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Morphology and Structure

Greater one-horned rhinoceros Rhinoceros unicornis is a huge ungulate 
with a deeply folded thick blackish skin and medially placed horn on 
the snout. It is the largest of the three Asian Rhino species, with a 
length of about 3.4m, height of 1.7m, and a weight of about 2,450 kg.  
It has poor vision but very strong sense of hearing and smell.



7"nf] Ps l;ª\u] u}F8f g]kfnsf] t/fO{sf ;+/lIft If]qx¿ lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, z'SnfkmfF6 jGohGt' cf/Ifdf kfOG5 . k;f{ jGohGt' cf/Ifdf klg o;sf] ;fgf] 
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ul/Psf] 5 eg] ef/tdf o;sf] ;+Vof @()) eGbf a9L 5 . 

Distribution and Population

In Nepal, greater one horned  rhinoceros is mainly found in Chitwan National Park, Bardia National Park, Shuklaphata 
Wildlife Reserve and few numbers in Parsa Wildlife Reserve.  Besides Nepal, it is currently found only in India and 
had been regionally extinct from Bangladesh and Bhutan. The current population of greater one horned rhinoceros 
is 645 in Nepal and over 2900 in India.



Habitat

Rhinos prefer alluvial floodplain grasslands, 
riverine forest and nearby wetlands.

u}F8fx¿ gbL t6Lo hª\un,  3fF;] d}bfg / l;d;f/ 
If]qx¿df j;f]jf; ub{5g\ . 



Feeding Behavior

Greater one horned rhinoceros are mega herbivores. They primarily feed 
upon grasses. Besides, they also browse leaves and branches of trees and 
shrubs, and fruits. Rhino apple Trewia nudiflora  is one of their preferred 
wild fruits. Rhinos also frequently eat aquatic plants.
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kg]{ hª\unL kmn xf] .



Reproduction and Life Cycle

Female rhinoceros becomes sexually mature at 4 years and male at 9 
years. There is no fixed breeding season for this animal. Gestation period 
is between 15-16 months and usually one calf is born at a time. Female 
will leave a gap of around 3-4 years between calves. Rhino lives up to  
30-45 years in the wild. 
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Social Behavior

Rhinos is mainly solitary animal except female with young. Mostly, it spends its days by resting, wallowing 
and bathing in the muddy pools during the hot hours of the day which cools it and also protects it from 
flies. Usually, it follows the same walking paths while foraging and the same spot to defecate forming 
well-defined toilet. It can run up to 40 km/h and is a very good swimmer. Rhinos are aggressive animals. 
Male rhinos sometimes fight causing serious injuries to each other.
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Threats and Conservation Measures

The major threat to rhino is poaching for its horns, which is used in 
traditional Chinese medicines. Retaliatory killings due to crop damage and 
human attack is occasionally reported. Their habitats outside protected 
areas are being encroached for agricultural expansion. Invasive alien plant 
species such as Mikenia micrantha have serious impacts on their native 
food plant species. The protection of rhinos helps to protect floodplain 
ecosystems and a number of associated plant and animal species. Rhinos 
also help to disperse wild seeds and maintain healthy ecosystems. They 
are known to disperse over 38 plant species.
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Conservation and Legal Status 

Globally, greater one horned rhinoceros is listed as Vulnerable and nationally 
Endangered by IUCN Red list which suggests that the animal is facing high risk 
of extinction in the near future. Similarly, rhino is listed in the Appendix-I in 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) which means the trade and export or import of rhinos and their 
body parts is illegal. National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 A.D 
(2029 B.S.) has also enlisted rhino as protected species and harming, killing 
or trading the parts of it is a punishable crime with penalty of NPR 50,000-
100,000 or imprisonment of 5-15 years or both.



Key Facts
d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name

gfd
Greater One Horned Rhinoceros

7"nf] Ps l;ª\u] u}F8f

Scientific Name

j}1flgs gfd
Rhinoceros unicornis

Length 

nDafO{
3.4m

#=$ dL=

Height 

prfO{
1.7m

!=& dL=

Average Weight 

;/b/ tf}n 
2,450kg 

@,$%) ls=u|f=

Global Status

cj:yf -ljZj_
Vulnerable 

;+j]bgzLn

National Status

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Endangered

;+s6fkGg

Global Population

;ª\Vof -ljZj_
3555

#%%% 

National Population

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_
645

^$% 

Global Distribution 

ljZjdf kfOg] If]q
Nepal and India. Regionally Extinct from Bangladesh and Bhutan

g]kfn / ef/t . aª\unfb]z / e'6fgdfaf6 nf]k eO;s]sf] 5 .

National 
Distribution

g]kfndf kfOg] If]q

Chitwan National Park, Bardia National Park, Shuklaphata Wildlife Reserve and Parsa Wildlife 
Reserve.

lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, z'SnfkmfF6 jGohGt' cf/If / k;f{ jGohGt' cf/If .

Major Threats

d'Vo vt/f
Poaching for horn.

vfusf] nflu ul/g] lzsf/ .



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban Nepal ko Dhan' (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID funded 
initiative that aims to reduce the adverse impacts of climate change and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This will be accomplished by working with the government, 
communities, civil society and private sector. In particular, the Hariyo Ban Program works to empower Nepal’s local communities in safeguarding the country’s 
living heritage and adapting to climate change through sound conservation and livelihood approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes the links between people and 
forests and is designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie three interwoven components – biodiversity conservation, payments 
for ecosystem services including REDD+ and climate change adaptation. These are supported by  livelihoods, governance, and gender and social inclusion as cross-
cutting themes. A consortium of four non-governmental organizations is implementing the Hariyo Ban Program with WWF Nepal leading the consortium alongside 
CARE Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.
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