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Call for Research Proposals 

Multi Actor Partnerships for 100% Renewable Energy  

1. Background 

With the Paris Agreement in December 2015, parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) reached a landmark consensus to combat climate change. In order to achieve 

the agreed-upon objectives, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions need to reach net zero by 2050 at the latest. 

This will necessitate a complete decarbonization and shift to 100% RE sources across all sectors. Around 

145 of the 194 signatories to the Agreement submitted Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) 

referring to renewables as a strategy to mitigate climate change, with over half citing specific RE targets. 

Although many parties have acknowledged the importance of increasing RE shares, significant challenges 

remain. How can we link the long-term vision and ambition of 100% RE to short-term climate action 

(NDCs)? How can inclusive processes and governance be created for this transition? How can NDC 

implementation best be linked to Agenda 2030 implementation? How can the (renewable) energy mix be 

strategically diversified? How can sectors such as mobility and cooking best be electrified?  

Nepal is among the highest traditional-biomass-consuming countries in Asia. Its energy mix is dominated 

by biomass (78%), while RE constitutes only 3% of the total. Nepal's NDC 2020 has specific targets for 

reducing dependency on biomass and fossil fuels, while expanding the energy mix and focusing on 

renewables. Nepal has committed to increase the supply of reliable clean energy, ensuring access to all 

by 2030. Nepal aims to expand clean energy generation from approximately 1,400 MW to 15,000 MW, of 

which 5-10 % will be generated from mini and micro-hydro power, solar, wind and bioenergy. In terms of 

energy for cooking, the target is 25% of households use electric stoves as their primary mode of cooking 

by 2030 and install 500,000 improved cookstoves by 2025. Nepal also plans to install 200,000 household 

biogas plants and 500 large scale biogas plants (institutional/industrial/ municipal/community) by 2025. 

In addition to these sectoral activity-based targets, the 2020 NDC also includes policy targets for sectors 

where data and/or baseline information is not available such as for electric railroads, solid waste 

management and industries.  

Nepal faces numerous challenges for affordable, accessible, and reliable energy due to limited sources, 

high dependence on traditional fuel, huge gap between energy demand and supply, overdependence on 

imported energy that comes from fossil fuel, and lack of adequate energy infrastructure. And although 

approximately 90% of Nepal’s electricity production is from hydropower, which is a cleaner option among 

the commercial energy options, increased climate variability can cause irregularities in stream flow 

affecting the reliability and sustainability of power generation. Recent events related to floods and 

landslides have shown the potential risk to hydropower generation and transmission.  

Renewable energy development may not only support the country to pursue low carbon development 

pathway but could be a medium for participatory, decentralized and just transition all over the country. 

The potential renewable energy technologies in Nepal are pico-hydro and micro-hydro power, biomass 

related biogas, briquettes, gasifier, improved cooking stove, solar photovoltaic (PV), solar thermal and 
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wind powered plants. Even though such varieties of renewable energy options are available, Nepal has 

not been able to harness them to the extent possible and become a nation that is run by 100% RE due to 

limited investment, research, and demonstration.  

The project “Multi Actor Partnerships (MAPs) for Implementing NDCs with 100% Renewable Energy (RE) 

for All in the Global South” hereafter referred to as MAPs for 100% RE aims to introduce and consolidate 

MAPs with a 100% RE target in Nepal. These MAPs will develop narratives on the advantages and potential 

implementation of 100% RE scenarios. Country-specific, long-term 100% RE roadmaps can provide a 

positive and tangible vision for this transformation. Through MAPs this project will facilitate discourse 

exploring opportunities to utilize the available RE targets in the transition to 100 % RE by 2050. MAPs can 

serve as a critical mechanism to support this process. By encouraging the participation of different 

stakeholder groups (i.e., from government, civil society, business, academia, and development partners), 

MAPs can facilitate the policy dialogues necessary for developing long-term transition to 100% RE. In 

Nepal, the project is implemented by WWF Nepal and Prakriti Resources Center in close coordination with 

Alternative Energy Promotion Centre (AEPC).  

 

2. Objective of the research call 

To improve understanding and knowledge of RE issues, WWF Nepal invites interested individuals and 

organizations to submit research proposals. This research call is a part MAPs for 100% RE to support short-

term research that promotes knowledge generation and supports policy advocacy with the vision of 

achieving 100% RE by 2050.  

 

3. Potential research areas 

Applicants are requested to submit their proposals around following broad topics but are encouraged to 

submit their own ideas aligning with the objectives of the project MAPs for 100% RE: 

I. Opportunities and challenges of multi-stakeholder/multi-actor platforms, a case of Renewable 

Energy in Nepal 

II. Opportunities, barriers, and challenges for RE promotion across governance tiers (federal, 

provincial, and local)  

III. Private sector opportunities and constraints for upscaling RE in Nepal (policy, institutional, 

technical, financial, social) 

IV. Renewable Energy for JUST transition (GESI, sustainable development, good governance while 

meeting the national development goals and NDC targets) 

V. End users of RE services (Is there real demand for RE; do people find RE attractive in terms of cost, 

standard, efficiency, output etc.; how to attract the consumers?)  

VI. Long term sustainability of small scales hydropower schemes and Community-managed RE plants 

in Nepal.  

VII. Case studies on Community approaches to RE (community energy projects, financing models) 
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VIII. Use of modelling tools/software to determine energy demand and use (focusing on clean cooking 

and transportation) 

IX. Case studies on lessons learned from other developed countries on transition scenario 

X. Human dimension of RE (quantifying social economic benefits of RE for people in Nepal) 

 

4. Eligibility  

This call for proposals invites individuals and organizations with a relevant background on RE such as 

academic institutions, private sectors, NGOs. The research can be conducted by an individual or a team 

as per the need of the research. In the case of university students conducting the research as a part of 

their academic degree, supporting documents from the university/supervisor are required specifying the 

same.  

 

5. Timeline 

This call encourages short-term research that can be completed within 2-3 months but will also consider 

proposals that can be completed within 6 months of signing of the agreement. Research planned for 

longer than that but to be completed within a year will need strong justification.  

 

6. Budget 

Grant of up to Rs. 500,000 is available per research. Proposals above the limit will not be considered unless 

a co-finance is already secured, and documentation provided. The grant will not support attending 

conferences, travel to scientific meetings, regular salaries, management fees and overhead costs, and 

costly laboratory analyses. 

 

7. Evaluation criteria 

Proposals will be evaluated for:  

- Relevance to Nepal’s NDC with a focus on renewable energy (10) 

- Contribution to the objectives of MAPs for 100% RE project (5) 

- Clarity of research goals, objectives, and rationale of the research (20) 

- Research methodology (20) 

- Potential for application of the research findings (5) 

- Workplan (5) 

- Contribution of the research to gender equality and social inclusion in RE sector (15) 

- Demonstrated experience of the individual/team/organization in carrying out similar research 

(10); research proposed for academic degree will be treated accordingly based on supervisor’s 

recommendations 

- Budget rationale (10) 

 

8. Deliverables 

The researcher should deliver an inception report upon signing of the agreement followed by draft and 

the final report that follows a standard format of Executive summary, Introduction, Methodology, Results 
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and Discussion, Conclusion and Recommendations along with any Annexes, photographs and datasets 

generated as part of this grant.  

 

9. Proposal Submission Details  

A technical proposal detailing proposed concept and its rationale, methodology, approaches, team 

composition, roles, and responsibilities of team members and overall workplan for completing the 

research should be submitted. The financial proposal should include detailed breakdown of total budget 

in Nepali rupees. The proposed cost may include nominal fees for researchers, field costs including travel, 

accommodation and daily subsistence, and other associated costs if any. The technical and financial 

proposal should provide adequate information in line with the evaluation criteria. We welcome proposals 

in Nepali language also but if selected and completed, certain documentation will be required in English 

as a part of the contractual process.  

 

Proposal must include following documents in the suggested order and length submitted as a single pdf 

format file:  

• Signed (and stamped) cover letter specifying the value of the proposal 

• Technical proposal (excluding CVs and organizational profiles should NOT exceed 10 pages, font 

size 12, line spacing 1.5) 

• Signed CVs of researcher/s not exceeding 2 pages for each member specifying the relevance to 

the proposed research 

• Information sheet on the organization's relevant experience/background on RE 

• Financial proposal 

• Organization registration and renewal certificates (for organizations)  

• VAT registration certificate (where applicable) 

• Latest tax clearance 

• Audit report 

Interested individuals or organizations are requested to submit proposal electronically to 

info@wwfnepal.org with ‘PROPOSAL RESEARCH REMAP’ as the subject. Please name the file as 

‘PROPOSAL REMAP_ individual/organization’ name. The proposal must be submitted within 5:00 pm 

Nepal Standard Time on 14 December 2021. Only individuals/organizations selected for further 

consideration will be contacted. Telephone inquiries are not entertained.  

 

10. Fund disbursement  

The payment will be made based on the existing norms of WWF Nepal.  

mailto:info@wwfnepal.org

