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/fhwg]; ef/tLo pkdxfb]zdf kfOg] ;a}eGbf 7"nf] wg]; k|hflt xf] . wg];sf] efn] / kf]yLdf 
yf]/} dfq leGgtf x'G5 . efn] kf]yLeGbf s]xL 7"nf] x'G5 . efn]sf] cfFvfsf] /ª uf9f /ftf] / 3]/f sfnf] 
x'G5 . kf]yLsf] cfFvfsf] /ª eg] df]tL h:tf] ;]tf] / 3]/f u'nfaL /ªsf] x'G5 . ljzfn 7'F8 dflysf] 
kx]Fnf] 7'F8dGh';f /fhwg];sf] ljz]iftf xf] . of] 7'F8 d~h';f g/d tGt'n] ag]sf] x'Fbf xn'sf x'G5 .  
7'F8 tnlt/ afª\luPsf] x'G5 h;n] vfgf RofKgafx]s ?v r9\gsf] nflu klg ;xof]u u5{ . 
kx]Fnf] b]lvg] 7'F8, 3fF6L, 5ftL, kFv]6f / k'R5/sf] KjfFv jf:tjdf ;]tf] /ªsf x'G5g\ h;nfO{ 
>[ª\uf/ u|GyLaf6 lg:sg] t]n bn]/ kx]Fnf] agfpF5 .

Morphology and Structure

Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis is the largest hornbill species found in the Indian subcontinent. Male is slightly larger than female and 
has a deep red iris with the black skin surrounding the eye while female has pearly white iris and pink circumorbital skin. The massive 
bill with bright yellow horn on its top, called Casque, is a unique morphological feature of Great Hornbill. It is made up of spongy 
tissue and is very light. Beak is curved downwards and besides eating it also helps while climbing the tree. The beak and feathers on 
the neck, breast, wings, and tail that appear yellow, are actually white in color and are stained by yellowish preen-gland oils.
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kf]yL



g]kfndf /fhwg];sf] k|d'v jf;:yfg lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h xf] . of] ;+/lIft  
If]qleq afFs] tyf  alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, z'SnfkmfF6 jGohGt' cf/If / cf;kf;sf  
If]qx¿df tyf ;+/lIft If]q aflx/ emfkf, ;'g;/L, dsjfgk'/, slknj:t' / 
s}nfnL lhNnfsf] hª\undf klg kfOG5 . g]kfn afx]s ef/t, rLg, e'6fg,  
aª\unfb]z, nfcf];, leotgfd, SofDaf]l8of, yfONof08, Dofgdf/, dn]l;of /  
OG8f]g]l;ofsf] ;'dfqf 6fk'df;d]t km}lnPsf] 5 . ljZjdf o;sf] ;+Vof 
!#,)))–@&,))) ;Dd / g]kfndf *)–!%) cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . 

Distribution and Population

Chitwan National Park is the major stronghold for Great Hornbill in Nepal. It is also found in Banke and 
Bardia National Park, Shuklaphanta Wildlife Reserve and surrounding areas. It has also been recorded from 
Jhapa, Sunsari, Makawanpur, Kapilvastu and Kailali districts and in the forests of Ghodaghodi Lake. Besides 
Nepal, Great Hornbill is found in India, China, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Lao PDR, VietNam, Cambodia, Thailand, 
Myanmar, Malaysia and Indonesian island of Sumatra. Globally, it is estimated that there are 13,000-
27,000 individuals in the world and 80-150 birds in Nepal.



Habitat

Mature broadleaved forest with fruiting tree is the major habitat of Great 
Hornbill. It mainly favors unlogged old-growth forest with large trees. It occurs 
from elevation of 100-500m asl.

jo:s kmnk'mnsf ?vx¿ ePsf] rf}8fkft] hª\un /fhwg];sf] d'Vo jf;:yfg xf] .  
of] 5fF6sfF6 gul/Psf], 7"nf ?v ePsf] k'/fgf] hª\undf a:g dg k/fpF5 / 
;d'Gb|L ;txaf6 !))—%)) dL= ;Ddsf] prfO{df kfOG5 . 



/fhwg];n] ljljw k|sf/sf kmnk'mn, hfd'g / clGh/x¿ vfG5 
/ To;sf ljhx¿nfO{ 6f9f6f9f p8\bf lj:6fdfkm{t ljt/0f 
u5{ . tL 5l/Psf kmnk'mnsf aLpx¿af6 gofF af]6lj?jfx¿ 
pd|G5g\ h;n] hª\un hf]ufO/fVg d2t k'U5 . ;fy} aflngfnL 
laufg]{ ls/f, km6\ofª\u|f, 5]kf/f], d'\;f, 5'r'Gb|f h:tf ;fgf 
hgfj/x¿ vfOlbP/ kof{j/0fnfO{ :j:Yo /fV5 . ctM  
/fhwg];nfO{ …hª\unsf] ls;fgÚ klg eGg] ul/G5 .

Feeding Behavior

Great Hornbill feeds on huge variety of fruits, berries and figs. It flies 
great distances and disperses the seeds through pellets which help to 
regenerate forests. It maintains a healthy ecosystem by consuming 
large number of pest insects and small animals like lizards, rats and 
shrews. Thus, it is also called the "Farmer of the Forest".



Reproduction and Life Cycle

Female lays upto two eggs and incubates for 40 days inside 
the tree holes. After laying eggs, male seals the opening 
with the help of mud and droppings and female stays inside 
the tree hole until her chicks fledges. The female breaths 
and takes food brought by male through the small slit made 
in the nest opening during this period. Parents care for the 
chicks until they reach 4-5 months old. Life span ranges from  
35-40 years.

kf]yLn] b'O{ cf]6f;Dd c08f kf5]{ / rfnL; lbg;Dd cf]yf/f] a:5] . kf]yLn] c08f kf/]kl5 
aRrfx¿ gx's{Gh]n;Dd efn]n] kf]yLnfO{ ?vsf] 6f]8\sfleq g} y'g]/ /fV5 . efn]n] lxnf] / 
lai6fsf] k|of]u u/L 6f]8\sf] y'Gg] u5{ . To;/L y'g]sf] 6f]8\sf]df efn]n] ;fgf] Kjfn agfpF5 
/ To;} Kjfnaf6 kf]yLn] xfjf / efn]n] NofPsf] cfxf/f lnG5] . wg]; hf]8Ln] cfk\mgf  
ar]/fx¿nfO{ $—% dlxgf;Dd x]/rfx u5{g . o;sf] cfo' #%—$) jif{;Dd x'G5 . 



Social Behavior

The flight of the Great Hornbill can be heard from 
half a mile away which is a sign so that the female 
inside the nest knows the arrival of male. This sound 
seems like the puffing of a rail engine starting up. It 
is active during the day time.

/fhwg];n] kFv]6f km6\km6fPsf] cfjfh lgs} k/;Dd ;'lgG5 .  
of] cfjfh /]n OlGhg ;'? ePsf] h:t} efg x'G5 . oxL 
cfjfhsf] d2tn] 6f]8\sf]df y'lgP/ a;]sL kf]yLn] efn] 
cfPsf] yfxf kfpF5] . /fhwg]; lbgdf ;lj|mo x'G5 .  



Threats

Great Hornbill is considered important in many tribal cultures and rituals. Tribesmen of northeastern 
India and Borneo wear its feathers and beaks as decorative during festivals. In some parts  of Nepal, 
casque oil was used for restoring falling hairs— which is a superstitious belief. Locally it is also called 
"Homrai" in Nepal and "Banrao" in India both meaning "King of the Forest". Deforestation especially 
large, mature fruiting trees which is essential for its feeding ground is the major cause for the loss of 
its habitat. People hunt it for food, medicinal purpose and trade its attractive bills and feathers which 
are the reasons for the rapid decline in population. 

/fhwg]; w]/} cflbjf;L ;+:s[lt / ;+:sf/df dxTjk"0f{ dflgG5 . pTt/k"jL{ ef/t tyf a'|gfOsf cflbjf;Lx¿ rf8kj{sf 
a]nf o;sf] KjfFv / r'Rrf] >[ª\uf/ ;fdu|Lsf ¿kdf k|of]u u5{g\ . >[ª\uf/ u|GyLaf6 lg:s]sf] t]nnfO{ st} st} 
dflg;x¿n] skfn emg{ /f]Sg] cf}iflwsf ¿kdf ;d]t k|of]u u5{g h'g k"0f{+tof cGwljZjf; xf] . :yfgLo efiffdf 
o;nfO{ g]kfndf …xf]d/fO{Ú / ef/tdf …jg/fcf]Ú elgG5, h;sf cy{ …hª\unsf] /fhfÚ eGg] x'G5 . /fhwg];sf] 
jf;:yfg ljgf; x'g'sf] d'Vo sf/0f jo:s ?vx¿ ePsf] hª\un kmF8fgLsf sf/0fn] xf] . dflg;n] o;sf] lzsf/ 
cfsif{s 7'F8, KjfFv / df;'sf nflu u5{ h;n] ubf{ o;sf] ;ª\Vof tLj| ¿kdf 36\b} uPsf] 5 .



Conservation and Legal Status

Globally, Great Hornbill is categorized as Near-Threatened and nationally Endangered 
species in IUCN Red List and listed in Appendix I in the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). It is also protected by 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.) of Nepal and 
poaching or killing of Great Hornbill is punishable crime with penalty of NPR 15,000-
30,000 or 3-9 months of imprisonment or both. 

ljZjJofkL ¿kdf cfO=o'=l;=Pg= sf] /ftf] ;"rLdf /fhwg];nfO{ ;ª\s6u|:t / /fli6«o  
;"rLdf ;+s6fkGg cj:yfdf /flvPsf] 5 . ;fOl6; dxf;lGwn] o;nfO{ cg';"rL ! df  
/fv]sf] 5 . of] g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, lj=;+= @)@( åf/f ;+/lIft 
kG5L xf] / o;nfO{  lzsf/ u/L df/]df jf 3fOt] agfPdf !%,)))—#),))) ¿k}Fof;Dd  
hl/jfgf jf #–( dlxgf;Dd s}b jf b'j} ;hfo x'g] k|fjwfg 5 .  



Key Facts

d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name

gfd
Great Hornbill

/fhwg];

Scientific Name

j}1flgs gfd
Buceros bicornis

Height

prfO{
95-105 cm

(%–!)% ;]=ld=

Weight

tf}n
2.15–4 kg.

@=!%–$ ls=u|f=

Unique Feature

ljz]iftf
Massive bill with brightyellow horn on its top,called Casque

ljzfn 7'F8 dflysf] kx]Fnf] 7'F8dGh';f

Global Status

cj:yf -ljZj_
Near-threatened 

lgs6 ;ª\s6u|:t

National Status

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Endangered

;ª\s6fkGg

Global Population

;ª\Vof -ljZj_
13,000-27,000

!#,)))—@&,)))

National Population

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_
80-150

*)–!%)

Global Distribution 

km}nfj6 -ljZj_
Nepal, India, China, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Lao PDR, VietNam, Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia and Indonesian island of Sumatra

g]kfn, ef/t, rLg, e'6fg, aª\unfb]z, nfcf];, leotgfd, SofDaf]l8of, yfONof08, Dofgdf/, dn]l;of / OG8f]g]l;ofsf] ;'dfqf 6fk'

National Distribution

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_
Chitawan National Park, Banke National Park, Bardia National Park, Shuklaphant Wildlife Reserve and surrounding areas. Also from Jhapa, 
Sunsari, Makawanpur, Kapilvastu and Kailali districts and in the forest of Ghodaghodi lake.

lrtjg, afFs] tyf alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, z'SnfkmfF6 jGohGt' cf/If / cf;kf;sf If]qx¿df tyf ;+/lIft If]q aflx/ g]kfnsf] emfkf, ;'g;/L, dsjfgk'/, slknj:t' /  
s}nfnL lhNnfsf] 3f]8f3f]8L tfnsf] jg If]q .

Threats

vt/f
Deforestation especially large, mature fruiting trees are the major cause for the loss of its habitat. Hunting for food, medicinal purpose 
and trading for attractive bills and feathers.

jo:s ?vx¿ ePsf] hª\un kmF8fgLsf sf/0fn jf;:yfgsf] ljgf;, cfsif{s 7'F8, KjfFv / df;'sf nflu lzsf/ .



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban Nepal ko Dhan' 
(Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID funded initiative that aims to 
reduce the adverse impacts of climate change and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This will 
be accomplished by working with the government, communities, civil society and private 
sector. In particular, the Hariyo Ban Program works to empower Nepal’s local communities 
in safeguarding the country’s living heritage and adapting to climate change through sound 
conservation and livelihood approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes the links between 
people and forests and is designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo 
Ban lie three interwoven components – biodiversity conservation, payments for ecosystem 
services including REDD+ and climate change adaptation. These are supported by livelihoods, 
governance, and gender and social inclusion as cross-cutting themes. A consortium of four 
non-governmental organizations is implementing the Hariyo Ban Program with WWF Nepal 
leading the consortium alongside CARE Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.

WWF Nepal
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal
T: +977 1 4434820, F: +977 1 4438458
 Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org, info@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram


