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Morphology and Structure 

The Gaur (Bos gaurus Smith, 1827) is the largest species of wild cattle. 
Gaur is strong and massively built with a high convex ridge on the 
forehead between the horns protruding anteriorly. The adult male is 
dark brown, converting to black in very old individuals. The upper part 
of the head, from above the eyes to the nape of the neck, is ashy grey, 
or occasionally dirty white. The muzzle is pale colored, and the lower 
parts of the legs are whitish. The tail is shorter than in the typical oxen. 
The female and young bulls are paler, with rufous tinge. 

zf/Ll/s agfj6

uf}/L ufO{ h+unL ufO{ k|hfltx? dWo] ;a}eGbf 7'nf] hgfj/ xf] . uf}/L ufO{sf] z/L/  
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Distribution and Population 

Chitwan National Park and the adjacent of Parsa National Park are the 
major strongholds for Gaur in Nepal. Gaur used to be found in Trijuga forest 
of Udayapur district of eastern Nepal but has been extirpated now. Besides 
Nepal, Gaur is found in mainland South and Southeast Asia, including Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia, Myanmar, India, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan and China. Globally, the estimated population of Gaur is 6,000-21,000 
individuals whereas 330-350 individuals are known to exist in Nepal.
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Habitat

Evergreen to semi-evergreen forests and moist 
deciduous forests are the suitable habitat for Gaur. 
Sometimes Gaur also occurs in deciduous forest areas. 
Gaur mainly favors forests with availability of water, 
and an abundant plant species of their preference. 

af;:yfg
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Feeding Behaviour 

Gaur primarily feeds on green grasses, but during dry 
season prefers to eat coarse dry grasses, forbs, and 
the leaves of some trees and creepers. At least 180-
190 species of plants have been recorded in the diet 
of Gaur. 

cfxf/ Jojxf/
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Reproduction and Life Cycle

Gaur gives birth to single calf within a gestation period of 9 
months at a time. They get sexually matured after second or 
third year of birth. Breeding is peak between December and 
June but generally it takes place all round the year. The lifespan 
of a Gaur in captivity is up to 30 years.

k|hgg / hLjg rqm

gf} dlxgfsf] ue{wf/0f k5L uf}/L ufO{n] Ps k6sdf Pp6f afR5f] jf afR5L 
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Social Behaviour

Gaur prefers to remain in herd lead by an old 
female. Adult males are solitary. 

;fdflhs Jojxf/

uf}/L ufO{ ;a} eGbf h]i7 kf]yLsf] g]t[Tjsf] ayfgdf 
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?rfpF5 .



Threats 

Gaurs are threatened by poaching for bush meat. Loss of 
habitat and grazing areas are another threats to the Gaur. 
Parasitic infections and foot-mouth disease transmitted 
by sharing grazing areas from domestic cattles are also 
additional threats to the Gaurs.  

r'gf}ltx?

uf}/L ufO{ df;'sf nflu ul/g] rf]/L zLsf/, af;:yfg / r/Lr/0f If]qsf] gfzsf sf/0f 
vt/fdf k/]sf 5g\ . 3/]n' rf}kfof / uf}/L ufO{sf] r/Lr/0f If]q Pp6} x'Fbf rf}kofjf6 
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5 . 



Conservation and Legal Status

Gaur is categorized as Vulnerable nationally and globally in IUCN Red List 
Assessment and listed in Appendix I in the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). It is also protected by 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.) in Nepal 
and poaching and killing of Gaur is punishable crime with penalty of NRs. 
50,000-100,000 or 5-15 years imprisonment or both.
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Key Facts  
d'Vo tYox?

Common  Name
gfd

Gaur/Gauri Gai
uf}/L ufO{

Scientific Name
j}1flgs gfd

Bos gaurus

Head Body Length
z/L/sf] nDafO{

250 - 330 cm 
@%) - ##) ;]=dL=

Weight
Tff}n

440 - 1,000 kg 
$$) - !,))) s]=hL=

Global status
ljZjJofkL cj:yf

Vulnerable
;+j]bgzLn

National status
/fli6«o cj:yf

Vulnerable
;+j]bgzLn

Global population
ljZjJofkL ;+Vof 

6,000 - 21,000  
^,))) - @!,)))

National population
/fli6«o ;+Vof 

330 - 350 
##) - #%) 

Global distribution
ljZjJofkL km}nfj6

South and Southeast Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Cambodia, India,  Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and  
Vietnam
blIf0fL d'Vo e"dL / blIf0f k"jL{ Pl;of, a+unfb]z, e"6fg, rLg, sDaf]l8of, ef/t, nfcf];, dn]lzof, Dofgdf/, g]kfn, yfONof08 / leotgfd

National distribution
/fli6«o km}nfj6

Chitwan National Park and Parsa National Park
lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h / k;f{ /fli6«o lgs'~h

Threats
vt/f

Poaching, habitat loss, parasitic infections, foot and mouth disease  
rf]/L lzsf/, af;:yfgsf] ljgfz, k/hLjL ;+s|d0f / vf]/]t



WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal 
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Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org
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USAID's Hariyo Ban Program finds its inspiration from the popular saying ‘Hariyo Ban: Nepal Ko Dhan’ (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is 
designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal and emphasizes the links between people and forests. The goal of the Program is to increase ecological and 
community resilience in Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape (CHAL) and Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), and is implemented by a consortium of four partners: World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal as prime recipient, the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere (CARE), the National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), 
and the Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal (FECOFUN). The first phase was implemented from 2011 to 2016 and the second phase will run till 
2021. The second phase will build on the foundations of first phase, applying lessons learned and scaling-up promising approaches. It works on two core 
interwoven components – Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Change Adaptation. Governance, and Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) are cross-
cutting themes that are mainstreamed across the two core components, and Livelihood is nested under the Biodiversity Conservation component. 


