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INTRODUCTION
The stretch of the Mekong River between Champassak
province, Southern Lao PDR and Kratie town, Northeastern
Cambodia, is a vital river ecosystem of the region with an
abundance of critical habitats supporting more than 850
species. This stretch of the Mekong is characterized with
seasonal flood pulses, low lying floodplains and provision
of ecosystem services which support freshwater and food
security needs: the inland fisheries located along it support
the livelihoods of 61 million people in the lower Mekong
(Bartley et al. 2015). However, these resources have been
challenged by rapid hydrological change, dam construction,
over-harvesting of fish stocks and habitat degradation.

ILLEGAL FISHING IN
THE STRETCH OF
MEKONG RIVER

(Osphronemus exodon) at the local wet market. During the
observation period of 18 days, an estimated total of 5,596 kg
of fish was sold at the market (average: 310 kg/day, range:
83-575 kg).

Threatened species encountered during observation in the market in Kratie between 7-24
January, 2020 (CR: Critically Endangered, EN: Endangered, VU: Vulnerable, NT: Neared
Threatened, DD: Data Deficient)

WWF-Cambodia in cooperation with the Fisheries
Administration and Kratie Fisheries Administration
Cantonment conducted a market survey to understand the
current status of threatened fish species harvested in the
Mekong stretch between Kratie and Stung Treng. The survey
is a rapid assessment of how much and which fish species
are sold in local markets, determining relative catch rates,
quantities and fish species diversity collected from fishing
activities along the Mekong.
The survey employed two methods–market observation and
fieldwork. Through the survey period of 07th-24th January
2020, fish sold at markets in Kratie town was recorded with
their data referenced using the IUCN status, the law on
fisheries and the endangered fish species list. The species
name, number entered into and sold at the markets, average
weight and prices were recorded for analysis. In addition to
the market data collection, interviews with seven fishermen,
four fish traders, three river guards and four CFi members
were also conducted at the field to gather information about
local fishing activities in their area and the fish market supply
chain.

In recent years, it has been observed that fishers along the
Mekong River between Kratie and Steung Treng provinces
use a variety of fishing gears both allowed or banned by the
Law on Fisheries, which include cast nets, fixed/floating
fishing nets, hook lines, as well as electrofishing gear. The
number of fishing nets observed between 2018 and 2019
shows that the most ideal time for net fishing is between
October and November, followed by May. During the
assessment (January, 2020), data collection teams have
noted a five sightings of gillnets inside/surrounding the deep
pools in Siem Bauk district, which are significant migratory
pathways between pools for Mekong dolphins.

KEY FINDINGS:
The results of the market survey in Kratie found 35 fish
species including the Mekong giant barb (Catlocarpio
siamensis), the Mekong tiger perch (Datnioides
undecimradiatus) and the Elephant ear gourami

The total number of fish count and fish stock estimated during observation between 7 -24
January, 2020 in Phsar Phae Leu, Kratie Town, by WWF-Cambodia/FiA.

•

Fish sold at the market were collected from the deep
water pools within the Mekong Dolphin Protection and
Management Zones, by local fishermen who use both
legal and illegal fishing gear types;

•

Fish sellers and traders are less aware of the Law on
Fisheries and other relevant legislations concerning
the protection and management of fishery resources,
especially of endangered fishery species;

•

There is a lack of effective measures to stop illegal fishing
and trading along the Mekong river within the dolphin
zones, as well as a lack of law enforcement to prevent
fish sellers at the market from selling endangered fish
species;

•

To address the lack of awareness, local fish seller
and trader need more information about the Law on
Fisheries and relevant legislations concerning the
protection and management of fisheries resources.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Number of fishing nets were recorded between 2018 and 2019 during monthly monitoring of
dolphin along the stretch of the Mekong River, Kratie-Steung Treng.

Isok barb sold at Phae Leur wet market in Kratie town. © Eam Sam Un / WWF-Cambodia

CONCLUSION

Supply chain for fish trade in the Mekong; fishers along the Mekong River sell to traders
(mobile fish buyers) and distribute to retailers in the market in small towns or provincial
towns.

The supply chain of fish trade was found to be the fishers to
traders to retailers to customers, and the central hub of fish
trade are Koh Khnae, O’s Mreah and Tbaung Kla. The fish
collected at these hubs are typically transported to the Stung
Treng Provincial Market then transported to Ratanakiri
province, to Vietnam and to Lao PDR through the Cheu Teal
water pool, Phnom Penh and Siem Reap Province by taxi. The
central hubs in Sambor district and Sandan commune are the
transit points, where all fish are presumed to be transported
to Kratie town and/or shipped to Phnom Penh.

•

Conduct outreach and awareness activities aimed at
educating fish sellers and traders about the Law on
Fisheries and relevant legislations that include the IUCN
Redlist and the endangered fish species list of Cambodia,
as well as campaigns encouraging the protection of
endangered fish species;

•

Further investigate electrofishing activities and clearly
identify the illegal fish trade supply chain;

•

Enforce the fisheries law to stop both fish harvest
and trade routes from illegal fishing activities (e.g.
electrofishing) along the river and selling endangered
fish at the market with participation of local authorities;

•

Mobile patrolling teams led by chiefs and deputy chiefs
of river guards shall take action on illegal fish trade
which include endangered fish species;

•

Call for a meeting to present the study results to relevant
agencies, including the Fisheries Administration, the
Kratie and Stung Treng Provincial Administrations,
Departments of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
Fisheries Administration Cantonments, and commune
and district authorities.

The transition of fish trade for each central hub to markets in Kratie, Steung Treng town and
continuing to Phnom Penh, Vietnam and Lao PDR.

Mekong giant barb sold at Phsar Thmey in Phnom Penh. © Tep Asnarith / WWF-Cambodia
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