat is Globally categorized as Vulnerable (VU) and Nationally Endangered 
in the IUCN Red List of threatened species. CITES protects Fishing cat under 
Appendix II. Fishing Cat is not categorized under protected list of species but the 
sub section 3 and 6 of section 26 of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
Act 1973, protects all the wild animals within protected areas and based on 
that provision, harming or killing of the Fishing cat is a punishable crime with 
the penalty of NPR 20,000-50,000 or imprisonment of 6 months to 1 years or 
both. Fishing Cat is the state animal in the Indian state of West Bengal, India 
and also listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 A.D., along 
with the tiger which means that the species deserve protection measures of 
the highest accord.

;+/If0f / sfg'gL Joj:yf

dnfxf la/fnf] cfO{= o'= l;= Pg= sf] /ftf] ;"rLdf ljZjJofkL ?kdf ;+j]bgzLn 
;'lrdf ;'lrs[t ul/Psf] 5 . g]kfndf dnfxf la/fnf]nfO{ ;+s6fkGg cj:yfdf 
cg';"lrt ul/Psf] 5 . dnfxf la/fnf] ;fOl6;sf] cg';'rL @ df kb{5 . dnfxf 
la/fnf]nfO{ ;+/lIft hgfj/sf] ;'rLdf /lvPsf] 5}g t/ /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf 
jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, lj=;+=@)@( sf] bkmf @^ -#_ / -^_ cGtu{t ;+/lIft If]qleq 
kfgL la/fnf]nfO{ lzsf/ u/L df/]df jf 3fOt] agfPdf If]q tyf s;'/sf] dfqf x]/L 
aL; xhf/b]lv krf; xhf/ ?k}ofF;Dd hl/jfgf jf ^ dlxgfb]lv ! jif{;Dd s}b 
jf b'j} ;hfosf] Joj:yf 5 . dnfxf la/fnf] ef/tsf] klZrd aËfn k|b]zsf] k|b]z 
hgfj/ xf] . To;}u/L o;nfO{ ef/tsf] jGohGt' ;+/lIft P]g, !(&@ df ;'rL ! df 
pNn]v ul/Psf] 5, h;n] ubf{ dnfxf la/fnf]n] pRr txsf] ;+/If0f kfPsf] 5 .



Key Facts  
d'Vo tYox?

Common Name
gfd

Fishing Cat 
dnfxf la/fnf]

Scientific Name
j}1flgs gfd

Prionailurus viverrinus

Head-Body Length
nDafO{

57 - 78 cm
%& - &* ;]=dL=

Weight
Tff}n

5 - 16 kg
% - !^ s]=hL=

Global Status
ljZjJofkL cj:yf

Vulnerable
;+j]bgzLn

National Status 
/fli6«o cj:yf

Endangered
;+s6fkGg

Global Population
ljZjJofkL ;+Vof 

Not identified
olsg 5}g

National Population
/fli6«o ;+Vof 

150-200 (estimated)
!%)-@)) -cf+sng_

Global Distribution
ljZjJofkL km}nfj6

Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Thailand 

a+unfb]z, sdaf]l8of, ef/t, OG8f]g]l;of, Dofgdf/, g]kfn, kfls:tfg, >Ln+sf / yfO{Nof08
National Distribution
/fli6«o km}nfj6

Shuklaphanta National Park, Bardia National Park, Chitwan National Park, Parsa National Park, Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve, 
Jagdishpur lake and Bara district and flood plains of the Karnali, Babai, Rapti, Narayani, Koshi, Reu Rivers, Ghodaghodi Tal 

z'SnfkmfF6f /fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, k;f{ /fli6«o lgs'~h, sf]zL 6Kk' cf/lIft If]q, hulbzk'/ tfn / 
af/f o;}u/L ljz]if u/L gbL tl6o If]]q, h:t} s0ff{nL, aaO{, /fKtL, gf/fo0fL, sf]zL, /]p vf]nf, 3f]8f3f]8L tfn

Threats 
vt/f

Retaliatory killing, poisoning of rivers, use of guard dogs, killing for bush meat and recreation, fur trade, road kill, over fishing, habitat 
alteration and destruction, pollution in the rivers, lack of information and climate change 
k|ltzf]wdf dfg]{, df5f dfg{ gbLdf laifsf] k|of]u, lzsf/L s's'/åf/f xTof, ;8s b'3{6gf, df;' tyf dgf]/~hgsf nflu lzsf/ ul/g', gbL tyf 
k|fs[lts hnfzodf df5fsf] cToflws bf]xg, gbL k|b'if0f, hfgsf/Lsf] sdL / hnjfo' kl/jt{g



USAID's Hariyo Ban Program finds its inspiration from the popular saying ‘Hariyo Ban: Nepal Ko Dhan’ (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is 
designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal and emphasizes the links between people and forests. The goal of the Program is to increase ecological and 
community resilience in Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape (CHAL) and Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), and is implemented by a consortium of four partners: World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal as prime recipient, the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere (CARE), the National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), 
and the Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal (FECOFUN). The first phase was implemented from 2011 to 2016 and the second phase will run till 
2021. The second phase will build on the foundations of first phase, applying lessons learned and scaling-up promising approaches. It works on two core 
interwoven components – Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Change Adaptation. Governance, and Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) are cross-
cutting themes that are mainstreamed across the two core components, and Livelihood is nested under the Biodiversity Conservation component. 

WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program 
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal 
T: +977 1 4434820
Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram 


