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xfa|]sf] z/L/ /ftf], v}/f] /ªsf] x'G5 . o;sf] 
cfFvfsf] s'gfb]lv d'v / ufnfsf] efudf ;]tf], /ftf]  
/ v}/f] /ª ldl;Psf] x'G5 . o;sf] k'R5/df  
!@—!* cf]6f xNsf / uf9f /ftf, v}/f /ªsf  
k6\l6x¿ x'G5g\ . of] ;fgf] :tgwf/L k|f0fL xf] h;sf] 
tf}n #=&—^=@ ls=u|f=  ;Dd / 6fpsf]b]lv z/L/;Ddsf]  
nDafO{ %^—^# ;]=ld= ;Dd x'G5 . o;sf] k'R5/ 
#&—$& ;]=ld= ;Dd nfdf] x'G5 . o;sf] cª\u|]hL 
gfd …kf08fÚ g]kfnL zAb …lgufNof kf]GofÚ af6 
ePsf] xf] . xfa|]sf @ k|hfltx¿ …Pn'/; kmNh]G;  
kmNh]G;Ú / …Pn'/; kmNh]G; :6\oflgÚ dWo] g]kfndf 
cl3Nnf] k|hflt dfq kfOG5 . 

Morphology and Structure

Red Panda Ailurus fulgens has reddish brown fur, predominantly 
white with reddish brown ‘tear tracks’ extending from eye to 
the corner of the mouth. Red Panda has long bushy tail marked 
with alternating 12-18 red and buff color rings. This is a small 
mammal weighing upto 3.7-6.2 kg with an average 56-63cm 
head-body length and 37-47cm long tail. Interestingly, the 
name "Panda" is derived from the Nepali word "Nigalya Ponya". 
Taxonomically, there are two sub-species of Red Panda; Ailurus 
fulgens fulgens and Ailurus fulgens styani, only the former is 
found in Nepal.



xfa|] Plzof dxfb]zsf] g]kfn, ef/t, e'6fg, Dofgdf/ / rLgdf 
dfq kfOG5 . k"j{df tfKn]h'ªb]lv klZrddf sflnsf]6;Dd xfa|]  
km}lnPsf] 5 / o;sf] jf;:yfg ;+/lIft If]qeGbf aflx/ w]/} kfOPsf] 
5 . ;+/lIft If]qleq of] /f/f /fli6«o lgs'~h, 9f]/kf6g l;sf/ cf/
If0f, cGgk"0f{ ;+/lIft If]q, dgf:n' ;+/lIft If]q, nfd6fª /fli6«o lgs'~h,  
uf}l/z+s/ ;+/lIft If]q, ;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~h, dsfn' a?0f  
/fli6«o lgs'~h / s~hghª\3f ;+/lIft If]qdf ul/ ( :yfgdf kfOG5 .   
;+/lIft IFf]qeGbf aflx/ Onfd, kfFry/, l;Gw'kfNrf]s, /fd]5fk,  
/f]Nkf, sfnLsf]6, hfh/sf]6 / h'Dnf lhNnfdf klg kfOG5 . 
k|fs[lts jf;:yfgdf ;+;f/el/ jo:s xfa|]sf] ;ª\Vof !) xhf/
eGbf sd 5 eg] g]kfndf @#& b]lv !)^! ;ª\Vofdf ePsf] cg'dfg  
ul/Psf] 5 .  

Distribution and Population

Red Panda is distributed  within the five Asian 
countries: Nepal, India, Bhutan, Myanmar 
and China. The majority of its habitat in Nepal 
falls outside the protected areas extending 
from Taplejung in the East to Kalikot in the 
West. Its presence has been recorded from 
nine different protected areas of Nepal 
which includes Rara National Park, Dhorpatan 
Hunting Reserve, Annapurna Conservation 
Area, Manaslu Conservation Area, Langtang 
National Park, Gaurishankar Conservation 
Area, Sagarmatha National Park, Makalu 
Barun National Park and Kanchanjunga 
Conservation Area. Outside the protected 
areas, it is also recorded from Illam, 
Panchathar, Sindupalkchok, Ramechhap, 
Rolpa, Kalikot, Jajarkot and Jumla districts. 
The population of Red Panda in wild is 
estimated to be less than 10,000 globally and  
237-1,061 individuals in Nepal.  



Habitat

Red Panda inhabits in high altitude temperate 
forest with abundant bamboo in the under-
stories. It is distributed within a narrow altitude 
range between 2000-4500m asl and a small 
isolated population in warm climate below 
1500m asl in Meghalaya of India. Large habitat 
of Red Panda lies outside the mountainous 
protected areas networks throughout its range. 

xfa|]sf] d'Vo jf;:yfg afF; tyf lgufnf] ePsf] pRr lxdfnL  
lztf]i0f jg xf] . of] ;d'Gb|L ;txeGbf @)))—$%)) ld= ;Ddsf] ;fgf]  
If]qdf kfOG5 . ef/tsf] d]3fnodf t'ngfTds ¿kdf udL{ x'g] 
;d'Gb|L ;txeGbf !%)) ld= dfly klg kfOPsf] 5 . xfa|]sf] w]/} 
jf;:yfg lxdfnL >[ª\vnfsf] ;+/lIft If]qeGbf aflx/ /x]sf] 5 . 



Feeding Behavior

Red Panda entirely depends on 
bamboo leaves and shoot for their 
food in wild, though they belong to the 
order carnivore. Bamboo is the staple 
food of Red Panda which constitutes 
more than 90% of their diet. It also 
feeds on seasonal fruiting berries in 
the wild. Diet of Red Panda in the 
captivity comprised of some eggs and 
very small portion of meat.  

xfa|] df+;fxf/L hLj ;d"xdf 
ePklg o;sf] d'Vo cfxf/f 
eg]sf] afF; jf lgufnfsf] 
kft / 8fF7 xf] . xfa|]sf] d'Vo 
cfxf/f afF; xf] . df};dL 
kmnk"mn, hª\unL c+lh/x¿ 
klg o;sf] cfxf/fdf k5{g\ . 
lrl8ofvfgfdf o;nfO{ c08f 
/ yf]/} df;' klg lbOG5 . 



Reproduction and Life Cycle

Red Panda breeds in the late months of winter, from January to 
March, so the cubs are born during the monsoon, from June to 
August. The female builds nest inside old hollow tree trunks or 
small caves where she gives birth to 1-4 blind-deaf cubs. Red 
Panda becomes sexually mature at 18 months. Mother Panda 
takes care of her cubs until they reach adulthood. The life span 
of Red Panda is 10-12 years in the wild while 22 years has been 
recorded in captivity. 

xfa|]sf] ;+ud kf}ifsf] dWob]lv lxpFbsf] cGTo kmfu'g;Dd x'G5, h;n] ubf{ aRrfx¿ h]7sf] dWob]lv  
ebf}sf] dWo;Dd hlGdG5g\ . kf]yLn] ?vsf] 6f]8\sf jf ;fgf] u'kmfdf !—$ cf]6f;Dd cfFvf 
gv'n]sf / sfg g;'Gg] aRrf hGdfpF5] . xfa|] !* dlxgfdf k|hggof]Uo x'G5 . dfpn]  
cfk\mgf] aRrfx¿nfO{ jo:s gx'Gh]n;Dd cfkm};Fu /fV5] . k|fs[lts cj:yfdf xfa|]sf] cfo' !)—!@ 
jif{;Dd x'G5 eg] lrl8ofvfgfdf clwstd @@ jif{;Dd afFr]sf] kfOPsf] 5 . 



Social Behavior

Red Panda spends most of its time resting on trees and 
its activity peaks in dusk and dawn. Red Panda is normally 
solitary. However, they form pairs during the breeding  
season and are only seen in groups when the mother is with her 
cubs. Red Panda appears to be territorial and produce a scent 
from its anal region which is used to mark territorial boundaries 
by rubbing and spreading it on various objects. It may mark 
territory by using common latrine as defecation site. 

xfa|]n] cfk\mgf] w]/} ;do ?vdf cf/fd u/]/ latfpF5 
eg] ljxfgL tyf ;fFemkvlt/ ;lj|mo x'G5 . of] 
k|foM PSn} a:g ?rfpF5 / ;+udsf] a]nf dfq hf]8L  
agfpF5 . dfp;Fu aRrfx¿ x'Fbf of] ;d"xdf klg  
e]l6G5 . xfa|]n] cfk\mgf] lglZrt If]q lgwf{/0f u/]sf] 
x'G5 h;nfO{ dnåf/af6 lgl:sg] s8f uGw 3;|]/ 
jf bn]/ cfk\mgf] If]q lgwf{/0f u5{ . xfa|] nhfn' 
k|s[ltsf] x'G5 / Ps} 7fpFdf dn TofUg] u5{ . 



Threats

Major threats to Red Panda conservation are loss, degradation, and 
fragmentation of its habitat, poaching especially for the trade of its hide, 
high dependency of local community on forest resources for grazing, fuel 
wood, timber and non-timber forest products. Developmental activities such 
as construction of roads, hydropower dam in high altitude, natural disaster 
such as landslides, floods, heavy snowfall and rainfall, climate change, 
bamboo flowering, forest fires, poor regeneration of shelter plants in cold 
climate and high infant mortality are challenges in its conservation.

jf;:yfgsf] vl08s/0f tyf Iflos/0f, 5fnf jf cª\usf 
nflu cj}w lzsf/, jg tyf u}/sfi7 k}bfj/sf] cToflws 
bf]xg, af6f]3f6f] tyf hnljB't cfof]hgfsf] lgdf{0f, afF; 
km'Ngfn] cfxf/fsf] sdL, 89]nf], lr;f]n] ubf{ af]6lj?jf 
l9nf] x'ls{g' tyf afF; km'n]kl5 ;'Sg] x'Fbf cfxf/fsf]  
sdL, aRrfsf] clws d[To'b/, k|fs[lts k|sf]k h:t}M  
afl9, klx/f], lxdkft, cltj[li6, hnjfo'  kl/jt{g, o;sf] 
;+/If0fsf k|d'v r'gf}ltx¿ x'g\ . 



Conservation and Legal Status

Globally and nationally Red Panda is categorized as Endangered species in IUCN 
Red List, and listed in Appendix I in the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.) has also enlisted Red Panda as protected 
species. Hence, a person involved in killing, harming and trade of any body parts 
of this animal is a punishable crime and is imposed a fine of NPR. 40,000 to 75,000 
or  an imprisonment of 1-10 years or both.

cfO=o'=l;=Pg=sf] /ftf] ;"rLdf xfa|]nfO{ ;+s6fkGg hLjsf] ;d"xdf /flvPsf] 5 . To:t} u/L 
;fOl6; dxf;lGwn] o;nfO{ cg';"rL ! df  /fv]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' 
;+/If0f P]g @)@( cg';f/ klg of] ;+/lIft hLj xf] / o;nfO{  dfg]{ tyf xfgL k'¥ofpg] JolStnfO{ 
$),)))—&%,))) ¿k}Fof;Dd hl/jfgf jf !—!) jif{;Dd s}b cyjf b'j} x'g ;Sg] k|fjwfg 5 . 



Key Facts

d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name

gfd
Red Panda

xfa|]

Scientific Name

j}1flgs gfd
Ailurus fulgens fulgens

Length (Head- Body) 

nDafO{ 
56-63cm

%^ ^# ;]=ld=

Length (Tail) 

nDafO{
37-47 cm

#&—$& ;]=ld=

Weight

tf}n
3.7-6.2 kg

#=&—^=@ ls=u|f=

Global Status

cj:yf -ljZj_
Endangered 

;ª\s6fkGg

National Status

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Endangered

;ª\s6fkGg

Global Population

;ª\Vof -ljZj_
Less than 10,000 individuals

!) xhf/eGbf sd

National Population

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_
237 -1,061 individuals in the wild

@#&–!)^!

Global Distribution 

km}nfj6 -ljZj_
Nepal, India, Bhutan, Myanmar and China.

g]kfn, ef/t, e'6fg, Dofgdf/ / rLg

National Distribution

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_
Rara National Park, Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve, Annapurna Conservation Area, Manaslu Conservation Area, Langtang National Park, Gaurishankar 
Conservation Area, Sagarmatha National Park, Makalu Barun National Park and Kanchenjunga Conservation Area. Outside the protected areas, recorded 
from Illam, Panchathar, Sindupalkchok, Ramechhap, Rolpa, Kalikot, Jajarkot and Jumla districts.

;+/lIft If]qleq xfa|] /f/f /fli6«o lgs'~h, 9f]/kf6g l;sf/ cf/If0f, cGgk"0f{ ;+/lIft If]q, dgf:n' ;+/lIft If]q, nfd6fª /fli6«o lgs'~h, uf}l/z+s/ ;+/lIft If]q, ;u/dfyf /fli6«o 
lgs'~h, dsfn' a?0f /fli6«o lgs'~h / s~hghª\3f ;+/lIft If]qdf u/L ( :yfgdf kfOG5 . ;+/lIft If]qeGbf aflx/ Onfd, kfFry/, l;Gw'kfNrf]s, /fd]5fk, /f]Nkf, sfnLsf]6, hfh/sf]6  
/ h'Dnf lhNnf .

Threats

vt/f
Loss, degradation, and fragmentation of its habitat, poaching especially to trade its hide, excessive use of forest resources for grazing, fuel wood, timber 
and non-timber forest products, development activities like  construction of roads, hydropower dam in high altitude, natural disaster such as landslides, 
floods, heavy snowfall and rainfall, climate change, bamboo flowering, forest fires, poor regeneration of shelter plants in cold climate and high infant 
mortality.

cj}w l;sf/, jg tyf u}/sfi7 k}bfj/sf] cToflws bf]xg, af6f]3f6f] tyf hnljB't cfof]hgfsf] lgdf{0f, afF; km'Ngfn] cfxf/fsf] sdL, jgdf cfunfuL, lr;f]n] ubf{ af]6lj?jf l9nf] 
x'ls{g' tyf afF; km'n]kl5 ;'Sg] x'Fbf cfxf/fsf] sdL, aRrfsf] clws d[To'b/, k|fs[lts k|sf]k h:t}M afl9, klx/f], lxdkft, cltj[li6, hgjfo' kl/jt{g .



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban Nepal ko Dhan' 
(Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID funded initiative that aims to 
reduce the adverse impacts of climate change and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This will be 
accomplished by working with the government, communities, civil society and private sector. In 
particular, the Hariyo Ban Program works to empower Nepal’s local communities in safeguarding 
the country’s living heritage and adapting to climate change through sound conservation and 
livelihood approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes the links between people and forests and is 
designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie three interwoven 
components – biodiversity conservation, payments for ecosystem services including REDD+ and 
climate change adaptation. These are supported by  livelihoods, governance, and gender and 
social inclusion as cross-cutting themes. A consortium of four non-governmental organizations is 
implementing the Hariyo Ban Program with WWF Nepal leading the consortium alongside CARE 
Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.

WWF Nepal
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal
T: +977 1 4434820, F: +977 1 4438458
Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org, info@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram


