
 
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
  
Position title:   Senior Project Officer, Mekong Delta Coastal Habitat Conservation project, WWF-
Viet Nam 

Reports to:                    Project Manager 

Supervises:                   Consultants 

Location:                        Rach Gia city, Kien Giang province, Viet Nam 

Date:                              October 2021 
  
 
I. Background 

WWF was one of the first International non-government organizations working in Vietnam. In 1985, WWF 
began working on a national conservation strategy and since then has worked closely with the Vietnamese 
Government on a diverse range of environment issues and implemented field activities across the country. 
Find out more at http://vietnam.panda.org/. WWF recognizes that its employees are its most important 
asset. A competent workforce, thoroughly trained, properly motivated, and bound together by mutual trust 
and common objectives is crucial to the success of WWF.  

WWF has long worked in the Mekong Delta region—home to 70% of Vietnam’s mangroves and 90% of its 

sea grass beds. Fed by the sediment and nutrients from the Mekong River, these habitats support 
Vietnam’s richest fish grounds. However, these habitats continue to be under growing threats. Intensive 
near-shore fishing has depleted fish stocks leading to the phenomenon of “fishing down the food chain,” 
which is opportunistic, non-selective, and ecologically devastating. In 2017, Vietnam’s inability to reign in 
illegal fishing outside its territorial waters resulted in the EU issuing it a Yellow Card. Since then, sea food 
exports to the EU have declined by 10%/year, equivalent to a loss of hundreds of millions of dollars a year. 

At the same time, opportunities to address these systemic threats have emerged.  

In response to the Yellow Card, Vietnam revised its Fisheries Law, which includes much higher fines for  
illegal fishing. To incentivize the participation of local fishers in fisheries management, the revised law also  
includes legal provisions for fisheries co-management. In 2018, the CPV approved Resolution 36, which 
recognizes Marine Protected Areas (MPA)s as essential components of the Blue Economy and sets of 
target of legally protecting 6% of the coastal and marine area vs less than 0.2% currently. This resolution 
provides the political basis for expanding and strengthening the MPA network.   

In the context of these threats and opportunities, IUCN and WWF have designed the project “Mekong Delta 
Coastal Habitat Conservation”, funded by USAID. The project will mitigate threats to coastal biodiversity 
and fisheries, enhancing coastal resilience in the Mekong Delta, focusing on Phu Quoc MPA and other 
small island clusters in the West Sea that include Nam Du, Hai Tac and Ba Lua. 

WWF will be working on three key components in the project: 

- Component 1: Strengthen management of Phu Quoc MPA for more effective habitat and 
species conservation. Under this component, WWF will attempt to engage large businesses on 
the island e.g. developers of real estate, hospitality, tourism in to ensure that their business 
operations not only respect the new MPA zoning plan but results in net positive impact by investing 
in improved protection of the MPA and local fisheries. WWF will also assist the MPA and other local 
stakeholders to work with these businesses to secure agreements that specify their roles, rights, 
and responsibilities in contributing to the island’s habitat and species conservation. Gender 
considerations will be strengthened in the cooperation. 

- Component 2: Establish a network of LMMAs embedded within FMUs to protect sea grass 
beds that support multi-species fisheries in small island clusters. Under this component, 
WWF will work with Kien Giang Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) and 
local coastal communities on three small island clusters: Nam Du, Hai Tac and Ba Lua to establish 
fisheries management units (FMUs) and a network of nested Locally Managed Marine Areas 
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(LMMAs) for the region. WWF will build awareness and institutional capacity of both men and 
women in these stakeholders on FMU and LMMA co-management; draft guidelines and develop 
co-management plans that incentivize community participation to strengthen fisheries 
management. Based on lessons learned from other MPAs, the component will attempt to ensure 
that the local government and coast guard protects the LMMAs from illegal entry by outside fishing 
boats. WWF will also explore collaboration with relevant stakeholders including businesses to 
establish a sustainable supply chain of seafood from these communities, including anchovies and 
blue swimming crabs. 

- Component 3: Conduct special studies to provide implementation recommendations for the 
other components.  
 

II. Major Functions 

The Senior Project Officer is in charge of coordinating and managing the field implementation of activities 
under the relevant components that he/she is assigned to, in compliance with donor’s and WWF’s 
requirements/ policies, with good quality (as working conditions allows) in a timely manner. The position 
will be based in Rach Gia city to ensure on the ground support presence and connection with local 
stakeholders.  

  
III. Major Duties and Responsibilities: 

 Assist the supervising Project Manager (and other relevant colleagues) in planning, implementing 
and monitoring on technical and financial aspects of the project, including the operational plan, cost 
control and budget in compliance with donor’s and WWF’s policies. 

 Work closely with the project partners in the Kien Giang province and the islands Phu Quoc, Nam 
Du, Hai Tac and Ba Lua (including provincial and district-level authorities such as DARD, People’s 
Committees and their affiliated offices, the National Park, relevant businesses, fisher communities) 
and other relevant stakeholders to carry out the implementation and M&E of the project. Possibility 
of traveling to Ho Chi Minh city and other regions if the project requires. 

 Attend training courses, workshops and meetings as representative of the project when required.  

 Contribute to relevant Oceans Practice strategies, work-plan, program development, and other 
relevant activities as needed. 

 Other tasks assigned by Line Manager, as appropriate. 

 
IV. Profile: 

Required Qualifications 

 Bachelor degree or higher degree in fields related to Natural Resources and Sustainable 
development, Fisheries management, Marine Biodiversity conservation, Environmental Science.  

 Proven experiences in planning and implementation of GO and NGO’s projects. 

 Experiences in working or liaison with multi-stakeholders: businesses, governmental bodies (e.g 
MPA, national park), local communities, development partners, NGO and donors at all level.  

 Good understanding of the Kien Giang province, and issues related to: fisheries resources, marine 
conservation, development of tourism and real estate, fishing communities, relevant policies, and 
communication for changes.  
 

Required skills and Competencies 

 Excellent interpersonal, communication and diplomatic skills (networking, coordination, facilitation 
etc.) with the ability to manage and interact at all levels of an international, multicultural 
organization; 

 English & Vietnamese proficiency, strong technical report writing skills (in English);  

 Organising & planning and problem-solving skills;  

 Good research, presentation, training skills, report writing skills ; 

 Identifies and aligns with the core values of the WWF organization: Courage, Collaboration, 
Respect & Integrity.  

 Demonstrates WWF behaviors in ways of working: Strive for Impact, Listen Deeply, Collaborate 
Openly, Innovate Fearlessly;  
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 Adheres to WWF’s brand values, which are: Knowledgeable, Optimistic, Determined and 
Engaging  

 
V. Working relationship 

Internal: Work in close collaboration with and support project staff, finance team of WWF-Viet Nam and 
international colleagues; relevant WWF networks. 

External: liaise and work with Government agencies, donors, communities, partners, private sectors, 
consultants and international and local NGOs. 
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