MONITORING, CONTROL, SURVEILLANCE
— A CENTRAL PART OF EFFECTIVE
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Compliance and Enforcement:

Article 5 of the WCPF Convention gives
members the duty to implement and
enforce conservation and management
measures through effective monitoring,
control and surveillance (MCS). MCS covers
a range of different activities involved

in policing the fishing area. Acting on
CMMs, putting a stop to illegal fishing, and
verifying fisheries catches to improve data
and information are the guiding principles
to enforcing the rules.

Keeping track on fishing boats:
Vessel Monitoring

Pacific Islands in the WCPFC face special
challenges when it comes to finding
resources to monitor who is doing what in
the Convention area. Through the Pacific
Islands Forum Fisheries Agency’s Vessel
Monitoring System (VMS) they can track
and monitor fishing activities across the
region. The VMS is a satellite-based system
monitoring the position, speed and direction
of registered fishing vessels licensed to
operate in the Convention area. The WCPFC
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is now developing, with FFA, a Vessel
Monitoring System for the Western and
Central Pacific Ocean.

Blacklisting illegal operators:
the IUU list

Vessels not on the authorized register

of fishing vessels in the WCPFC can end

up being blacklisted on a WCPFC illegal,
unreported, and unregulated (IUV) list, set
up in 2006. An IUU vessel stays on a blacklist,
usually until fines are paid and its owners can
prove it can comply with conservation and
management measures.

Monitoring fishing cargoes: Port

Monitoring fish catches and methods can
also be done when fishing vessels dock in
ports of Commission members for refueling,
supplies, or transshipment. Members have
a list of ways to run the inspections and
monitoring of all fishing vessels visiting
their ports. If a vessel is on the IUU list the
member state cannot allow it entry. If a
vessel already in port is later found to be on
the list, it can be seized or detained.




