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On a warm, sunny 
summer day, Uuganaa was 

looking after his sheep 
herd…

Heeg, hog
Alright…

I better 
finish my 
drawing 
before it 

disappears 
into its hole…

Hey, what’s 
this 

strange 
sound?

It looks like 
a cat, but 

what kind of 
an animal is 

this? 

Eow, 
ow – ow!

Eow, eow

Huh?
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What kind 
of an animal 

are you?

I am a snow leopard cub. 
I just wanted to learn to 
hunt like my mother... 

but then, when I was 
about to leap at a marmot,  

suddenly my foot got stuck 
in this weird metal thing. 

This metal thing is called 
a trap. Does it hurt 

badly?

Here, let me 
get if off 

from you.

 I’ll say. No matter 
what I do, I can’t get it 

off and the pain only gets 
worse. 

I will get rid 
of this terrible 

thing!

It’s okay now, 
my friend. I 

am Uuganaa, by 
the way. 

What about 
you?

My mom calls 
me Spotty. 
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Then I will 
call you my 

Spotty friend. 

I’ll take you 
to your den.

But your foot 
is injured. I 

will bring you 
home. Where 
is it, anyway?

Okay, I will treat your 
foot and then get you 

back home. 

What do 
you mean by 

“treat”?

You cannot go 
there now.  

I live in a cave in the 
Asgat mountain, but my 
mom will probably get 

angry if I bring an animal 
home that she doesn’t 

know. 

Don’t move. I will 
be right back…

There should be 
something in my bag to 

use as a bandage.
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And a twig 
to use as a 

splint. 
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Oh, good, 
there are 

some sticks 
here. 

Alright, my 
spotty friend, 

I’m back. Did you 
wait for long?
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Okay, we’re 
done. This is 
what treating 
is, by the way. 

Thanks! It 
doesn’t hurt as 
badly anymore.

I hope it 
gets better 

before my mom 
get back. 

I am going 
home now, 

thanks so much 
for the help!

Mm, I don’t think 
it will heal that 

soon.

Great.

You can’t climb 
all of those big 

rocks alone with 
an injured foot.

Woah. So 
this is the 

cave you live 
in?

Wow
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Yeah, the two 
of us live in this 

cave.

If a human child 
comes to our cave, 

mom might get angry!

Okay, 
bye then. 

Okay, now that I 
know where you 
live, tomorrow 
morning I will 

bring you some 
herbs.

It will be okay. I’ll come 
tomorrow morning. But you 

must not leave your cave 
alone, alright?

14 15
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hehe

Did you guys 
miss me this 

much after only 
a few hours? 

Mom, grandpa, 
I am home.

Oh, is my boy 
home already? 

Are you hungry? 
Have some tea.

Did father go to 
get the horses?

Of course , i can 
granfather, By 

the way, Could you 
give me some of 
the herbs, which 
you used to treat 
the pinto horse 

leg.

Mm, It`s just 
for... It`s 
just that 

brown headed 
sheep won`t 
stop limping

Oh, of course, 
my boy, take 

it. 

Just use it 
sparingly! 

Huh?! What do you need it for?

He went to soum center. Now you` re a fifth grader. 
A big boy of your age. Can take care of yourself, 

can`t you ?
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Yes, I will 
, Tell me 

granfather, 
what do snow 
leopards eat?

Ah, so the hunger makes 
them prey on goats and 

sheep, huh? 

Oh, 
I see. 

Hm, why this sudden interest 
in snow leopards? Could he have 

seen one?

Do you mean the ghost of the mountain ? Well.. They eat mainly marmots, 
ground squirrel , ibexes and some type of birds, probably, But as the number of 
livestock has been increasing lately, they are hunting for goats herds, people 

say. No surprise there, We`ve been herding our animals deeper in to their 
territory.

In the old times, If ghost of the mountain prey on herds, it would 
simply be understood that the, he took what he was entitled to. 

Nowadays, younger people put traps in order to flee them, even kill 
them because they see as snow leopards are stealing from the living.

Haranga! Why have 
you followed me this 

far?

18 19
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I’ll introduce you 
to my spotted 

friend. 
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Grrr……. I was 
just about to catch 

my prey, but he 
scared it  off. 

What is that boy doing 
near our cave? 

Hi, Spotty, 
are you there?

Oh, you’re 
back?

I told you, I’d be 
coming. How is 

your foot?

I can’t walk that well, 
but it hurts less.
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Woof woof? 
Arr..rrr

Hey, 
Haranga, 
stop it. What animal

 is this?

If I’d known you would behave 
like this, I wouldn’t have let you 

tag along at all. What are you 
doing? You’ve scared him!

This is just a dog. 
Did it frighten you? Only a little… 

Oh, no, I wasn’t 
scared. it’s just 

strange. 

A dog?

Alright, let me 
have a look at 

your foot.
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Alright, I`ll 
apply this 

herb extract 
to your foot.

It’ll heal in a 
few days. 

I’m leaving now. 
I’ll come again 

tomorrow. 

So is my foot 
going to heal 

sooner?

If my mother 
sees you coming 

here, she’ll probably 
get angry. I understand, 

but I’ll still visit 
until your injury 

heals. 
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This human child has 
found our cave. I have to 
find a different home…

We must leave this place 
immediately. The humans have 

discovered us. 
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Oh, it’s okay, mom, this 
boy saved me when my 
foot got stuck in a trap. 

What? You went to the 
base of the mountain while 

I was away?

I only wanted to be 
a great leopard like 

you…

But you left on 
your own and almost 
revealed yourself to 

the humans!

You don’t have 
to be scared of 
him! He’s a very 

kind boy. 

Well, yes. But my new 
friend has been helping 

me by treating my 
injury. 

Please let him keep 
visiting until my foot 

heals?

Alright, fine. 
He can keep coming. But 
you mustn’t follow him!

You might hurt 
your foot again, 

Spotty. 

Ok! I won’t. 
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A few days 
later…

Spotty! 
We’re here. 

Oh, you’re 
here!

Yep. I can 
walk again. 

Your foot 
has already 

healed!

I still can’t jump, 
though. Here, let me 

take a look.

It looks much 
better. I think it’s 

healed. 

Come on outside. 
Try to run. It’s 

okay, your foot’s 
fine now. 
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What kind of animal/species is a leopard?

Are snow leopards big animals?

What do snow leopards eat?

The leopard is a predator of the Felidae/cat family. Young leopards are of grey color, but the 
adults are yellowish.  Leopards have large dark brown spots on the back, but the spots on their 
necks and faces are black.  Their bodies are rather stubby and long, with shaggy fur and a long 
and bushy tail. The hind limbs are longer than the front ones, and their paws are wide, adapted 
to running and climbing in the cliffs and rocks in the mountains and overcoming  obstacles and 
barriers.  Leopards nest in caves and tunnels in-between steep cliffs  in the high mountains. 
They usually are hunting for prey in the night and dawn.  The males are called “Gend”, females 
“Gins” and the cubs “Guem” respectively. 

Leopards are large mammals. A mature specimen reaches the shoulder height of 60 cm, while 
its body length ranges from 103-130 cm. Its tail is 92-105cm long and they weigh 23-41 kg. 
Leopards can live up to 18 years in the wild. In Mongolia, leopards live in areas that have rocks 
and cliffs that are 2500-4000 meters above sea level. In the spring, gins give birth to litters 
with 2-3 cubs. There is a photograph taken in Mongolia of a gins with four cubs. Guems are 
raised by their mothers until they are two years old. Leopard roars differ from other felines 
such as lions and tigers. They have the longest tails among the feline family. During their leaps 
over tall rocks in the mountains, their tails help their balance and steerage, and they use their 
hind legs to push off of the rocks. Leopards can jump 5 meters into the air, and leap up to a 
distance of 15 meters

Snow leopards have fur that matches their surroundings, so they aren’t visible in the mountains 
and cliffs. This is called a harmonizing color, and it is how they get close enough to pounce on 
their prey, animals such as the argali, ibex, marmot, weasel, rabbits, falcon, chukar, and pheas-
ant. They jump onto the backs of animals that are on cliffs, lodge their claws in their backs, 
and bite through the veins and arteries in their prey’s necks. Thus they control the amount of 
specific species of animals and keep the ecosystem well balanced. They are helpful and neces-
sary parts of nature because of this.

What is the 
Mongolian word for a 
snow leopard cub?

Uchinber 

Guem 

Bambar 

Help their balance

Serve as steerage

Direction

2-3       3-4     1-2

How many snow 
leopard cubs are 

there in one litter?

What does the snow 
leopard’s tail do?
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WWF-MONGOLIA
SNOW LEOPARD IN NUMBERS

Snow leopards have the 
ability to leap up to a 
15m distance.

Adult leopards are  usually 
90-130cm in length, with a 
45-55kg weight.

There are approximately 
800-1000 leopards in 5 
provinces of Mongolia.

Scientists and researchers 
believe that there are 
around 4000-6500 
leopards in the world.

There are snow leopards in 12 
countries of the world. Mongolia 
has the second largest snow 
leopard population.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted 
in any form or by means, including photocopying, recording or other electronic or mechanic 
methods without without prior permission of the publisher.
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