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iagat Hussain is a busy man. As the proprietor of a little

roadside café that specializes in preparing fresh fish for its

clientele, he is the go-to man for hundreds of people who
visit Taunsa Barrage every day for recreational purposes. When
we met him, he is gefting a record of sales worth Rs. 100,000
computerized. This significant amount was earned over the winter
holiday period when people eat fish the most. However, he
remembers that it wasn't always this good for him.

A resident of Basti Allah Wali near Taunsa Barrage, Liagat
comes from a long line of fishermen. And as it was the case with
most fishermen in his community, Liagat also admits that he was
involved in unsustainable fishing practices to earn just enough to
support his family. This involved overfishing and using nets with a
small mesh. The latter practice was doubly harmful as it resulted
in even juvenile fish being caught, and the end result was lower
catch for every fisherman in the area.

“It wasn't as if there wasn't enough fish to go around, just
that we could all feel our share becoming smaller and smaller,”
he admits.

However, Liagat was one of the lucky ones. His quest to find
out why his livelihood was shrinking led him to become one of
the pioneering supporters of WWF-Pakistan's work in the area.
Initially, as part of the eco-tourism initiative, Liaqat was trained to
give local and foreign visitors a guided tour of the ecologically
rich area around Taunsa Barrage. It was this training that
sensitized him about illegal fishing practices and the
environmental degradation they caused. Fishermen needed their
daily catch for livelihood, but the harmful way in which they
conducted their work was further leading to economic
destruction. It was also slowly chipping away at the environmental
balance in his surroundings. He wanted to do something more to
break free of the vicious cycle.

“| became a part of the CBO, Indus Welfare Foundation, in
my area, which was started and registered with the help of the
project team. | have been actively campaigning ever since,” he
adds determinedly.

“The idea of a fried fish café didn't occur to me at all. But
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