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efn]sf b'j} l;ªx¿ ldnfpFbf afx| cf]6f xfFufx¿ x'g]ePsfn] o;nfO{ 
afx|l;ª\u] elgG5 . of] 7'nf] ju{sf] h/fof] xf] . efn]sf] /ª hf8f]df 
v}/f], udL{df /ftf]—v}/f] / tNnf] efudf ;]tf] x'G5 . kf]yL efn]eGbf 
lkmSsf /ªsL x'G5] . o;sf] k'R5/ 5f]6f] x'G5 eg] sfg uf]nfsf/ x'G5 .  
jo:s afx|l;ª\u]sf] nDafO{ !*)—!() ;]=ld= x'G5 . efn] / kf]yLsf]]  
prfO{ qmdzM !@)—!#% ;]=ld= / !!% ;]=ld= x'G5 eg] jhg rflxF 
!&)—@)) ls=u|f= / !$)—!$% ls=u|f= x'G5 . o;sf] ;'F£g] Ifdtf k|jn 
x'G5, h;n] lzsf/Lx¿af6 aRg d2t u5{ . 

Morphology and Structure

Swamp Deer Rucervus duvaucelii is a large deer with spectacular 
twelve tined antlers in males. The coat color of males is reddish 
brown in winter and grayish brown in summer, with whitish 
under parts. Females are lighter in color than males. A dark 
brown dorsal stripe is present, and the animal has short tail 
and round ears. Head-body length is between 180-190 cm. 
Adult male stands at 120-135 cm at shoulder height while 
female stands at 115 cm. Males and females weigh around   
170-200 kg and 140-145 kg respectively. It has an acute sense 
of smell which is the best defence against predators.



afx|l;ª\u] xfn g]kfn / ef/tdf dfq kfOG5 .  of] kfls:tfg /  
aª\unfb]zaf6 nf]k eO;Sof] . g]kfndf of] alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h / 
z'SnfkmFf6 jGohGt' cf/Ifdf dfq kfOG5 . ef/tdf eg] pQ/ / dWo 
efudf kfOG5 . o;sf] ;+Vof 36\b} uO/x]sf] 5 . g]kfn / ef/tdf 
u/L o;sf] cg'dflgt ;+Vof #$%)—$@)) ;Dd 5 eg] g]kfndf dfq}  
!^%)—!*)) ;Dd /x]sf] 5 .

Distribution and Population

The present distribution of Swamp Deer is highly 
fragmented and found only in Nepal and India. It is extinct 
from Pakistan and Bangladesh. In Nepal, it is distributed 
in Bardia National Park and Shukla Phanta Wildlife 
Reserve. In India, it is found in northern and central part. 
The estimated global population is 3450-4200 and it is 
1650-1800 in Nepal with a decreasing trend. 



afx|l;ª\u] bnbno'Qm If]q / 3Ff;] d}bfgdf a:g dg k/fpF5 . o;sf] jf;:yfg 
;d'Gb|L ;txb]lv !))—#)) ld= prfO;Dd x'G5 .

Habitat

Swamp Deer as its name suggests, inhabits in swampy habitats and 
grasslands. It is found within the elevational range of 100-300m asl. 



afx|l;ª\u]sf] cfxf/fdf ljljwtf x'G5 . o;sf] vfB Jojxf/ df};d / 
pknAwtf cg';f/ km/s x'g ;S5 . t/ o;sf] d'Vo cfxf/f eg]sf] 3Ff; 
/ emf/kft g} xf] . o;n] hldg / kfgLdf ePsf a'6fx¿ klg vfg] u5{ .  
jiff{ofddf 5l/P/ /xg] of] k|hflt ;'Vvf df};dsf] cfudg;Fu} kfgL / 
vfgfsf] ;|f]tsf l;ldttfn] ubf{ Pp6} jyfgdf @%) cf]6f;Ddsf] e'm08 
agfP/ a:5  . 

Feeding Behavior

Swamp Deer is a mixed feeder, consuming a wide variety of 
food types. Diet composition may vary according to season and 
food availability. However, its main diet is grass and sedge and 
it also consumes terrestrial and aquatic herbs. It disperses in 
wet season but congregates in large herds of 250 individuals 
during the dry season, to feed new growths after fire and to 
drink water. 



afx|l;ª\u]sf] kf]yL @—# jif{;Dddf uef{wfgsf nflu of]Uo x'G5] eg] efn] rflxF 
rf/ jif{eGbf a9L pd]/kl5 dfq k|hgg\sf nflu kl/kSj x'G5 . logLx¿n]  hf8f]
ofddf uef{wf/0f u5{g\ / @$)—@%) lbgsf] uef{wfgkl5 Pp6f aRrf hlGdG5 .  
x/]s jif{ !)) cf]6f kf]yLx¿ dWo]af6 @)—$% cf]6f;Ddsf b/n] gofF kf7fx¿ 
hlGdG5g\ . k|fs[lts cj:yfdf o;sf] cfo' @) jif{ hlt x'G5 . 

Reproduction and Life Cycle

Females become sexually mature between 2-3 years while 
male older than four years is only capable for breeding. Mating 
occurs during winter. Female produces a single offspring after 
the gestation period of 240-250 days. The reproductive rate of 
every 100 hinds is 20–45 fawns. Swamp Deer can live up to 20 
years in the wild.



afx|l;ª\u] ;fdflhs k|f0fL xf] . o;sf efn] /  
kf]yL 5'6\6f 5'6\6} ;d"x agfP/ a:5g\ . o;n] 
hf8f]ofddf k|hgg\sf] a]nfdf dfq hf]8L agfpF5 .  
o;sf] rg{ hfg] / kms{g] af6f] Pp6} x'G5 . vt/fsf]  
cfef; ePdf of] hª\unlt/ guO{ 3fF;3f/L lt/  
efU5 . o;sf] em'08 lglZrt ljr/0f :yfgdf  
!)—#) ju{ ls=ld= sf] If]q;Dd km}lnPsf] x'G5 . 

Social Behavior

Swamp Deer is a social animal. Male and female form separate single sex, multi-
member groups which meet only during the breeding season in winter. Swamp 
Deer uses the same track to and from the meadows. The herd doesn't have vigilant 
sentries and often graze with heads down. If disturbed, it seeks tall grass to hide 
and run away but avoids woodland. It is territorial and the homerange of the herd 
varies from 10-30 km2.



afx|l;ª\u]sf]] df;' vf;} :jfbo'Qm geP klg o;nfO{ df;' 
/ l;ªsf nflu lzsf/ ul/G5 . To;}ul/ o;sf] jf;:yfg 
;fF3'l/b} hfg' tyf 3/kfn'jf hgfj/af6 ;g]{ /f]usf sf/0f 
klg of] nf]k x'g] vt/fdf 5 . z'SnfkmFf6 jGohGt' cf/If 
/ alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h leq l;ldt /x]sf] of] k|hflt To;  
If]qnfO{ hf]8\g] h}ljs dfu{ gx'Fbf j+z lvOFb} hfg]  
vt/fdf 5 . afx|l;ª\u]sf] ;+/If0fsf nflu, ;+/If0f If]q / 
dWojtL{ If]qleq gLlt lgodsf] s8f sfof{Gjog, o;sf] 
af;:yfgdf 3/kfn'jf rf}kfofsf] rl/r/gdf lgif]w, 
jf;:yfgsf] ;'wf/ tyf Joj:yfkg / cGt/f{li6«o ;fem]bf/L 
ug'{k5{ . 

Threats and Conservation Measures

The meat of Swamp Deer is not considered delicacy, 
even though it is poached for antlers and meat. 
Habitat degradation and loss and disease transmission 
from livestock are other major threats to this 
beautiful ungulate. The fragmented population within 
Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve and Bardia National Park 
and absence of corridor for migration between these 
population segregates them from intermixing. This  
makes them genetically vulnerable from inbreeding. 
Swamp Deer can be conserved by enhancing law 
enforcement in protected areas and buffer zones, 
controlling livestock grazing in their habitats, improving 
habitat and building international co-operation.



Conservation and Legal Status

Nationally Swamp Deer is categorized as 
“Endangered” species whereas globally it is listed as 
“Vulnerable” in IUCN Red List. It is listed in Appendix I  
in the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) agreement. Swamp Deer is protected under 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 
A.D. (2029 B.S.). Harming or killing of Swamp Deer 
is a punishable crime with penalty of NPR 40,000-
75,000 or an imprisonment of 1-10 years or both. 
Anyone tracking and informing about killing or 
harming of Swamp Deer can be rewarded with the  
cash prize of NPR 25,000. 

afx|l;ª\u]nfO{ /fli6«o cfO=o'=l;=Pg= sf] /ftf] ;"rLdf ;+s6fkGg k|hfltsf] ¿kdf 
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tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, lj=;+= @)@( cg';f/ of] ;+/lIft hLj xf] . o;nfO{ dfg]{  
jf 3fOt] agfpg]nfO{ $),)))—&%,))) ¿k}ofF;Dd hl/jfgf jf !—!) jif{;Dd  
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Key Facts

d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name

gfd
Swamp Deer

afx|l;ª\u]

Scientific Name

j}1flgs gfd
Rucervus duvaucelii

Length ( Male) 

prfO{ -efn]_
180-190 cm

!*)—!() ;]=ld=

Height ( Male) 

prfO{ -efn]_
120-135 cm 

!@)—!#% ;]=ld=

Height ( Female) 

prfO{ -kf]yL_
115 cm 

!!% ;]=ld

Weight ( Male)

tf}n -efn]_
170-200 kg 

!&)—@)) ls=u|f=

Weight ( Female)

tf}n -kf]yL_
140-145 kg. 

!$)—!$% ls=u|f=

Global Status

cj:yf -ljZj_
Vulnerable

;+j]bgzLn

National Status

cj:yf -/fli6«o_
Endangered

;ª\s6fkGg

Global Population

;ª\Vof -ljZj_
3450-4200

#$%)–$@))

National Population

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_
1650-1800

!^%)—!*))

Global Distribution 
km}nfj6 -ljZj_

Nepal and India. Extinct from Pakistan and Bangladesh.

g]kfn / ef/tdf dfq kfOG5 . kfls:tfg / aª\unfb]zaf6 nf]k eO;Sof] .

National Distribution

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_
Bardia National Park and Shukla Phanta Wildlife Reserve.

alb{of /fli6«o lgs'~h / z'SnfkmFf6 jGohGt' cf/If .

Threats

vt/f
Poaching for antlers and meat, habitat degradation and loss and disease transmission from livestock.

df;' / l;ªsf nflu lzsf/, af;:yfg ;fF3'l/b} hfg' / 3/kfn'jf hgfj/af6 ;g]{ /f]u .



The Hariyo Ban Program is named after the famous Nepali saying 'Hariyo Ban Nepal ko Dhan' (Healthy green forests are the wealth of Nepal). It is a USAID funded 
initiative that aims to reduce the adverse impacts of climate change and threats to biodiversity in Nepal. This will be accomplished by working with the government, 
communities, civil society and private sector. In particular, the Hariyo Ban Program works to empower Nepal’s local communities in safeguarding the country’s 
living heritage and adapting to climate change through sound conservation and livelihood approaches. Thus the Program emphasizes the links between people and 
forests and is designed to benefit nature and people in Nepal. At the heart of Hariyo Ban lie three interwoven components – biodiversity conservation, payments 
for ecosystem services including REDD+ and climate change adaptation. These are supported by  livelihoods, governance, and gender and social inclusion as cross-
cutting themes. A consortium of four non-governmental organizations is implementing the Hariyo Ban Program with WWF Nepal leading the consortium alongside 
CARE Nepal, FECOFUN and NTNC.
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