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Morphology and Structure

The body color of Spotted Deer (Axis axis Erxleben, 
1777) is bright golden brown with white spots spreading 
from legs to the neck. White spots occur in both sexes. 
Males are slightly darker and larger than females and 
have black facial markings. The under parts are white or 
creamy in color. The tail is short. The legs are short and 
strong. Antlers are present only in males. The length of 
antlers varies between 50-80 cm and are, usually with 
three points. Head-body length measures from 90-140 
cm. in adult while the tail measures from 10-25 cm. 
Spotted Deer is about 70-90 cm high at the shoulder. 
Spotted Deer weighs 35-85 kg in adult. 
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Distribution and Population

Spotted Deer is native to the Indian subcontinent. This Asian native species lives in the forests of Bangladesh, 
India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka up to the geographical barrier of the Himalaya. Apart from the natural 
distribution area, Spotted Deer is also artificially introduced in some areas of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Europe, New Guinea, New Zealand, the United States (California, Florida and Hawaii) and Uruguay. Spotted 
Deer is still frequently observed and occurs along the Tarai-Bhabar region of Nepal and all the protected 
areas of the lowlands that is Shuklaphanta National Park, Bardia National Park, Banke National Park, 
Chitwan National Park, Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve, Parsa National Park and adjoining forests outside 
the protected areas in Kailali, Banke, Dang, Bara, Kathmandu, Sunsari, Morang and Jhapa districts. The 
estimated population of Spotted Deer in Nepal may be greater than 20,000 individuals.
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Habitat

Spotted Deer occurs in subtropical grasslands and 
forests. Habitats of riverine forest are preferred during 
the hot dry season while Sal forest is preferred during 
the monsoon season. Generally, Spotted Deer occupies 
grassland habitats and loves to graze in newly grown 
grass formed after burning of the area and after the 
managed cutting.
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Feeding Behaviour

Spotted Deer is both a grazer and a browser. Spotted Deer 
feeds on grasses and other vegetation and mostly prefer 
young shoots. In the absence of young shoots, Spotted Deer 
nibbles tip of the coarse grasses. Browse forms a major portion 
of the diet only in the winter during October to January.
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Reproduction and Life Cycle

Females mature at fourteen to seventeen months whereas males are probably capable 
of breeding as yearlings but must achieve adult size to compete for females. After 
gestation period of 210-225 days mostly single or sometimes two fawns are born in the 
spring. At the birth young weigh approximately 3 kg and they are nursed by their mother 
until they reach 6 months. If the fawn dies, the mother can breed once again so as to 
give birth twice that year. The reproductive activity of Spotted Deer occurs year-round, 
but mostly occurs in June and July. The life span can range from 9-11 years in the wild. 
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Social Behaviour 

Spotted Deers are social animals. The social unit consists of an older female and her offspring. 
A herd consists of two or more-family groups. Spotted Deers have several different vocalizations 
which include barking when alarmed, bellowing during the breeding season and squealing of 
fawns when they are separated from their mothers. Small herds are common, though aggregations 
of as many as 100 individuals have been observed. The group of Spotted Deers do not remain 
permanent. Urine marking behavior is pronounced in males. Spotted Deers do not seem to be 
territorial, but males fight, often with serious consequences, for possession of females. 
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Threats

Though the species has thrived well and is now locally abundant within protected 
areas the remaining population is highly vulnerable to poaching, habitat 
destructions and livestock-borne diseases. Illegal hunting for trade, habitat loss 
and degradation due to human encroachment and spread of invasive alien plant 
species such as Mikania micrantha, Lantana camara and Chromolaena odorata 
are major threats to the Spotted deers.
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Conservation and Legal Status

The Spotted Deer is globally categorized as Least Concern in IUCN Red 
List Assessment and nationally categorized as Vulnerable in National 
Red List Assessment. Spotted Deer is not yet listed in CITES. According 
to National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.) 
Spotted Deer is a protected species and any person killing or injuring 
Spotted Deer shall be punished with a fine ranging from NPR 40,000-
75,000 or imprisonment of 1-10 years or both.
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Key Facts  
d'Vo tYox?

Common Name
gfd

Chittal/ Spotted Deer/ Axis Deer

lrQn/ xl/0f  
Scientific Name
j}1flgs gfd

Axis axis

Length
nDafO

90 - 140 cm
() - !$) ;]=dL=

Weight
Tff}n

35 - 85 kg
#% - *% s]=hL=

Gestation
uef{wfg ;do

210 - 225    Days 
@!) - @@% lbg

Life Expectancy
hLjg cjlw

9 - 11 Yrs
( - !! jif{

Global Status
ljZjJofkL cj:yf

Least Concern
;fdfGo cj:yf

National Status
/fli6«o cj:yf

Vulnerable
;+j]bgzLn

Global Population
ljZjJofkL ;+Vof 

52,000 - 80,000
%@,))) - *),)))

National Population
/fli6«o ;+Vof  

More than 20,000
@),))) eGbf al9

Global Distribution
ljZjJofkL km}nfj6

Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
aª\unfb]z, ef/t, g]kfn, kfls:tfg, >Lnª\sf

National Distribution
/fli6«o km}nfj6

Shuklaphanta National Park, Bardia National Park, Banke National Park, Chitwan National Park, Parsa National Park and          
Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve 
z'SnfkmfF6f /fli6«o lgs'~h, alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h, afs] /fli6«o lgs'~h, lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h, k;f{ /fli6«o lgs'~h / sf];L 6Kk' jGohGt' 
cf/If 

Threats
vt/f

Poaching, habitat destructions and livestock-borne diseases
lzsf/, af;:yfgsf] ljgfz, /f]u



USAID's Hariyo Ban Program finds its inspiration from the popular saying ‘Hariyo Ban: Nepal Ko Dhan’ (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is 
designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal and emphasizes the links between people and forests. The goal of the Program is to increase ecological and 
community resilience in Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape (CHAL) and Terai Arc Landscape (TAL), and is implemented by a consortium of four partners: World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal as prime recipient, the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere (CARE), the National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), 
and the Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal (FECOFUN). The first phase was implemented from 2011 to 2016 and the second phase will run till 
2021. The second phase will build on the foundations of first phase, applying lessons learned and scaling-up promising approaches. It works on two core 
interwoven components – Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Change Adaptation. Governance, and Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) are cross-
cutting themes that are mainstreamed across the two core components, and Livelihood is nested under the Biodiversity Conservation component.

WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program
PO Box: 7660, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal 
T: +977 1 4434820
Email: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org
Website: www.wwfnepal.org/hariyobanprogram 


