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Morphology and Structure

Grey Wolf (Canis lupus Linnaeus, 1758) is the largest wild member of the dog family. 
The Grey Wolf has grey fur intermingled with black especially on the dorsal crest, 
forehead, and tip of the tail. Grey wolves can be of various colors depending on the 
geographical location but are mainly brown or grey. Grey wolves in the Arctic areas are 
usually white. The head-body length in male and female is 100-130 cm and 87-117 cm 
respectively. The average body weight ranges from 16-60 kg. 
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Distribution and Population

Grey wolves are one of the most widely distributed of all land mammals. Globally, Grey Wolf is found in North America, Greenland, Europe and Asia. However, 
in Nepal, Grey Wolf is recorded only from few locations of Annapurna Conservation Area (Upper Mustang and Upper Manang), Dolpa, Upper Humla, Api-Nampa 
Conservation Area, Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve, Manaslu Conservation Area, Thame Valley in Sagarmatha National Park and Kanchenjunga Conservation Area. 
The estimated national and global 
population of Grey Wolf is 30-50 
and 300,000 respectively.
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Habitat

Grey wolves are the most adaptable and occupy 
a wide range of habitats including arctic tundra, 
steppe, open woodlands, forests, grasslands and 
arid landscapes upto 3000 meters above sea 
level. The highest wolf den site in Nepal has been 
documented at 4,940 meter above 
sea level.
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Feeding Behaviour

The prey of Grey Wolf depends upon their geographical 
location, prey availability and hunting strategy, that is, 
hunting either individually or in a pack. Wolf hunts small 
mammals such as Woolly hare, Pikas, and Marmots, but 
when in a pack they also take down large ungulates such 
as Tibetan Gazelle, Tibetan Argali, Wild Ass, Blue Sheep, 
and Yak. Wolves in general sometimes also eat grasses, 
fruits and berries to help in their digestion.
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Reproduction and Life Cycle

Grey wolves reach sexual maturity at 2-3 years of age and give birth to 2-10 
pups after the gestation period of 8-10 weeks. The whole pack shows the 
parental care to the pups. The wolf can live up to 10 years in the wild, although 
in captivity it can live upto 20 years.
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Social Behaviour

Grey wolves are highly social and organized animal. The group of 
Wolf is called pack. A pack of Wolf constitutes 2-36 individuals. Within 
the pack there is clearly defined hierarchy, led by the alpha pair that 
helps to maintain the order. The pack hunts, patrols, scent marks 
and defends a territory that can range from 130 to 1500 sq. km. The 
Wolf pack communicates by howling and using gestures involving 
the ears, tail, and facial muscles. The howling functions as defensive 
response, reunion, strengthen social bonding, mating, emotional 
response (losses and pain) and to distinguish between packmates and 
strangers. Attributed to such social behavior, Wolf was domesticated 
by nomadic hunters over 15,000 years ago. As a large carnivore, Grey 
Wolf was the first species to be domesticated which are currently 
known as domestic dogs.
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Threats

The wide distribution range of Grey Wolf is rapidly shrinking due to habitat 
destruction and human persecutions. The threats to the wolves include 
fragmentation of habitat due to human settlements and clearing for agriculture 
and livestock, poaching for fur, reduction in natural prey base, human-wildlife 
conflict (killing by carcass poisoning and smoking dens) and canine diseases. 



Conservation and Legal Status

Grey Wolf is considered globally as Least Concern and Nationally as Critically 
Endangered in the IUCN Red List. The Grey wolf is listed in Appendix I in the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). According to the National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1973 A.D. 
(2029 B.S.), Grey Wolf is a protected priority species and harming or killing of 
the Wolf is a punishable crime with the penalty of NPR 40,000-75,000 or an 
imprisonment of 1-10 years or both.
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Key Facts  
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Common Name
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Grey Wolf
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Scientific Name
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Canis lupus

Head-Body Length
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100-130 cm (male), 87-117 cm (female)
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Weight
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16-60 kg
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Global Status
ljZjJofkL cj:yf

Least Concern
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National Status 
/fli6«o cj:yf

Critically Endangered
clt ;+s6fkGg

Global Population
ljZjJofkL ;+Vof

300,000
#)),)))

National Population
/fli6«o ;+Vof 

30-50
#)-%)

Global Distribution
ljZjJofkL km}nfj6

North America, Greenland, Europe and Asia 

pQ/ cd]l/sf, u|LgNof08, o'/f]k / Plzof
National Distribution
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Annapurna Conservation Area (Upper Mustang and Upper Manang), Dolpa, Upper Humla, Api-Nampa Conservation Area, Dhorpatan 
Hunting Reserve, Manaslu Conservation Area, Sagarmatha National Park and Kanchenjunga Conservation Area 
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Threats
vt/f

Habitat loss and fragmentation due to human settlements and clearing for agriculture and livestock, poaching for fur, reduction in 
natural prey base, Human-wildlife conflict, canine diseases
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WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program 
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal 
T: +977 1 4434820 
Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram 

USAID's Hariyo Ban Program finds its inspiration from the popular saying ‘Hariyo Ban: Nepal Ko Dhan’ (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is 
designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal and emphasizes the links between people and forests. The goal of the Program is to increase ecological and 
community resilience in Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape (CHAL) and Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), and is implemented by a consortium of four partners: World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal as prime recipient, the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere (CARE), the National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), 
and the Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal (FECOFUN). The first phase was implemented from 2011 to 2016 and the second phase will run till 
2021. The second phase will build on the foundations of first phase, applying lessons learned and scaling-up promising approaches. It works on two core 
interwoven components – Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Change Adaptation. Governance, and Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) are cross-
cutting themes that are mainstreamed across the two core components, and Livelihood is nested under the Biodiversity Conservation component. 
 


